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CONCISE SUMMARY OF REGULATORY PROVISIONS
FOR THE CANNABIS CULTIVATION POLICY - PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES
' FOR CANNABIS CULTIVATION

California Code of Regulations -
Title 23. Waters
Division 3. State Water Resources Control Board and Regional Water Quahty Control
-Boards
Chapter 22. State Policy for Water Quality Control

§2925. Cannabis Cu!tivation Policy — Principles and Guidelines for Cannabis Cultivation

On October 17, 2017, the State Water Resources Control Board adopted Resolution

No. 20170063, adopting the Cannabis Cultivation Policy — Principles and Guidelines for
Cannabis . Cumvat:on (Cannabis Cul’uvatlon Polzcy) in accordance with Cain‘omla Water Code
sectaon 13149. :

The Cannabis Cuitivation Policy establishes principles and guidelines (requirements) for
cannabis cultivation activities to protect water quality and instream flows. The purpose of the
Cannabis Cultivation Policy is to ensure that the diversion of water and discharge of waste
associated with cannabis cultivation does not have a negative impact on water quality, aquatic
habitat, riparian habitat, wetlands, and springs.  The Cannabis Cultivation Pollcy applles tothe
foliowang cannabis cultivation activities throughout Cahfomla '
Commercial Recreational
e Commercial Medical =
.+ Personal Use Medical

The Cannabis Cultivation Policy does not apply to recreational cannabis cultivation for personal
use, which is limited to six plants under the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (Proposition 64,
approved by voters in November 2016)".

' Recreational cannabis cultivation for personal use as defined in Health and Safety Code section
11362.1(a)}(3) and section 11362.2.
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Acronyms and Abbrevialions

ACL |

Antidegradation Policy

Ammy Corps
AUMA

Basin Plan
BOF

BPTC

BPC

CAL FIRE

CAO

CDFA
Cannabis Policy

CIWQs
CUA
CEQA
CDEC
CDFA
CDFW
CDO
CHRIS
CWA
Deputy Director
DPR

Administrative Civil Liability _
State Water Board Resolution 68-186, the Statement of Policy
with Respect to Maintaining High Quality of Waters in
California :
United States Army Corps of Engineers

Adult Use of Marijuana Act of 2016

Water Quality Control Plan

Board of Forestry

Best Practicable Treatment or Control

California Business and Professions Code

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Cleanup and Abatement Orders

California Department of Food and Agriculture
Cannabis Cultivation Policy, Principles and Guidelines for
Cannabis Cultivation

California Integrated Water Quality System
Compassionate Use Act of 1996

California Environmental Quality Act

California Data Exchange Center

California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Depariment of Fish and Wildiife

Cease and Desist Order

California Historical Resources information System
Clean Water Act

Deputy Director for the Division of Water Rights
Department of Pesticide Regulation

DPS Distinct Population Segments

DTE Distinct Taxonomic Entities

DWR California Department of Water Resources

e.g. Latin exempli gratia (for example)

ESA Federal Endangered Species Act

ESU Evolutionary Significant Unit

Executive Officer Executive Officer of the Regional Water Quality Control Board

FER Flashy, Ephemeral Rain hydrologic regime

FPR Forest Practice Rules

General Order General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of
Waste associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activity

GwW Groundwater hydrologic regime

HELP High Elevation and Low Precipitation hydrologic regime

H3R High-Volume Snowmelt and Rain hydrologic regime

HUC Hydrologic Unit Code

HSC Health and Safety Code

LRP . Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program

LSA Agreement L.ake and Streambed Alteration Agreement

LSR Low-Volume Snowmelt and Rain hydrologic regime

LTO Licensed Timber Operator

MCRSA Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act

MMRSA Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act
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~ State Water Board o

NCRO
NHD - .
NHDPumvz,_}_]
NMP -

NOA

NONA

NOT

NOV

NPDES

NPS

NRO

NTU

OWTS

PGR

RSG . §
Regzona!Waier Board_ '
‘Road Handbook S

RPF
RWD

SB
SCCWRF’
SCR.
siC -

SDR .
SEPs

SIUR

SM .

smuep gj-'

SWPPP

THP

TMDL

UC Davis. .
UsBrR
UsS. EPA
UsGs
Water Boards

Department of Water Resources, North’ Central Region Oﬁ;ce
National Hydrography Database ' _

- National Hydrography Database Pfué Versmn 2 .
o _'Nstrogen Management | Pian R :
* Notice of Applicability -

Notice of Non»AppI:cabsllty

Notice of Termination

Notice of Violation

National Pollutant Dnscharge Ehmlnatson System

Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program

Department of Water Resources, North Reg:on Ofﬁce o

- Nephelometric Turbidity Units =~
“Onsite Wastewater Treatment System

Perennial Groundwater and Rain hydrolog:c raglme 7

~_Rain and Seasonal Gmundwater hydralogic regume
._:'["Reg:onal Water Quality Control Board .
. Handbook for Forest, Ranch, and Rural Roads _
" California. Reglstered Professzonal Forester e
- -Report of Waste Duscharge L
| State Water Resources Control Board
" Senate Bill - -

Southern Callforma Coastai Water Research PrOJect

- Site Ciosure Report "
‘Standard industrial Code e
o ._Smat! Domestic Reglstrat;ons B DR
- ‘Supplemental: Env;ronmental PI‘OjeCtS L

Small Irrigation Use Registrations

. Snowmelt hydrologic regime . R
" 'Storm Water Construction General Permit o
- StormWater Industrial General Permit
- Storm Water. Pollution Preventlon Plan o
 Timber Harvest Plan -

Total Maximum Daily L.oad
University of California, Davis

_United. States. . o
“United States Bureau of Reclamatson _ .
© United States Environmental Protection Agency
‘United States Geological Survey =~ -

"State Water Board and Regzonal Water Boards
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POLICY OVERVIEW

The purpose of this Cannabis Cultivation Policy (Policy) is to ensure that the diversion of water
and discharge of waste associated with cannabis cultivation does not have a negative impact on
water quality, aguatic habitat, riparian habitat, wetlands, and springs. This Policy applies to the
following cannabis cultivation activities throughout California:

« Commercial Recreational
« Commercial Medical
» Personal Use Medical

This Policy does not apply to recreational cannabis cultivation for personal use, which is limited
to six plants under the Adult Use of Marijuana Act (Proposition 64, approved by voters in
November 2016)",

Cannabis cultivation legislation enacted California Water Code (Water Code) section 13149,
which directs the State Water Board, in consultation with the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW), to adopt interim and long-term principles and guidelines for the diversion and
use of water for cannabis cultivation in areas where cannabis cultivation may have the potential
to substantially affect instream flows. The legislation requires the State Water Board to
establish these principles and guidelines as part of a state policy for water quality control?. Per
Water Code section 13149, the principles and guidelines:

« shall include measures to protect springs, wetlands, and aquatic habitats from negative
impacts of cannabis cultivation; and

« may include requirements that apply to groundwater diversions where the State Water
Board determines those requirements are reasonably necessary.

Additionally, Business and Professions Code section 26060.1(b) requires that these principles
and guidelines be included as conditions in cannabis cultivation licenses issued by the
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA). The State Water Board has primary
enforcement responsibility for the principles and guidelines and shall notify CDFA of any
enforcement action taken®.

This Policy establishes principles and guidelines (hereinafter “Requirements”) for cannabis
cultivation activities to protect water quality and instream flows. The Requirements established
by this Policy will be incorporated into and implemented through five regulatory programs:

« CDFA’s CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Program?;

t Recreational cannabis cultivation for personal use as defined in Health and Safety Code section
11362.1(a)(3) and section 11362.2,

2 Water Code section 13149(b)(2). The board shall adopt principles and guidefines under this section as
part of state policy for water quality control adopted pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section
13140) of Chapter 3 of Division 7. Water Code section 13142 outlines specific requirements for a state
policy for water quality control, which this Policy implements.

3 Water Code section 13149(b)(5).

4 Business and Professions Code section 26060(b)(1). The CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Program is
anticipated to begin accepting applications for cannabis cultivation licenses by January 1, 2018.

Cannabis Cultivation Policy — Octaber 17, 2017 ' S o " Page 5



©State Water Board's Cannabis General Waste Discharge Requnrements for -
L D;scharges of Waste Associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activities (Cannabts
‘General Order) or any Waste Discharge Requirements addressing cannabis
cultivation activities adopted by a Reglona] Water Quatlty Control Board
(Regional Water Board); R
-« . State Water Board's. Generat Water Quahty Certif' catton for Cannabls Cuttlvatson
.. Activities (Cannabss General Water Quality Certification); .. e
o State Water Board S Cannabis Smaii Imgation Use Reglstratlon (Cannab:s o
--.SiUR)aﬂd :
State Water Board s Water nghts Permlttzng and Llcens:ng Program

The. Requnrements for cannabls cultzvatson are Iooated in Attachment A Pohcy background
information:and: jUStEflcatIOI"IS for the Requ:rements are Iocated in the Cannabls Cuittvataon
PohcyStaffReport : : Ry Sl :

-Water Code sectlon 13149 authonzes the State Water Board to develop both antenm and !ong- :
- term requirements ‘and update them as necessary. It is anticipated that the State Water Board

- will update this Policy over time to madify or add requirements to address cannabzs cuttwahon -

_ |mpacts as needed.

The State Water Board holds the duai mandates of aiiocatlng surface water nghts and
protecting water quality. The State Water Board is the state agency with primary authority over
water quality under California’s. Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and the federal Clean
‘Water Act, Under these authorities, the State Water Board may adopt water quality objectives,
including flow objectives, and programs of implementation to achieve these objectives.
California law directs the State Water Board and Regional Water Boards (collectively Water
Boards) to adopt water quality control plans and policies that identify existing and potential
benef:mal uses of waters of the state and estabhsh water quatnty objectwes to protect these
‘uses. _

This Policy meets the requtrements of Water Code section. 13149(b)(1) and is categorically
~exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to
Cailforn[a Code of Regulatxons title 14, sectton 153085 S

The State Water Board allocates water through an admmlstratwe system that is mtended to
maximize the beneficial uses of water while protecting the public trust, serving the public
interest, and preventing the waste and unreasonable use or method of diversion of water. The
Water Boards implement water quality control plans through both water rights- and water
quality-related programs. For example, Water Code section 1258 requires the State Water
Board to consider water quality control plans when acting upon applications to appropriate water
and the State Water Board may impose such conditions as it deems necessary to implement
such plans. Water Code section 13263(a) requires waste discharge requirements to implement
applicable water quality control plans, including terms to ensure that water quality objectives will
be mel. Ini iSSUtﬁg water quality certifications and waste discharge requirements, the Water

5 Caiiforma Code of Regulation section 15308. Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the
Environment, Class 8 consists of actions taken by reguiatory agencies, as authorized by state or local
-ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment. Construction activities and
relaxation of standards allowing environmental degradation are not included-in this exemption. - o

Cannabis Cultivation Policy — October 17, 2017 ' S T Page 6



Boards include conditions necessary to ensure the activities will comply with applicable water
quality objectives, including flow objectives®. The State Water Board also may implement flow
objectives by specifying minimum bypass flows as a condition of a water right.

GEOGRAPHIC AREA COVERED BY POLICY

California is a large and geographically diverse state, covering 163,696 square miles, and
spanning over 800 miles of coastline. California’s multiple mountain ranges and valleys result in
highly variable climate, precipitation and drainage patterns. To account for the state’s size and
geographic diversity, this Policy designates 14 Cannabis Cultivation Policy regions: Klamath,
Upper Sacramento, North Eastern Desert, North Coast, Middle Sacramento, Southemn
Sacramento, North Central Coast, Tahoe, South Central Coast, San Joaquin, Mono, Kern,
South Coast, and South Eastern Desert (Figure 1). This Policy establishes water quality and
instream flow Requirements statewide. These include instream flow Requirements that must be
met or exceeded at specific compliance flow gages when water is being diverted for cannabis
cultivation. The Policy identifies 14 regions, and identifies nine regions as priority regions that
support anadromous saimonids. The priority regions are: Kiamath, Upper Sacramento, North
Coast, Middle Sacramento, Southem Sacramento, North Central Coast, South Central Coast,
San Joaquin, and South Coast.

8 See Wat. Code § 13377; Cal. Code of Regs it, 23 §3859

CannablsCuEtivatlon Pohcy October17 2017 - _ — _ . Page7
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REQUIREMENTS FOR CANNABIS CULTIVATION

The State Water Board developed these Requirements in consultation with COFW and-CDFA.
The Requirements are divided into five main categories, which are located in the following
sections of Attachment A

+ Section 1. Generai Reqwrements and Prohibitions, and Cannabts Genera! Water Quality
Certification

» Section 2. Requirements Related to Water Dwersmns and Waste Dlscharge for
Cannabis Cultivation :

» Section 3. Numeric and Narrative Instream Flow Requ;rements (mcludlng Gagmg)

¢ Section 4. Watershed Compliance Gage ASS|gnments B L

. Sectlon 5. Planning and Reporting o

General Requirements and Prohibitions implement existing State Water Board authorities and
address issues such as compliance with state and local permits, discharge prohibitions, riparian
setbacks, protection of tribal cultural resources, and the Water Boards rlght to access
praperties for inspections. o

The Reqmrements related to water diversion and waste diéchérge for cannabis cultivation cover
the following 12 best practicable treatment or control categorles . :

riparian and wetland protect:on and management

water diversion, storage, and use;

irrigation runoff; o -
land development and mamtenance ‘erosion control and dralnage features
soil disposal; : -

stream crossing mstallatlon and malntenance

fertilizer and soil use and storage;

pesticide and herb;mde application and storage o
petroleum products and other chemical use and storage L
cultivation-related waste disposal;. - T, -
refuse and human wasta dlsposal and

wmterlzatzon :

* & & & & & ® 5 & 9

The numeric and narratlve mstream flow Reqmrements address water quahty and quantety
- through the establishment of flow Requirements that include three elements: (a) dry season
forbearance period, (b) numeric flow Requirements (bypass) during the wet season (diversion
period), and (c) narrative flow Requirements. This section includes Requirements for .
groundwater diversions’, and includes establishment of a surface water aquatic base flow. The
surface water aquatic base flow is used.to help inform whether additional requirements are
needed in certain areas to help ensure the individual and cumulative impacts of groundwater
diversions do not have a negatlve impact on the surface water flows. Section 3 includes -

7 All groundwater Requ:rements apply to exempt springs. To qual;fy as an exempt spring the cannabts
cultivator must submit information and receive approval from the Deputy Director for Water Rights, as
specified in Section 3 of Attachment A of the Policy. An exempt spring is a spring that does not flow off
the cannabis cultivator's property hy surface or subterranean (subsurface) means in the absence of
diversions during any time of year in any water year type. Such springs are exempt from the Policy's
Narrative Instream Flow Requirement 4 (Surface Water Dry Season Forbearance Period) and
Requirement 5 (Surface Water Wet Season Diversion Period — Numeric Instream Flow Requirements).

CannuonPohcy Octoberﬂ' 2017 T o ' .



Requlrements forgage installation in areas where the density of cannabis cultivation and ilmrted
water availability mey have a Iocahzed negatrve |mpact on mstream flows in areas wrth hlgh
resource vatue : _ e _ S :

The Watershed compilance gage ass;gnments sectron :ncludes the comphance gage :nstream '

fiow Requurements for all the regions and the complrance gage ‘watershed assignments for the _

nine priority regioris. The fotfowrng drscussmn provrdes an overview of the development of -
instream flow Requrrements and comphance gage assrgnments for the numenc flow
Requrrements ' _ e :

Flow ead Gag ing Reaezrements |

‘The narrative instream flow Requirements in Sectron 3 of Attachment A apply to cannabrs
-_ cultivators throughout the state The numenc mstream ﬂow Requarements are developed at
comphance gages statewrde : .

'.The rnstrearn flow Requrrements may ‘be updated over tlme as reasonably necessary _
~ Interested parties may submit sc;entlfrcalty defensible information (e.g. instream flow studies)
. that ‘supports modification to.the instream flow Requrrements to the Deputy Drrector for '
cons;deratron durmg updates to the Potlcy ' :

$ur§ase %*Jeter Diversion ?erbeareess ?ef;ed . C :
Absent restrictions on water diversion, the individual and curnutatrve effects of water dtversmns

for cannabis cultivation during the dry season are trkely to srgnzfrcantty decrease’ instream ﬂow
“and, in 'some instances; reduce hydrotogrc connectzvrty or completely dewater the stream.

- Minimum flows that' provrde habitat connectrvrty are needed to maintain juvenile salmonid

~ passage conditions in late spring and early summer. - Instream flows are also néeded to -

maintain habitat conditions necessary for Juvenrle salmonid viability throughout the dry season '

including adequate dissolved oxygen concentrations, low stream temperatures and highrates

ofinvertebrate dnft from riffles to pools F-‘urther many specres depend on’ sprrng recess:on '
- flows as migratory or breeding cues. The' State Water: Board is requiring a surface water

“diversion forbearance period to ensure adequate flows are maintained throughout the dry

season and protect aquatrc specres aquatrc hab:tat and water quatrty

Wet Seesen Surface Water Instream ?’tew Reeeeemeete B . e e
Minimum: ;nstream flow requ:rements during the wet season are needed for the protectron of
aquatic species life’ history needs. For threatened and endangered anadromous salmonrds '
minimum ftows are needed to address t;fe hrstory needs such as: ' ' S

AL 'mazntarnrng natural abundance and avaltabllrty of spawnmg habxtat -

2. 'mrnsmrzrng unnatura[ adutt exposure stress predatron and detay durmg adult spawmng
' ,*-'._mtgratron and o

3. sustarnzng high-quality and abundant ;uvenrte satmonrd wrnter rearmg habrtat

To meet the timeline, scale, and purpose of this Policy, the State Water Board, in consuttatton _
with CDFW, ‘has determined that the Tessmann Method is the best methodotogy to develop
mtenm instream flow requirements. The Tessmann Method devetops instream ftow -

Cannabrs CuEt:vattonPoilcy October’t? 2017 T PatO



streamflow®. For the development of long-term instream flow requirements, the State Water
Board, in consultation with CDFW, will evaluate other scientifically robust methods that are more
reflective of regional variability and the needs of target species. The State Water Board applied
the Tessmann Method to a predicted historical flow data set sourced from a flow modeling effort
conducted by the United States Geological Survey (USGS) in cooperation with The Nature
Conservancy and Trout Unlimited® (USGS flow modeling data). The interim instream flow
Requirements were calculated for compliance gages throughout the state. The Tessmann
Method and the USGS flow modeling data allow for instream flow requirements to be calculated
at additional compliance points throughout the state. This Policy allows the State Water Board
to use the Tessmann Method and the USGS flow modeling data to calculate or adjust a flow
requirement, as needed, throughout the state.

Miaintain High Flow Evenis

To preserve the annual first flush flow event, the surface water diversion peraod for cannabis
cultivation will not occur until the real-time daily average flow is greater than the minimum
monthly instream flow Requirement at a compliance gage for seven consecutive days or after
December 15 when flows are greater than the numeric flow Requirement, whichever occurs
first. The State Water Board will monitor other high flow events that occur throughout the wet
season to evaluate whether additional requirements are needed to maintain high flow variability
during other periods of the wet season.

Groundwater Requirements’”

To address potential impacts of groundwater diversions on surface flow, the State Water
Board's Deputy Director for Water Rights (Deputy Director) may require a forbearance period or
other measures for cannabis groundwater diversions in areas where such restrictions are
necessary to protect instream flows. Such areas may include watersheds with: high surface
water-groundwater connectivity; large numbers of cannabis groundwater diversions; and/or
groundwater diversions in close proximity to streams. An aquatic base flow was developed at
each compliance gage'! during the surface water forbearance period (dry season) to inform the
need for additional actions to address impacts associated with cannabis groundwater
diversions. The aquatic base flow was established in consultation with CDFW. The aquatic
_base fiow is established using USGS flow modeling data fo calculate mean monthly flows and
applying the New England Aquatic Base Flow Standard (ABF Standard) methodology at the
compliance gages in the nine priority regions. The aquatic base flow is the set of chemical,
physical and biological conditions that represent limiting conditions for aquatic life in stream
environments. This Policy allows the State Water Board to apply the ABF Standard to the
USGS flow modeling data to calculate an aquatic base flow Requirement at additional
compliance points, as needed, throughout the state. The State Water Board will monitor
instream flows during the dry season and evaluate the number and location of cannabis
groundwater diversions to determine whether imposition of a groundwater forbearance period or
other measures are necessary. To address potential localized effects of groundwater diversions
on surface water flow, the State Water Board will also monitor where significant numbers of

% In general, during the wet season the Tessmann Method compares 40 percent of the mean monthly flow
to 40 percent of the mean annual ﬂow and whlchever is greater is the flow requwement for that given
month (Tessmann 1979), '

% The USGS flow modeling effort developed empirical flow models that predict the natural (unaffected by
land use or water management) monthly stream flows from 1950 to 2012 for the majority of the USGS
National Hydrologic Database stream reaches in California (Carlisle, et. al. 2016).

10 All groundwater Requirements apply to exempt springs.

" The aquatic base flow was developed using the USGS flow modelmg data.
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surface water diverters are swrtchlng to groundwater diversions to evaluate whether |mp031t|on
of a groundwater forbearance period or other measures are necessary. The State Water Board
will notify cannabis cultivators of the possibility that a groundwater forbearance period or other -
‘measures may.be’ :mposed so that the cultivators can‘install storage, coordinate diversions, take
measures to secure alternate water supptles or rdentzfy other measures to address the Eow fiow
cond:tlon : RN : . SR

Ces’e;e iance Gagee amﬁ Reqerremeets o : : :
Compliance gage assignments have been developed for aiE watershed areas throughout the
state. Numeric instream flow Requrrements are applied at a subset of existing gages reported
on two websites: (1) the USGS - National Water Information System (NWIS)*2:'or (2) Callforma
Department of Water Resources (DWR) = Ca!lforma Data ﬁxchange Center (CDEC)™. -
Watershed areas that do not have existing gages are assigned a compliance gagefora =~
different location'in the same watershed or fora nearby watershed with similar flow' - o
characteristics. -Cannabis’ cultavators in ungaged watersheds may be requ‘ired to mstait a gage ;f
“information indicates:that ise of the assigned-gage does not:adequately protect instream flows.
‘Cannabis cultivators in watersheds without an assrgned gage may be required to install'a gage’
‘if information’ indicates thata: gage is necessary to adequately protect instream flows. ‘The State
Water Board will monitor where cannabis’ cultivation diversions are located to' track areas where
"ioca!ly concentrated cannabls cultwatlon water dzversmns wrlh:n' "a Watershed may adversely
affeot Enstream onws : - - RENE S :

‘Many dams in Callforma have ex1stmg mstream flow requ:rements through the Federal Energy
Regulatory- Commlss:on Izcensmg program or through B;oiog;ca! Opm:ons issued by the National
Marine Fisheries Service or the' United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or through water: nght
dec;s;ons Cannabrs cultivators shall comply with either exzstmg instream flow Requrrements
(e.g. ‘State Water Board Orders; Biological Opinions, Federal Energy: Regu!atory Comm;ssron .
'L;censmg Program) or the Tessmann mstream ﬁow Reqmrements wh:chever ss greater R

o The mstream flow Requrrement oomphance gages are Ioca’eed in areas that are generaliy
‘representative of the water availability and total demand occurring upstream of the gaging
location or in a similar watershed: ‘However, impacts: may still occur:in-areas: ‘where there: is -
significant iocahzed cannabis ou!tlvatlon compared to water availability or where the comphance
gage does not accurately reflect the demand'in a ‘paired watershed.  To help ensure d:versmn of
water for cannabis cultivation does riot negatwely impact the flows needed for fish' spawning,
m;gration and rearing, or the flows needed to'maintain natural flow vanabrhty, the cannabis
cuitivator shall maintain a minimum bypass of at least 50% of the streamflow past the cannabis
cultwator‘s pomt of dlvers:on sn additzon to the appfrcable numer;c ;nstream ﬂow Requrrements

?@i.. CY QMPLEM?ENTAT DN Ahiﬁ SGMPLEANQE

ﬁeeregeee . : - -

The. Requzrements estab!tshed by ih:s Pohcy wil be :ncorporated and tmpiemented through the
statewide Cannabis General Order, any waste dlscharge requzrements addressing cannabis
cultivation activities adopted by a Regional Water Board, Cannabis SIUR, Water Rights
Perrmttlng and L{cens:ng Program and CDFA’s CalCannabls Culhvahon L:censmg Program.

12 https l/watercfata usgs goviea!nwrs/rt viewed May 19, 2017.
3 https //cdec water ca, gov/ v;ewed May 19 2017
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General Waste Discharge Reguirements and Waiver of Waste Discharge Requirements
for Discharges of Waste Associated with Cannabis Cultivation Activities (Cannabis
Genaral Order} S _ -

Water Code section 13260 requires that any person discharging waste or proposing to
discharge waste that could affect the quality of the waters of the state must file a report of waste
discharge to obtain coverage under waste discharge requirements (WDRs) or a waiver or
WDRs. Water Code section 13263(a) requires that WDRs implement applicable water quality
contro! plans, taking into account the beneficial uses to be protected, applicable water quality
objectives, and the need to prevent a condition of poliution or nuisance.

Water Code section 13263(i) authorizes the State Water Board to prescribe general WDRs for a
category of discharges if the State Water Board determines that all of the following criteria apply
to the discharges in that category: the discharges are produced by the same or similar
operations; the discharges involve the same or similar type of waste; the discharges require the
same or similar treatment standards; and the discharges are more appropriately regulated '
under general WDRs than individual WDRs. Water Code section 13269 states that the State
Water Board may conditionally waive the requirements to file a Report of Waste Discharge
under Water Code section 13260(a)(1) and/or to prescribe WDRs under Water Code section
13263(a) for a specific discharge or specific type of discharge where such a waiver is consistent
with the applicable Regional Water Board Basin Plans and is in the public interest. Water Code
section 13146 requires that WDRs comply with state policy for water quality control. The
Cannabis General Order will implement this Policy and the legal authorities described above.

Cannabis cultivators enrolled under Order R1-2015-0023 or Order R5-2015-0113 may continue
to operate under the applicable Regional Water Board order until July 1, 2019, at which time
coverage under the statewide Cannabis General Order shall be required. Prior to obtaining
coverage under the statewide Cannabis General Order, a cannabis cultivator may pursue a
small imigation use registration from the Division of Water Rights, and as part of granting the
resuiting small use irrigation registration, the Division of Water Rights may condition the
registration on flow, diversion, storage, or similar requirements of Attachment A.

Appiicability, Tier Designation, and Threat to Water Quality o .

The Cannabis General Order will provide a statewide tiered approach for permitting discharges
and threatened discharges of waste from cannabis cultivation and associated activities,
establish a personal use exemption standard, and provide conditional exemption criteria for
activities with a low threat to water quality. Tiers are defined by the amount of disturbed area.
The disturbed area indicates the threat to water quality because level of threat is proportional to
the area of disturbed soil, the amount of irrigation water used, the potential for storm water
runoff, and the potential impacts to groundwater (e.g., the use of fertilizers or soil amendments,
the possible number of employees on site, etc.).

The criteria far the tier structure consist of three exemptions and two tiers, as follows:
a. Personal use-exempt cannabis cultivators are very small, non-commercial cultivators

that are exempt from the Cannabis General Order. (See the Exemptions for Certain
Cultivation Activities section.) _ ‘

b. Indoor commercial cultivation activities are conditionally exempt under the Cannabis
General Order. (See the Exemptions for Certain Cultivation Activities section.)
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c. Outdoor commercral cultivation activities that disturb less than 2,000 square feet may
-+~ be conditionally exempt under the Generat Order (See the Exemptlons for Certarn
'Cuttlvatlon Actlvrtses sectlon ) - :

d. Trer 1 outdoor commerma[ cuitrvatron actlvrtzes drsturb an area equa[ to or greater
- than 2,000 square feet and less than 1 acre (43 560 square feet)

‘6. Tier2 outdoor commercrat cultrvatlon actrvmes drsturb an area equal to or greater
,than 1 acre. ' . : . o

'i}etermmatrea ef Total ﬁrstarbea ﬁrea S HET

To determine total disturbed area for the purpose of trer determmatlon see the “Land .
Disturbance” defi nrtron rn the Attachment A !n addrt;on ‘cannabis cuitlvators shali conssder the
foilowmg : - : . : : - :

a, Cannabrs cultivators that cultrvate m multsple areas wrthrn a parcet or contsguous :
. parcels shall add all the disturbed areas together to calculate the total disturbed :
area. For example, a cannabis cultivator that operates two cultavatlon areas that
. each disturb 1,100 square feet must report a disturbance of 2,200 square feet and
. does not qualify for a conditional exemption under the General Order. Cannabis
~ “cultivators that cultivate cannabis on non-contlguous parcels must evaluate each
-parcel for regu!atory coverage separately R S

R Exzstmg access roads that were constructed prror to estabhshment of cuttrvation
- “activities that were designed; constructed, upgraded, and are maintained conS|stent
- with the guidance: presented in the Handbook for- Forest, Ranch,-and Rural Roads
SRS {Road. Handbook) are not considered a disturbed area for.the purpose of tier -
- determination under the Cannabis General Order. ‘However, the existing‘access

roads are included as areas requiring Best Practicable Treatment or Contro! (BPTC) BT

. '3rneasure ma;ntenance actlvrtles to prevent rmpalrment to water quallty

- c .Areas where ptant materlat has been removed fer the purpose of W|Idf|re suppress:on
-and:where the plant: matena| wrtl recover wrth seasona! prec:lpltatron are not L
: _- :.cons;dered dlsturbed S o

ﬁ%sk ﬁeiermmat;ea : FEINS B e o i
Tier 1. and Tier 2: enroltees under the Cannabts Genera! Order must characterrze the rrsk
desrgnatron based on the stcpe of. drsturbed areas and the proxrmrty to a water’ body.

The Cannabls GeneraE Order provrdes cnterta to evatuate the threat to water quallty based on

- a.. Slope of disturbed area: Increased slopes rnay be assocrated wrth decreased so;l
. stability; especially when associated with vegetation removal. ‘Storm water.and .
- excess jrrigation water are more. irkely to runoff and dascharge off-srte from stoped
-_-_.surfaces Tl . B LT

L | I Prox;mﬁy to a surface water body Rrpanan setbacks from surface water bodres -
~.-generally reduce impacts to water.quality. -Disturbed areas within the rrpanan
setbacks are more likely to discharge waste constituents to surface water,-
therefore, any sites that cannot meet the riparian setback Requirements are
~‘considered fo be: high nsk sites. Refer to the Attachment Afor rrpanan setback -
-Reqmrements o : o
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For each site, risk determination is done based on the characteristic that poses the greatest
threat to water quality. For example, if a site has multiple cultivation areas and one of the
cultivation areas is located on a slope greater than 30 percent and less than 50 percent, all the
cultivation areas will be classified as moderate risk.. .

A summary of risk desighation is presented below:

Table 1. Summary of Risk Designation

l.ow Risk Moderate Risk _ High Risk

» Any portion of the
disturbed area is focated

e+ No portion of the disturbed | »  Any portion of the disturbed

area is located on a slope area is located on a slope o o

greater than 30 percent, greater than 30 percent and ::t;t;!gctkhggpﬁir::; ents

and : less than 50 percent, and q '
s Al of the disturbed area + Al of the disturbed area

complies with the riparian complies with the riparian

setback Requirements, setback Requirements.

Exemg%s&m for Certain Cultivation ﬁz:!;w;i:es .

Certain cultivation activities qualify for exemption from the requarements under the Cannabis
General Order due to their low threat to water quality; however, the exemptions do not limit the
Water Boards authority to inspect the site, evaluate the exemption status, or evaluate other
water quality or water right regulatory requirements. Note that even cannabis cultivation
activities that are exempt from the Cannabis General Order must comply with certain conditions
in order to maintain their exemption. _

Persem Use Exemptma

Cultivation operations that qualify fora personai use exemptlon from the Cannabls General
Order are those that are consistent with Health and Safety Code sections 11362.77 (medical
marijuana) or Health and Safety Code section 11362.2 (non-medical marijuana) and
subsequent revisions of the statutes, disturb an area (in aggregate) less than 1,000 square feet,
and comply with the additional conditions below. These cultivation activities are exempt from
requirements to obtain CDFA cannabis cultivation licenses because they are not a commercial
activity, and also present a lower threat to water quality and thus are not required to submit any
application information to obtain coverage under the Cannabis General Order. The 1,000
square feet personal use exemption criteria provide sufficient area for outdoor cultivation of six
mature plants for non-medical (recreational) use, or 500 square feet of cannabis plant canopy,
as allowed for medical cultivation purposes.

The exemptions apply per parcel or contiguous parcels; no coalitions, cooperatives, or other
combination of cultivation activities can claim the personal use exemption for activities on the
same parcel. The personal use exemption shall not apply if the cannabis cultivator faits to
comply with all applicable conditions, including the non-commercial activity requirement. If the
personal use exemption does not apply, the cannabis cultivator shall contact the Regional
Water Board to determine if the activity qualifies for conditionally exempt status, or instead must
enroll under the Cannabls General Order under Tier 1 or Tier 2

To qualify for the personai use exemptlon a cannabls cultlvator must comply W|th all of the
following, as applicable: .
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a. The cultwat:on area shall be cont:guous (all iocated tn one area)

- b.. The dlsturbed area shall comply with the npanan setback Requrrements in
T _.-Attachment A of thrs Poitcy and occupy less than 1 000 square feet

. c No. part of the dlsturbed area shali be located on tand w:th a stope greater than 20
' ;percentand i y e e . -

- d. '_The cannabls cultivator shall comply with th;s Potlcy and smplement att apphcabte
e :'Requsrements fisted in Attachment A of thls Pot:cy L . '

_The personal use exemption does not alter any other tegat requsrement (e g., Iamltatzons on

sales, distribution, or donations of cannabis).. Non-commercial cultivation activities require.a -
valid basis of right for the diversion and use of water and therefore may.require a water right.
The exemptlon for enro!lmg under.the General Order does not affect the requirement to obtain
authorization for water diversion. The personal. use exemption does not affect other. Poilcy

' requlrements such as the Reqwrement to obtaln authortzation for. water: dtvers:on :

Ceadstzeaa§ &xemm{oﬁ A SR _ .
Cannabis cuitsvatnon act:v;tres that dleUl’b an area (rn aggregate) iess than 2 000 square feet on

" any one parcel oron contlguous parcels managed as a single operatuon and that comply with all

‘of the additional cultivation area criteria listed below are conditionally exempt from enrolhng
under the General Order but are required to obtain coverage under the waiver of WDRs -
-(Wa;ver) The 2,000 square feet-conditional exemptron criterion allows: sufficient:area for
ouitdoor cuttivation:for small commercial activities. ‘Facilities with larger disturbed areas are an

~inherently higher threat to’ water: quahty and-are subject to: addrtaonat reguiatory oversight. The
conditional exemption applies per-parcel or contlguous parcets no coatltaons cooperatsves or -
other combmatlon of cannabis cultivation activities: can-claim’ the conditional exemption for-
activities on:the'same: parcet To be condetlonalty exempt a cannabls cutttvator must compty

: W|th all of the fotlowmg : S : : s

S a The cuttlvatron area shalt be contiguous (aEl tocated m one area)

b The dtsturbed area shalt compty weth the rrparlan setback Requlrements |n
Attachment A of this Policy and.occupy less than 2,000 square feet;

. No part of the d:sturbed area shat! be tocated on iand wnth a siope greaterthan 20
percent and S : R

d The cannabls cuitfvator shati comply wrth th!s F’ohcy and impiement all apphcabte
Requurements listed in Attachment Aof this Pohcy : - NS

The conditional exemption does not alter any other legal requirements (e.g., limitations on sales,
distribution, or donations of cannabis).: Cultivation activities that are conditionally exempt under.
the General Order still require a valid basis of right for the diversion and use of water and
therefore may ‘still require a water. right. The conditional’ exemptxon under the General Order
does not affect the requirement to obtain authorization for water diversion. ‘To obtain o
documentation of conditionally exempt status, such cannabis cultivators must submit applscat:on
information under the Cannabis General Order. ‘Refer to the Application Process and Fees

- section of the Cannabis General Order for information on the Cannabls General Orders

: apphcatfon reqwrements S : T :
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Exempijon for Indoor Cultivation Activities

Indoor commercial cannabis cultivation may be performed using hydroponic growing systems,
soil, or other growth media. To maintain suitable growing conditions, wastewater is discharged
from hydroponic systems when the irrigation water contains excessive salinity or nutrients.
Irigation tail water is generated when excess water drains from the growth media. Irrigation tail
water or hydroponic wastewater may contain nutrients (e.g., phosphate or nitrate), salinity
constituents (e.g., sodium, chloride, potassium, calcium, sulfate, magnesiumy), and other
constituents {(e.g., iron, manganese, zinc, molybdenum, boron, and silver)*. Other sanitation
based wastewaters may also be generated at indoor commercial cannabis cultivation sites.
These miscellaneous industrial wastewaters may contain biocides, bleach mixtures, or other
chemical waste streams.

Commercial cannabis cultivation activities that occur within a structure with a permanent roof, a
permanent relatively impermeable floor (e.g., concrete or asphalt paved), and that discharge all '
industrial wastewaters generated to a community sewer system consistent with the sewer
system requirements, are classified as conditionally exempt. To obtain documentation of the
conditionally exempt status to obtain a CDFA commercial cannabis cultivation license,
conditionally exempt commercial cannabis cultivators are required to obtain coverage under the
Waiver. Refer to the Application Process and Fees section of the Cannabis General Order for
information on the Cannabis General Crder's application requirements.

Discharges of irrigation tail water, hydroponic wastewater, or other miscelianeous industrial
wastewaters from indoor cannabis cultivation activities to an on-site wastewater treatment .
system (such as a septic tank and leach field), to land, or to surface water must obtain separate
regulatory authorization (e.g., WDRs, conditional waiver of WDRs, or other permit mechanism)
to discharge the wastewater. Such cannabis cultivators are classified as conditionally exempt.
To obtain documentation of the conditionally exempt status to obtain a CDFA cultivation license,
conditionally exempt cannabis cultivators are required to obtain coverage under the Waiver.
Refer to the Application Process and Fees section of the Cannabis General Order for
information on the Cannabis General Order's application requirements. oo

Indoor commercial cultivation activities that are conditionally exempt under the General Order
still require a valid basis of right for the diversion and use of water and therefore may still require
a water right. The exemption for enrolling under the General Order does not affect the
requirement to obtain authorization for water diversion.

Application Process and Fess o . _

Personal use exempt cannabis cultivators meeting the criteria described in the Exemptions for
Certain Cultivation Activities section do not need to apply for coverage from the State Water
Board or Regional Water Board. Cannabis cultivators that qualify for a personal use exemption
under the General Order are not required to pay an application fee or a subsequent annual fee.

Conditionally exempt sites (indoor or outdoor) are required to apply for coverage under the
Waiver on-line with the State Water Board and pay an application fee. "

Facilities that are classified as either Tier 1 or Tier 2 are required to enrolt under the Cannabis
General Order, apply on-line, pay an application fee, and pay an annual fee. Details regarding
the on-line application process are described in the Cannabis General Order. The application
fee serves as the first year's annual fee; cannabis cultivators will be billed on an annual basis.

14City of Litdeton — City of Englewood Pretreatment Pipeline. Third Quarter 2011, "Medical Marijuana - an
Exploding New Industry.” Webpage: http://iwww lewwtp.orgfhome/showdocument?id=5674. Accessed 17
January 2017. :
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Sites that pose a hrgher threat to water quality (e.g., d:sturb a larger area, located on a steeper
slope, or located close to a surface water body) require a greater level of regulatory oversight,
which transiates to higher costs to achieve water quality protection. High risk sites (any portion
of the disturbed area is located wrthm the riparian‘setback Requirements), will be assessed the
high-risk fee until the activities comply with the riparian ‘setback Requirements. Th:s does not’
apply to disturbed areas resulting from activities authorlzed under 404/401 Clean Water Act ™~
permits,’a CDFW:Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement, coverage under the Cannabis
General water quality certification, or sité-specific WDRs isstied by the Regional Water Board
The Cannabis General Order includes a compliance schedule to achieve compliance with -
riparian setback Requirements. It is the cannabis cultivator's responsibility to notify the _
Regional Water Board of comphance with the riparian setback Reqolrements to reassess the
annualfee. If the site’is ‘inable fo'meet the compliance schedule contalned in the Cannabis -
General Order for complying with the riparian’ sethack’ Rec;urrements the Regronat Water Board
may lssue a srte-specrflc enforcement order and compilanoe sohedu[e -

- -Some Regrona! Water Boards may approve thrrd party programs to assrst oannabls culttvators
with enrollment and compliance with the Cannabis General Order. Some cannabis cultivators
may elect to designate a Regional Water Board approved third party to represent them in issues

“related to application and compliance with the Cannabis General Order. The cannabis. =~ © -,

- cultivator, property. owner, and third party shall-all be identified in the Cannabis General Order -
application. -This Policy requires the cannabis cultivator to immediately notufy the appropnate
Regronal Water Board af the th:rd party is changed or. term:nated RN S :
Cannabis Srrrai ?rrrgatroa %.Eae Regrsi‘ratrort .

- Since January 1, 1989, the Water Rrghts Registration Program has been avalfabie for expedzted

acquisition of appropriative water rights for certain small projects. In accordance with the Water

Code section 1228, water right registrations are available for.small irrigation; smali- domestlc

--and livestock stockpond users. SlURsare: apphcable to irrigated crops for sale or trade,"
including commercial cannabis cultivation once general conditions are adopted. Small -

- Domestic Registrations (SDR) may be used for small, incidental watering and personal gardeas
and are not subject to this Policy (SDRs may.not be used for obta:mng CDFA commercial .
cannabis cultrvatlon I;censes) Lwestook stockpond reglstratlons are not available for cannabls
cultrvatloa o _ L o o

Although cultrvators often have multlple optlons to establish a water right for the|r water suppiy,
the State Water Board anticipates that many cultivators will choose the Cannabis SIUR because
it is a faster and easier way fo obtain a water right in. comparrson to the applroatron process for a
new appropnattve water. nght which can take many years. .In accordance with this Policy, "
cultivators who rely on surface water to :mgate their cannabis operatron are required to divert to
storage durzng the wet season (portzons of faii/wmter/spnng) and forebear from dlvertlng dunng
the dry season: (summerlportzons of fall). Because riparian water rights do not allow for water .
storage riparian water rrght holders who intend to cultivate cannabis will also be requ:red to
obtain an appropriative (storage) water nght (most hkely through the Cannabis’ SIUR) i in order to
comply with the Polrcy Cultivators should be aware that Cannabis S!URS hke other R
-appropriative water rights: 1) will not be issued for fully appropriated streams in the rastrrcted
diversion season, as it has been determmed that water is unavailable for appropriation; 2) may
not be available on rivers and streams deslgnated as Wild and Scen;c under The National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System (Public Law 90-542:16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.); and 3) are not ava:lable
where the water source js in a CDFW Instream F Iew Study area with a fmai flow ' L
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recommendation from CDFW submitted to the State Water Board under Public Resource Code
section 10002,

The Requirements established in this Policy serve as General Conditions for the Cannabis
SIUR water right registrations for commercial cannabis cultivation statewide. Cultivators will
submit their registration filing (application), have the ability to make payments, and receive a
water right registration certificate through the State Water Board’s online portal. Cultivators will
be subject to all terms and conditions set forth in this Policy as well as any additional conditions
assigned by CDFW.

CDFA’s CalCannabis Cultivation Lac&nsmg @fﬁgfam

In accordance with California Business and Professions Code (BPC) sections 26012 26013,
and 26060, CDFA is establishing a commercial cannabis cultivation licensing program. BPC
section 26051.5(b)(7) requires the CDFA to consult with the State Water Board on the source or
sources of water the applicant will use for cultivation. BPC section 26060.1(b)(1) requires that
CDFA include conditions requested by the State Water Board in any license, including but not
fimited to the principles, guidelines, and requirements established under Section 13149 of the
Water Code.

Compliance with the Requirements of this Policy is a pre-requisite for obtaining a CDFA
Cannabis Cultivators license. The law requires that cannabis cultivators provide evidence of
compliance with the Water Boards’ Requirements {or certification by the appropriate Water
Board stating a permit is not necessary) as part of their application for a CDFA cannabis
cultivation license. The State Water Board has primary enforcement responsibility for the
Requirements and shall notify CDFA of any enforcement action taken'®.

Continuing Authority to Amend Policy - '
Pursuant to Water Code Section 13149(a)(2), the State Water Board has continumg authonty
to amend this Policy as it deems reasonably necessary.

Instream Flow Dedmaﬁmag :

- Water Code section 1707 allows any person entitled to the use of water, whether based upon
an appropriative, riparian, or other right, to petition the State Water Board for a change for
purposes of preserving or enhancing wetlands habitat, fish and wildlife resources, or recreation
in, or on, the water.

Local Cooperative Solutions

if CDFW enters into an agreement with one or more cannab;s cultzvators and determines that
the agreement provides watershed-wide protection for the fishery that is comparable to or
greater than the instream flow Requirements provided by this Policy, the cannabis cultivator
or cultivators may request approval from the Deputy Director to implement the agreement in
place of the instream flow Reguirements (numeric, narrative, and forbearance) in this Policy.
The Deputy Director may approve the request subject to such conditions, including reporting
requirements, that the Deputy Director deems necessary to prevent injury to other legal users
of water or the enwronment

Other local cooperatlve solut:ons may also be proposed by cannabis cultivators to the Deputy
Director as an alternative means of reducing water use to preserve the required instream

15 Water Code section 13149(b)(5) -
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ﬂows Requests to implement local cooperative solutions may be submitted to the Deputy
Director at any time. Local cooperative solutions may include proposals to coordinate
diversions or share water, ‘Cannabis cultivators may also submit a local cooperative solution -
to the Deputy Director that requests to use or install, mezntaln ‘and operate a local gage and
move the flow. Requ:rement compliance point to that gage location. The Deputy Director may
approve a request, or: approve it subject to any conditions that the Deputy D;rector S,
determlnes to be appropnate, if the Deputy Dlrector determ:nes : :

: (a) The contmued drversron is reasonabie
(b} That other users of water wril not be sn;ured - N o
. _'-(c) That the relevant mmlmum ;nstream flows ldentifled m thls Pohcy w;tl be met and e

: (d) Gages used as comptranoe po:nts wztt be mstatted mamtalned and operated in .
--accordance with the. ‘gage.installation, mamtenance and operatron Requnrements in .
Sectron 3of Attachment A of thzs PoI;cy . ST e

L D:versrons in vrolatlon of alocal cooperatrve solutlon or agreement approved by the Deputy '
Director are subject to enforcement as a violation of this Policy. Interested parties wiltbe
provided notice of agreements, local gooperative solutions, and decisions under this section _
via: (1) the State Water Board's “Cannabls Cultwators" email subscnptson matlmg list; and
-(2) postmg on the State Water Board's cannabis webpage as soon as practicable. The Deputy
Director- may. issue a decision under thls section prior to. provrd:ng notice. Any fnterested T
‘person may file an ob;eotaon to.the’ proposed agreement proposed local cooperatlve squt:on ;
or decision, The. objectlon shall indicate the manner of service upon the certifier or petitioner,
" The State Water Board will conssder any objection, and may hold a heanng thereon after o
: inotlce to all mterested persons ' B R S

. _Tm%ai Autheraty ﬁayzege Clause.. :

- Nothing in this Policy shall-be construed to amend of modify in any way the authonty of
California Native American.tribes to regulate cannabis cultivation on Tribal lands reoogn;zed as
_“Indlan country w:thln the meanlng of title 18, United States Code sectzon 1151 :

EN?GRQEMENY

Compliance with this Policy is mandatory to ensure that the dsversnon of water and dlscharge _
of waste associated with cannabis cultivation does not have a negative impact on water
quahty, aquatto habitat, riparian habitat, wetlands, or springs. Timely and appropnate -
enforcement is ritical to ensure that cannabis cultivators enroll under the regulatory”
framework and- anticipate, identify, and correct any wolatrons Enforcement action’ may be
taken agamst cultivators who continue to grow oannabls in violation of state law and’ agamst
cultivators who enroll in regulatory programs, butfail to fully comply with the Requirements.
Appropriate penalties and other consequences for violations prevent cultivators that do not
comply with the Requwements from obtaining an unfair oompetltlve advantage and hetp ensure
public confidence in the regulatory framework =

Continuing ﬁetﬁeﬂty 1o Amend Water ggghte R
The State Water Board has continuing authorlty to amend or modlfy water nght permlts and g
licenses pursuant to'Water Code sections 100 and 275, i, after investigation, the State Water '
Board determines that a permiitted diversion results in an adverse impactto public trust
resources or results in a waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use or method
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of diversion of water, the State Water Board may modify a permit or license term or may adopt
additional requirements in order to protect the public trust, ensure that the waste is abated, and
ensure that the diversion and use of water is reasonable. Similarly, the State Water Board
may modify existing permits or licenses if the State Water Board determines that such
modification is necessary to meet water quality objectives contained in water quality control
plans or policies for water quality control established or modified pursuant to Division 7
(commencing with section 13000) of the Water Code. Such a modification will be made after
providing affected permit and license holders with any legally required notice, hearing or other
procedures.

Prohibition Against Waste and Unreasonabile Use of Water

The State Water Board has continuing authority under Water Code sections 100 and 275 to.
enforce the requirements of the California Constitution, Article X, section 2, which directs that
the water resources of the state be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent, and that water not
be wasted or unreasonably used. It further provides that rights to the use of water are limited
to such water as is reasonably required for the beneficial use served, and does not extend to
the waste, unreasonable use, unreasonable method of use, or unreasonable method of
diversion of the water. '

The reasonable use doctrine applies to both surface water and groundwater, and it applies
irrespective of the type of water right held by the diverter or user. (Peabody v. Vallejo (1935)
2 Cal.2d 351, 366-367.) What constitutes an unreasonable use, method of use, or method of
diversion depends on the facts and circumstances of each case. (People ex rel. State Water
Resources Controf Board v. Forni (1976) 54 Cal.App.3d 743, 750.) Underthe reasonable use
doctrine, water right holders may be required to endure some inconvenience or to incur
reasonable expenses. (Id. atpp. 751-752.) The State Water Board’s continuing authority
includes the power to enact regulations that preclude unreasonable use. (Water Code § 1058;
Light v. State Water Resources Control Board (2014) 226 Cal.App.4th 1463, 1482.)

In light of limited available water supply and the need for water to protect public trust
resources, the State Water Board has determined that it is a waste and unreasonable use of
water under Article X, section 2 of the California Constitution to: 1) divert or use water for
cannabis cultivation in a manner inconsistent with this Policy, regardless of water right
seniority; 2) to divert or use water for cannabis cultivation, where prohibited by state law, this
Policy, on public lands, or on tribal land without authorization; and 3) overwater cannabis
plants and cause runoff.

If, after investigation, the State Water Board determines that a water diversion is wasteful or
constitutes an unreasonable use, unreasonable method of use, or unreasonable method of
diversion of water, the State Water Board may reguire a person who diverts and uses water to
comply with measures to abate the waste or ensure the reasonable use of water, method of
use, and method of diversion. Such a requirement will be adopted subject to applicable State
Water Board procedures.

Protection of Public Trust Resources

The State Water Board has an affirmative duty to take the public trust into account in the
planning and allocation of water resources, and to protect the public trust uses whenever
feasible. In the exercise of that duty, the State Water Board may use its legal authority to set
requirements protecting public trust resources and order water users to comply..
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Incorporation of Policy Requirements in CDFA Cultivation Lieeeeee _
Implementation of the Requirements in this Policy is not solely the purview of the Water Boards.
Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 26060. 1(b)(1), CDFA will incorporate this
Policy's Requirements (referenced in the statute as “principles, gurdelznes and requirements”)
into cultivation licenses issued under its CalCannabis Cultivation Llcensmg Program and will
consult with the State Water Board regardlng their ;mplementation i the State Water Board or
CDFW finds, based on substantial evidence, that cannabis cultivation is causing significant
adverse impacts on the environment in a watershed or other geographic area, CDFA shall not
issue new hcenses or increase the total number of plant ldentrﬂers wzthm that watershed or
area"ﬁ" . . L o

Weterehed ﬁn?ereemen? ’i‘eam : ' SR

In addition to the Water Boards’ dedicated enforcement staff legreta’uon”r d:rected the Water
Boards and CDFW to expand the scope of the Watershed Enforcement Team .
(https:/fwavw,wildlife.ca. govlConservat;on/CannabasNVEP) from its initial North Coast/Central
‘Valley focus to.address cannabis cultivation activities statewide. . In.addition to pursuing
“enforcement related to cannabis cultivation, this team also prowdes pub[rc outreach and
educataon performs srte inspectlons and responds to compiamts S :

Eg?{}g‘ggmeﬁg?’@g : S T
The Water Boards have a variety of enforcement tools to correct noncompi;ance The Polrcy
may be zmptemented directly per Water Code section 1847. The Policy Reguirements will be
implemented:through the Cannabis General Order, the Canhnabis SIUR, and General Water
Quality Certification for Cannabis Cuiltivation Activities. The following summary includes types
of enforcement actions that r may. be taken by the Water Boards. The Water Boards will make
© every effort to coordinate any enforoement action’among its various drvasrons, offices, and
regions and not initiate* dupircatuve enforoement on the same vuoiatlons The Water Boards will
coordmate enforcement wrth other agencres where appropnate

'ie*’err‘aa Eﬁfereemen? :
" An informal enforcement action is any enforcement actlon taken by Water Boards staff that is
not defmed in statute or reguiatron ' A S o

%feri:aef eee’ iﬁiﬁﬁeﬁ Contacts _ '

An informal enforcement action can lnclude any form of commumcatlon (verba! written,

or electronic) between Water Boards staff and a cannabzs cultlvator concemmg an
actuat threatened or potentrai vnolatlon S il R .

' _'_;.f‘éez‘see ef t&efafﬁee Cen : : ]
A Notice. of Violation (NOV) Eetter is the most slgmf:cant tevel of informaf enforcement

. ‘action for.cannabis cultivators and should be used only where a violation has occurred.
-NOV letters must be s:gned by the appropnate staff and provnded to the cannabls
cuitrvator S S . S : . S

Formal Enforcement

Formal enforcement actions are statute-based actlons to address a wo!atlon or threatened
violation of water rights and/or water quality laws, regutat:ons policies, plans, or. orders. The
'actlons listed below present optrons available for water rrght and/for water quallty enforcement.

16 Business and Professions Code section 26069 (c)(t)
7 Water Code section 13276(a) and Fish and Game Code sect:on t2029(c) as estabtlshed in Assembly
Brlf 243 (Statutes 2015 Chapter 688, Wood) _
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Motice to Domply
The Water Boards may issue a Notice to Compiy far certain minor violations.

Order Technical Reports and Investigations

The Water Boards may conduct investigations and require technical or monstonng
reports from any person who has discharged, discharges, or is suspected of having
discharged or discharging, or who proposes to discharge waste.

Administrative Civil Liabilily
Administrative Civil Liability (ACL) refers to monetary penalties that may be imposed by
the Water Boards.

Supplemental Environmental Projects

The Water Boards may allow a person or entity to satisfy no more than 50
percent of the monetary assessment imposed in an ACL order by completing or
funding one or more Supplemental Environmental Projects (SEPs). SEPs are
projects that enhance the beneficial uses of the waters of the state, provide a
benefit to the public at large, and are not otherwise required of the person or
entity. :

Cipanup and Abatement Orders

Cleanup and Abatement Orders (CAOs) may be issued to any person who has
discharged or discharges waste into the waters of the state in violation of any waste
discharge requirement or other order or prohibition issued by the Water Boards, or who
has caused or permitied, causes or permits, or threatens to cause or permit any waste to
be discharged or deposited where it is, or probably will be, discharged into the waters of
the state and creates, or threatens to create, a condition of pollution or nuisance. The
CAQO requires the cannabis cultivator to clean up the waste or abate the effects of the
waste, or both, or, in the case of threatened pollution or nuisance, take other necessary
remedial action, including, but not limited to, overseeing cleanup and abatement efforts.

Time Schedule Orders o

Water Boards can require the cannabis cultivators to submit time schedules that sets
forth the actions the cannabis cultivators will take to address actual or threatened
discharges of waste in violation of requirements.

Coase and Desist Orders

To remedy water quality violations, a Reg:onal Water Board or the State Water Board
may issue a Cease and Desist Order (CDO) against the discharger. The State Water
Board also may issue a CDO for water rights violations. In addition to general authority
to issue CDOs, the State Water Board has specific legal authority fo issue a CDO
against any unlawful diversion or discharge for cannabis cultivation, any diversion or
discharge that violates this Policy, and any cultivation activity that violates other
applicable requirements that protect the environment.

Revocation of Water Righi Permits and Licenses '
The State Water Board may revoke a water rlght permit, license, or registration pursuant
to certain sections of the Water Cocfe

Modification oy Rescigsion of %i?aaie ﬁ;sm’?a;’ge ﬁeﬁwmwmmﬁ .
The Water Boards may modify or rescind waste discharge requirements (W DRS) in
response to violations. :
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Enforcement Referral
Depending on the nature of the violation, the Water Boards may refer vzoiattons to the

- State Attorney.General, County District Attorney, Clty Attomey, us Atiomey. or United .
:States Enwronmental Protectlon Agency : - L _ :
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OVERVIEW

This Attachment A contains diversion and discharge Requirements for cannabis cultivation
activities. The cannabis cultivator shall comply with all Requirements in this Policy, and
applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulations, and permitting requirements. In the event
of duplicate or conflicting requirements, the most stringent requirements shall apply. There are
five main categories of cannabis cultivation Requirements to protect water quality and instream
flows, which are organized into the following sections:

»

L ]

Section 1. General Requirements and Prohibitions, and General Water Quality
Certification for Cannabis Cultivation Activities

Section 2. Requirements Related to Water Diversions and Waste Dlscharge for
Cannabis Cultivation

Section 3. Numeric and Narrative Instream Flow Requiremnents (including Gaging)
Section 4. Watershed Compliance Gage Assignments

Section 5. Planning and Reporiing

Definitions
The following are definitions of terms used in the Pohcy, Attachment A, Staff Report, and
General Order.

No.

DEFINITION

Access Road — A road, other than a completely paved road regularly maintained by a
governmenta_t entity, that provides access to one or more cannabis cultivation areas.

Agronomic Rate — The rate of application of irrigation water and nutrients to plants
necessary to satisfy the plants’ evapotranspiration requirements and growth needs and
minimize the movement of nutrients below the plants root zone. The agronomic rate
considers allowances for supplemental water (e.g., effective precipitation), irrigation
distribution uniformity, nutrients present in irrigation water, Ieachlng requsrement and plant
available nitrogen.

Anadromy (adj. form: anadromous) _— Migration of fish, as adults or subadu_lts', from salt
water to fresh.

Aquatic Base Fiow — The set of chemlcai physical, and blologlcal instream flow conditions
that represent limiting conditions for aquatic life in stream environments. The aquatic base
flow is determined using defined scientific methodology that equates the aquatic ecosystem
health with the flow in the stream, calculated by applying the New England Aguatic Base
Flow Standard.

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrate — Aquatic animals without backbones that can be
seen by the unaided eye and typically dwell on rocks, logs, sediment or plants. Examples
include, but are not limited to, insects, mollusks, amphipcds, and aguatic worms. Common

Cannabrs Cultlvat;on Pohcy AtlachmentA . October 17 2017 . - o - . . Page3




- No.

DEFEN!TION

aquatic insects include, butare not llmlted to, mayﬂzes stoneﬂtes oaddlsfl:es true ﬂles
water beetles, ciragonﬂies and damselflles . .

E Aquatlc non-f' sh vertebrate — Include but are not I|m|ted to aquat|c mammals such as

beavers, river otters, and muskrats; amphibians, such as frogs and salamanders and

: aquauc reptiles, such as snakes and turttes

' Average, also called mean — The sum of measured values drwded by the number of

samples

| California Natlve Amerlcan tnbe - As defined in sectlon 21073 of the Publlc Resources

Code: a Native American tribe located in California that is on the contact list maintained:by
the Native Amencan Hentage Commtss:on for the purposes of Chapter 905 of the Statutes of

: 2004

Cafmabis Cultivation - Any activlty involving or necessa'ry for the planting; 'gro'w'lng.,
pruning, harvesting, drying, curing, or trimming of cannabis. This term includes, but is not

| limited to: (1) water diversions for cannabis ‘cultivation, and (2) activities that prepare or
| develop a cannabis cultivation site ‘or.otherwise: support cannabls cult;vahon and whlch
- discharge or threaten to dlscharge waste to waters of the state. '

Cannabls Cultwatron Area s defmed by the followmg

a For |n~ground plants, the cult:vatlon area |s deﬂned by the penmeter of the area
_'planted mcludung any mmeduately ad;acent surroundlng access pathways .

b, For plants grown outdoors in oontazeers (e g pots grow begs etc )the cultlvataon
. -area is defined by the perimeter of the area that contains the containers, including
any lmmedlately adjacent surrounding access pathways The area is not I;mlted to
. the sum of the area of each mdlvadual contamer Ll

C. For plants grown mdoors that do not quallfy for the condlt:onal exemptlon under the

--Cannabis General Order, the cultivation area is defined by the entire area contained

in the structure where cultivation occurs exciudmg any area used solely for activities

. that are not cultivation activities (e.g., office space). Areas used for storage of- '

. - materials, equipment, or items. related to cannab:s culttvatlon shall be mcluded in the
cuttlvatzon area caloulauon : _ . . Do

..j Cannabls Cultlvatton Srte A location where cannabls is planted grown, pruned
1.

harvested clned cured gradeci or tnmmed or where any combanatlon of these act:vnt:es
OCCurs. S . N . R

12.

Cannabis Cultivator — Any person or entlty engaged in cultlvatmg cannabls who diVGI’tS

water (i.e., diverter) or discharges or threatens to dlscharge waste (i.e., discharger). : This
term lncludes business entities; employees; contractors; landowners; cultivators Jessees;
and tenants of private land where cannabis i is cultivated and of lands that are modrﬂed or

_ malntained to facilitate cannabis cultwatlon

13.
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No.

DEFINITION

vegetation.

14.

Cannabis Canopy Area (Canopy Area) — The anticipated canopy acreage at plant maturity.

15.

: Césspool — An excavation in the ground receiving domestic wastewater, designed to retain

organic matter and solids, while allowing the liquids to seep into the soil. Cesspools do not
have a septic tank providing primary treatment of wastewater prior to discharge. A cesspool
is distinguished from an outhouse, pit-privy, or pit-toilet because liquid wastewater (e.g., from
toilet flushing, shower, or kitchen sources) is discharged to a cesspool.

16.

Channel maintenance flows — Peak streamflows needed for maintaining stream channel
geometry, gravel and woady debris movement, and the natural flow variability needed for
protection of various habitat needs of anadromous salmonids.

17.

Channe! thalweg — The line connecting the lowest or deepest points along a stream
channel. .

18.

Coarse sediment — Péfticte sizes of ¥ inch or Iargér, inciuding particles derived from
debris flows, that either contribute directly to spawning gravel, or that reduce to a smaller
usable size, or influence stream channel morphology by forming a substrate framework.

19.

Construction Storm Water Program — Refers to implementation of Water Quality Order
2009-0009-DWQ and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System No. CAS000002, as
amended by Order No. 2010-0014-DWQ, Order No. 2012-0006-DWQ, and amendments
thereto. Activities located in the Lake Tahoe Hydrologic Unit shall comply with the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System No. CAG616002, Order No. R6T-2016-0010 and
amendments thereto. Cannabis cultivators whose activities disturb one or more acres of soil
or whose projects disturb less than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of
development that in total disturbs one or more acres may need to obtain coverage under the
Construction Storm Water Program. Contact the appropriate Regional Water Board Storm
Water Program for a determination of the need for storm water permitting.

20.

Day — is the mean solar day of 24 hours beginning at midnight (12:00 am). All references to
day in this Policy and the General Order are calendar days.

_21.

Deep percolation — Infiltration of water through soil when storm water or excess irrigation
water is applied and percolates below the plant root zone.

22,

Discharger — any person or entity engaged in developing land for cannabis cultivation,
providing access to adjacent properties for cultivation activities, or engaged in the legal
cultivation of cannabis that discharges or threatens to discharge waste.

23.

Disturbed Area — see Land Disturbance

24.

Disturbed Land - see Land Disturbance

25.

Diversion — Taking water, by gravity or pumping, from a surface stream or groundwater,
into a canal, pipeline, or other conduit, including impoundment of water in a reservoir.
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DEFINIT[ON

26,

Dwerter - Any-person or entity that dwerts water from waters of the state mcludmg surface.
waterbodzes and groundwater . :

27

| Bredged matenai Any materlat that is excavated or dredged from a waterbody Thls

includes‘but is not limited to “dredged material"as deﬁned at tltle 33 sectlon 323 2
subdlwsnon {c} of the Code of Federat Regu!attons : ' : g

Ecotcglcat functlons and values (of riparian habitat) — Functions are onsite and offsite

- | natural’ riparian habitat processes. Values are the importance of the riparian:habitat to
28.

society in terms of health and safety; historical or cultural significance; ecological

‘characteristics, education, research, or sczentmc srgmfrcance aesthetlc sugmfncance

s -economrc srgmf;cance or other reasons

- 29, |

Ephemerat watercourse -"—See Watercour‘se def‘ nitions ENY

30.

Exceedance probabmty The probab:lsty that a spec;fred streamflow magmtude will be
exceeded The exceedance probabtllty is equat to ene divided by the recurrence interval.

31,
Con amount of water clasmed under a statement of water dlvers:on and use.

Face value -~—The maximum amount of water that is authorlzed to’ be dtverted under a water
right permit, license, registration, or livestock stockpond certificate, and the_maxlmum o

32‘* Iocahon ina stream channet

Face value demand — The sum of the face vatues of aII water rrghts above an |dent|f;ed

=5 '_ - F;I! matenal s Mateﬂa! pleced snto a waterbody that has the effect of enther reptacmg any

' 33 | portion of the water with dry land or changing the bottom elevation of the waterbody. This

includes but is not limited to “fill material” as deﬂned at title 33 sect:on 323 2, subd|V|S|on (e) _

| of the Code of Federal Regulatlons o

34,
SN ctassrﬁcataon fi sh are deflned as fmﬂsh

x Flsh Wsid fISh mo!tusks crustaceans tnvertebrates or amphrbians including any part

spawn, or ova thereof (California Fish and Code sectlon 45) For the purposes of stream

T F!cw frequency anatysm — A statistical techntque used by hydrolog:sts for estlmatmg the
35,
e magmtude recur

average rate'at whlch ﬂoods droughts storms stores ramfali events etc of a specnfsed

36, -

B Flow path — -The dtrectron water ﬂows along lts stream course from the point of dwers:on o
the Pacific Ocean. If a project will have a de minimis effect 6n flows in ‘a flow- -regulated :
malnstem river, then the flow path may termmate at the ﬁow—regutated me:nstem river.

Flow-regulated mamstem river — A river or stream in which scheduted reteases from

‘'storage are made to meet mlmmum mstream ﬂow reql.nrements establlshed by a State
' Water Board Orderor Decus;on ' :

38.

| Forbearance Perlcd —The catendar days or otherwrse defined con_dltions dunng which no

| water may be diverted. See elso Surface Water Diver.svon Penod
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39.

Habitat suitability criteria -— Structural and hydraulic characteristics of a stream that are
indicators of habitat suitability for different fish species and life stages.

40.

Hazardous material — Any item or agent (biological, chemical, radiological, and/or
physical), which has the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the environment,
either by itself or through interaction with other factors.

41.

Heavy equtpment — L arge pieces of machinery or vehicles, espema!ly those used in the
building and construction industry (e.g., buildozers, excavators, backhoes, bobcats, or
fractors).

42.

Hydraulic conductivity — The capacity of a porous medium to transmit water. The rate at
which fluid can move through a permeable medium depends on the properties of the fluid
{viscosity and specific weight) and properties of the medium (intrinsic permeability).
Hydraulic conductivity is generally measured in units of feet/day or centimeters/second.

43.

Hydrograph — A graph showing the rate of flow versus time past a specific point in a river,
or other channel or conduit carrying flow; generally measured in units of cubic meters or
cubic feet/second.

- 44,

Hyporheic — Denoting an area or ecosystem beneath the bed of a river or stream that is
saturated with water and that supports invertebrate fauna which play a role in the larger
ecosystem.

45,

Impervious surface — A permanent improvement affixed to the earth which does not allow
water or liquid to pass through it or permeate into the earth. Impervious surface includes a
house or primary structure, driveway, parking lot, walkways, sidewalks, patios, decks, green
houses, accessory structure(s), and other hardscape.

46.

| Instream cover — Areas of shelter in a stream channel that provide aquatic organisms

protection from predators or competitors and/or a place in which to rest and conserve energy
due to a reduction in the force of the current.

47.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM}— An ecosystem-based strategy that focuses on long-
term prevention of pests or their damage through a combination of techniques such as
biological contral, habitat manipulation, modification of cultural practices, and use of resistant
varieties. Pesticides are used only after monitoring indicates they are needed according to
established guidelines, and treatments are made with the goal of removing only the target
organism. Pest control materials are selected and applied in a manner that minimizes risks
to hurman health, beneficial and non-target organisms, and the environment.

43.

Intermittent watercourse — see Watercourse definitions.

49.

Invasive Species — Organisms (plants, animals, or microbes}) that are not native to an
environment and that, once introduced, establish, quickly reproduce and spread, and cause
harm to the environment, economy, or human health. For guidance on decontamination
methods and species of concern, see CDFW's invasive species webpage
https:/fwww.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/invasives. . _ _
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- DEFINITION

Lake and Streambed Alteratron Agreement — Flsh and Game Code sectlon 1602

| requires an entlty to notify CDFW pr;or o commencmg any actrvrty that may do one or more

of the following:

_ '-_ Substantraliy dlvert or obstruct the natural flow of any rrver stream or lake;

‘e Substantially change or use any matenal from the bed channel or bank ot’ any river,
“stream, or lake; or o :

. Deposrt debns waste or other matenals that could pass tnto any rrver stream or lake.

“Any nver, stream or !ake“ mcludes those that are: ep;sodlc (they are dry for periods of time) -

1 as well as.those that are perenmal (they flow year round). This includes ephemeral streams,

desert washes, and watercourses with a subsurface flow. It may atso apply to work

| undertaken within the. ﬂood plaln of a body of water. -

' Land D:sturbance Land areas where natural condltlons have been modrﬂed ina way that :

may result in an increase in turbidity in water discharged from the site. Disturbed land
includes areas where natural plant growth has been removed whether by physical, -animal, or .
chemical means, or natural grade has been modified for any purpose.- Land disturbance
includes all activities whatsoever associated with developing or modifying land for. cannabis -

: | cultivation related actnvntles Or access, Land disturbance activities include, but are not limited

51.
5 amendments {e.g., pottmg soil, compost,or bipsolids).are located. .

to, construction of roads, bu;ld;ngs, water. storage areas; excavation, grading, and. srte_
clearing. Disturbed land includes cultivation areas, storage areas where sou or sosl

1 Access roads that are des:gned constructed and malntamed orare reconstructed _
| consistent with the Handbook for Forest, Ranch, and Rural Roads (Road Handbook) and
“'that ;mptement the interim and 16ng term erosion prevention and soil stabilization measures

‘| contained in‘Attachment A, are riot considered disturbed areas for the purpose of tler R

determrnatzon under the Cannabls General Order

52,

| Landowner = Any person or en'cty who owns tn who!e or |n part, the parcel of Iand on which

cannabis cultlvatlon is occurnng or Wlﬂ oceur. A Iandowner need not be a cannab:s .

cultxvator

53, .

Laterals (ln the context of ;mgatron water imes) — Plpes between the control vatve and
the sprmkier heads. '

54,

L.egacy condltrons are srtes of hrstoncat actwrty whlch may not be related to cannabis
culitivation activities that may discharge sediment or other waste constituents to waters of_ the -

| state. Legacy conditions are caused or affécted by human activity. - Irnptementatlon of
. correct:ve actions can reduce or ehmrnate the waste d;scharge S

55.

: Llcensed Contractor In Cailforma anyone who contracts to perform work'that is va!ued at

$500 or more in ' combined labor and material costs must hoid a cutrent, valid license from _

"the Califomia Contractors’ State License Board Licensed contractors are class;fred as

general englneertng general bur!dtng, _or specralty contractors

'+ General engmeermg {"A" contractors) pnnmpally work with faxed works that require
specialized engineering knowledge and skill. ‘A general engineering contractor may

perform the work or hire specralty contractors for specific tasks

T e




DEFINITION

No.

e General building ("B" contractors) work on existing or new structures that require at
least two unrelated types of work. In some cases a general building contractor can
perform the work, but often must hire subcontractors with specialty licenses.

¢ Specialty contractors ("C" contractors) are those who specialize in a particular skill or

trade. Specialty or subcontractors usually are hired fo perform a single task.
Because there is sighificant overiap between specialty contractor skills, more than one
specialty contractor may be licensed to contract for a project.
56 Licensed Timber Operators (LTOs) — Persons who have been licensed under the Forest
" | Practice Act law and are authorized to conduct forest tree cutting and removal operations.
Local Environmental Health Department — To identify ones local environmental health
57. | department, enter your address information into the following website directory:
hitp:/icersapps.calepa.ca.gov/public/directory.
58. | Mainlines (in the context of irrigation water lines) — Pipes that run from the water source
to the control valves. ' :
59 Maximum cumulative diversion rate — The sum of the rates of diversion of alt diversions
" | upstream of a specific location in the watershed.
60. | Mean, also called average — The sum of measured values divided by the number of
© | samples. _ -
Minimum bybass flow — In the context of a diversioh'Requirement, it is the minimum
61. | instantaneous flow rate of water that must be moving past the point of diversion before water
may be diveried. .
62 Natura! monthly streamflows — Modeled monthly streamflows that are unaffected by land
* | use or water management. :
63 Offset well — A well drilled at an offset distance from a river or stream that is considered
" | pumping from the underflow of the river or stream.
64. | Perennial watercourse — See Watercourse definitions.
Period of re'cord — The time period for which flow méasurements have been recorded. The
65. | period of record may be continuous or interrupted by intervals during which no data were
collected.
' Permeability —The property of a porous rock or soil for transmitting a fluid. It measures the
66. . . .
relative ease of flow under unequal pressure. See hydraulic conductivity.
Pesticide — Pesticide is defined as follows: R
67. | - Per California Code of Regulations Title 3. Division 6. Section 6000:

Cannabis Cultivation Pol
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No. . DEFINITION

and Agncultural Code and sncludes mixtures and dilutions of pestlcades

(b) As the term is used in Sectlon 12995 of the Callfomla Food and Agncultural Code,
_ |ncludes any substance or product that the user intends to be used for the. pesticidal
. poison purposes spemfsed in Sectlons 12753 and 12758 of the Feod and Agncultural
- Code. -

-Per: Calrforn:a Food and Agrlcultural Code sectlon 12753(b) the term “Pestlc:de mcludes

| any of the following: Any substance, ormixture of substances which is intended to be used

| for defoliating plants, regulatmg plant growth, or for preventing, destroying, repelling, or.

.| mitigating any-pest, as defined in Section 12754.5, which may infest or be detrimentalto -~
| vegetation, man, animals, or households or be present in any agncultural or nonagncultural _
enwronment whatsoever : :

_ ln laymensterms pestlmde" ;ncludes rodentzc;des herbmdes, lnsectlcmfes fung;mdes,
and dlsmfectants s S _ o S

68. | Point of Diversion — A location at which water is withdrawn from a ‘.és'tfacem_tgrbody.

go. | Pool — A deeper area of water in a Stream' 6h.annet; i-lsu_a'li_y_qﬁiet and ofté_h_'_ﬁlzith':no.'vis_ibfe
o ﬂOW . - . . C e S : _

_ 70 | g Professmnal Archeo!oglst — An Archeologlst that is qualn‘” ed by the Secretary of lntenor
L _Regzster of Professnonal Archaeoioglsts or. Soczety for California Archaeoiogy :

_Qua!n‘:ed Bzolog;st an mdwtduat who possesses at a m:nlmum a bachelors or advanced '
| degres, from an accredited university, with a major in blology, zoology, _wtldlzfe biclogy,

71. natural resources science, or a closely related scientific discipline, at least two years of field . :
" | experience in the btology and natural history of local plant, fish, and wildlife resources . .

| present at the cannabis cultivation site, and knowledge of state and federal iaws regardmg

| the protectson of sensmve and endangered spemes : : _

Qualified Professmnal Qualtfzed Professlonal means |

: 1 :ndlwduals licensed in California: under the: Profess;onal Englneer Act (e g.
- Professional Engineer), Geologist and ‘Geophysicist Act (e.g:; Professional. Geologist,
.Certified Engineering Geologist, or Certified: Hydrogeologrst) and Professmnal Lend '
. ~Surveyors”Act (e.g., Professional Land Surveyor)?, .-+~ _ _
i} 020 aCalifornia Registered Professional Forester (RPF), and R :
3. “a Qualified Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPF’P) Developer (QSD)
o Qualified QSDs are California licensed civil’ engineers; professional geologlsts
- landscape architects; profess;onal hydrologists; certified professionals-in erosion and
~sediment control; certified inspectors of sedlment and erosmn control and certlfled
“erosion, sedlment and storm water inspectors : :

72.

A Qualifted Profess:onal shali only perform work hefshe is qualmed to complete consistent
| with-applicable ficensing and registration restrictions, and shall certify any work completed

Cannabls cultlvatlon land development in ttmberland may be des;gned by a quallfred

' See Busmess and Professwns Code sections 6?00—6799 7800 7887 and 8700 8805 respectwely
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DEFINITION

California RPF.

73.

Rangé of anadromy — Length of stream reach between the Pacific Ocean and the upper
fimit of anadromy (see definition of Anadromy), where migration, spawning and rearing of
salmonids occur. _

74.

Recurrence interval — The average time between occurrences of streamflows of a given or
greater magnitude, sometimes referred to as the retumn period. The recurrence interval is
equal to one divided by the exceedance probability.

75.

Redd — Spawning areas or nests made by a salmon or trout

76.

Requirements - Principles and guidelines established in accordance with Water Code -
section 13149 for the diversion and use of water for cannabis cultivation. Principles and
guidelines include: (i) measures to protect springs, wetlands, and aquatic habitats from
negative impacts of cannabis cultivation; and (i} requirements that apply to groundwater

| diversions where the State Water Board determines those requirements are reasonably

necessary.

77.

Residual pool depth e The difference between the depth of a pool at its deepest pomt and
atits outlet

78.

Restricted materials — Restricted materials are defined in Califomia Code of Regulations,
title 3, section 6400. Restricted materials include all “restricted use pesticides,” as defined in
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act section 3{(d){(1XC). Information on
restricted materials is available at:

http fhwanw. cdpr ca. gow‘docs/enforce/compend/voi 3/chap2 pdf.

.79

Riffle — A shallow area in which water flows rapidly over a rocky or gravelly streambed.

80.

Riffle crest — The highest point along the channel thalweg at a riffle.

81.

Riparian habitat — Vegetation growing close to a stream, lake, swamp, or spring that is
generally critical for wildlife cover, fish food organisms, stream nutrients and large organic
debris, and for streambank stability.

82.

Riparian Setback — setbacks from a watercourse or waterbody established to protect water

quality and/or aquatic life. For the purposes of this document, riparian setbacks also apply to
wetlands and surface water bodies such as lakes or reservoirs. Please refer to the Minimum
Riparian Setback table (Section 1, Requirement 37)

83.

Road Handbook The Handbook for Forest, Ranch, and Rural Roads availabie at:
<http:/iwww.pacificwatershed.com/PWA-publications-library>.

Salmomd — Of belonging to or characteristic of the family Saimomdae which mcludes
salmon, trout, and whitefish. : : )

Sheet flow length — The Iength that shallow, Idw velocity fiow_tr_a_v_e_ls across a site.
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86.

Site Mltlgatlon [Efforts to mitigate the impacts of Legacy cond;taons or cannabrs cultwataon

: actwrtres orn: the cannabrs cuitlva’szon site or lts surroundzngs

87.

: Srte Remedratlon Efforts to restore the cannabts oultlvatton site and :ts surroundlngs fo its

pre-legacy conditions or condition before cannabis cultivation aclivities began or to restore

| the cennabrs cult;vatlon site and zts surroundings to rts naturat cond:tlon

a8.

Slope shall be determmed across the natural topography (preconstructton) of the Iand fo
be disturbed. Measure the highest and lowest elevations of the land to be disturbed, then

- measure the horizontal distance séparating the highest and lowest elevations.’ ‘Determine

the slope using the formula below. - (Multiple the ratio by 100 to find the percent value.)

“There may be more than one slope value if the low elevation has higher elevations in =~
different directions.” The highest s!ope vatue calcu]ated (hlghest percentage numertcal!y) is

the veiue to be reported
' elevatwn dl f f erence

- horizontal dtstance
Slope ‘ Value of slope expressed asa percentage

x 100

* Stope =

Eievatron difference ~ Report in feet to an aocuracy of one rnch or one tenth of a foot.
Horizontai dlstance Report in feet to an accuracy of one fnCh or one tenth ofa foot

89.

| Soll Mater:als Inciucte soil, aggregate (rock sand or sou) pottlng soat compost manure,
orbzosollds ' - T :

90,

Spfmg See Watercourse deflnrtzons T

91. -

Stab:!lzed Areas — Consist of areas prewously dlsturbed that have been successfully

reclaimed to minimize the increase in sediment or turbidity in water discharged from the site.

.| Areas where: vehlctes may travel'or be parked may ‘not be conszdered stabltrzed

92,

Substrate —The material (e.g., sand, gravel cobbles boulders bedrock and combrnatlons :

thereof) that forms the.bed of a stream. .

| 93 » Surface Water Dlversmn Perrod — The caiendar penod dunng whtch water may be

diverted. See also Forbearance Penod

94,

Thalweg 'See channe! thaiweg '

95.

T:mberland Pursuant to Publrc Resources Code sectson 4526 means iand other than
land.owned by the federal government and land designated by the. Board of Forestry as
experimental forest land, which is available for,.and. .capable.of, growing a crop of trees of a

/| commercial species used to produce lumber and other forest: products, including Christmas

trees. Commercial species, ona drstnct baS|s are defmed in Cailfomla Code of Regulatzons

tile 14, section 895.1.

9.

'Tnbal Iands iands recogmzed as “Indzan country” wathsn the meamng of t;tte 18 Unrted

States Code, section 1 151
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No. DEFINITION
Turbidity — a measure of water clarity: how much the material suspended in water
97 decreases the passage of light through the water. Suspended materials includg soil particl.es
" | {clay, silt, and sand), algae, plankton, and other substances. The turbidity test is reported in
Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTUs).
Upper limit of anadromy — The upstream end of the range of anadromous fish that

98. | currently are or have been historically present year-round or seasonally, whichever extends
the furthest upstream.

09, Waterbody — any significant accumulation of water above the ground surface, such as:
lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, creeks, springs, artesian wells, wetiands, and canals.
Watercourse — a natural or artificial channel through which water flows.

e Perennial watercourse (Class I*):

1. In the absence of diversions, water is flowing for more than nine months
during a typical year,

2. Fish always or seasonally present onsite or includes habitat to sustain fish
migration and spawning, and/or

3. Spring: an area where there is concentrated discharge of ground water that
flows at the ground surface. A spring may flow any part of the year. Forthe
purpose of this Policy, a spring does not have a defined bed and banks.

» [ntermittent watercourse (Class II*);

1. In the absence of dlversmns water is flowing for three to nine months during
a typical year,
2. Provides aquatic habitat for non-fish aquatlc spacies,
100. 3. Fish always or seasonally present within 1,000 feet downstream and!or
4. Water is flowing less than three months during a typical year and the stream
supports riparian vegetation.

» Ephemeral watercourse (Class [lI*}: In the absence of diversion, water is flowing less
than three months during a typical year and the stream does not support riparian
vegetation or aquatic life. Ephemeral watercourses typically have water flowing for a
short duration after precipitation events or snowmeit and show e\ndence of being
capable of sediment transport.

« Other watercourses (Class IV*): Class IV watercourses do not support native aquatic
species and are man-made, provide established domestic, agricultural, hydroelectric
supply, or other beneficial use. .

*Except where more restrictive, stream class de&gnatuons are equivalent to the Forest
Practice Rules Water Course and Lake Protection Zone definitions (California Code of
Regulations, title 14, Chapter 4. Forest Practice Rules, Subchapters 4, 5, and 6 Forest District
Rules, Article 6 Water Course and Lake Protection). _
Watershed — The land area that drains into a stream. An area of land that contributes
101. | runoff to one specific delivery. point; large watersheds may be composed of several smalier

"subsheds", each of which contributes runoff to different locations that ultimately combine at
a common delivery point. Often considered synonymous with a drainage basin or catchment.
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Watershed (drainage basin) boundaries follow topographic highs. The term watershed is

‘also defined as the divide separating one drainage basin from another.

102.

Waterahéd drainage area m—”T:hé Iand atea that cotﬁprisos a watérah_éd..

103,

Watet' hauler — Any pers'on wtio hauls water in' bulk by a'ny means of ttén-sportatibn

104,

Waters of the State — any surface water or groundwater, including satme waters, within the
houndaries of the state (Water Code section 13050(e)).  Includes all waters within the state’s

_ boundanes, whether prwate or public, mcludmg waters in both_ natura! and al‘tlfICIal channels.

Waters of the state :nc!udes waters of the United States.

105,

‘Weed-free mulch — A certified weed free protective covering (e.g. bark chips, straw, etc.)

placed on the ground around plants to suppress weed growth retam soﬂ moisture, or
prevent freezmg of roots - _ _

106.

e Wetland an area isa wetland |f under normal clrcumstances

1. the area has cont:nuous or recurrent saturation of the upper substrate caused
~ by groundwater or shatlow surface water or both

2. the durataon of such saturatton is sufflcrent to cause anaeroblc condmons in
-~ - the upper substrate and EE

i 3._" the area s vegetation |s dommated by hydrophytes or the area lacks
o vegetatlon L _

‘Winter Period — oatendar dates from November 15 to April 1, except as noted under special .

| County Rules i m Caln‘orma Code of Regulations, title 14, sections 925.1, 926.18, 927.1, and
-1 965.5. ‘A Regional Water Board Executive Officer may impose a more restrictive winter

-period to protect water-quality based on special county rules oras specified in a Basin Plan.

- The following special rules or basin plan requ:rements apply:
107.

i. Santa Clara County Santa Cruz County, and Monterey County October i5to
- April 15;.

" i Marin County October 1 to Apral 15 and

Hil. - Lahontan Regional Water Board October ?5 fo May 1 (for atevateons above 6,000
feet).
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SECTION 1 — GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND
PROHIBITIONS

The following general requirements and prohibitions apply to any cannabis cultivator.

General Reguirements and Prohibitions

No.

TERM

Prior to commencing any cannabis cultivation activities, including cannabis cultivation land
development or alteration, the cannabis cultivator shall comply with all applicable federal,
state, and local laws, regulations, and permitting requirements, as applicable, inciuding but
not limited to the following:

The Clean Water Act (CWA) as implemented through permits, enforcement
orders, and self-implementing requirements. When needed per the
requirements of the CWA, the cannabis cuitivator shall obtain a CWA section
404 (33 U.S.C. § 1344) permit from the United States Army Corps of
Engineers (Army Corps) and a CWA section 401 (33 U.S.C. § 1341) water
quality certification from the State Water Board or the Regional Water Board
with jurisdiction. If the CWA permit cannot be obtained, the cannabis
cultivator shall contact the appropriate Regional Water Board or State Water
Board prior to commencing any cultivation activities. The Regional Water
Board or State Water Board will determine if the cannabis cultivation activity
and discharge is covered by the Requirements in the Policy and Cannabis
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Discharges of Waste Associated
with Cannabis Cultivation Activities (Cannabis General Order).

The California Water Code as implemented through applicable water quality
control plans (often referred to as Basin Plans), waste discharge
requirements (WDRs) or waivers of WDRs, enforcement orders, and self-
implementing requirements issued by the State Water Resources Control
Board (State Water Board) or Regional Water Quality Control Boards
(Regional Water Boards).

All applicable state, city, county, or local regulations, ordinances, or license
requirements including, but not limited to those for cannabis cultivation,
grading, construction, and building.

All applicable requirements of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW). ‘

All applicable requirements of the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE), including the Board of Forestry.

California Environmental Quality Act and the National Environmental Policy
Act.

If applicable, cannabis cultivators shall obtain coverage under all of the following:

a. The State Water Board’s Construction Storm Water Program and any successors,
amendments, or revisions thereto when applicable.

b. Activities performed in areas subject to California Code of Regulations title 14,
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TERM

:Chapter 4. Forest Practices (Forest F‘ractzce Ru!es) shalt be implemented conmstent
with the permitting, licensing, and performance standards of the Forest Practice
"~ Rules, 'and the Requirements of this Poiicy, whichever is more stringent

' The cannabls cuttwator shat[ appiy fora: Lake and Streambed Aiteratlon Agreement (LSA

Agreement) or consult with CDFW to determiine if a LSA Agreement is needed pnor to
commencmg any activity that may substantua!ly : :

- = .divert or obstruct the natural flow of any. river, stream -orlake; ... . :
L. _._change oruse: any matenai from the bed channel or bank of: any nver stream or
e _depos:t debns weste or. other meter;als thet could pass mto any nver stream or
- lake. -

‘Any river, stream or !ake " es defmed by CDFW mc!udes those that are ep;sodlc (they are
dry for penods of time) as 'well as those that are perennial (they flow year round). This
includes ephemeral streams, desert washes, and watercourses with a subsurface fiow it

_may also apply to work undertaken Wlthin the ftood plaln ofa body of water. .

- Cannabis cultavators shall not take any actlon whlch resutts in the takmg of Spec;ei Status
Plants (state listed and California Native. P!ant Society. 1B.1 and 1B. 2),. Fuliy Protected

species (Fish and Game Code sections 3511, 4700, 5050, and’ 5515) or a threatened,

| endangered, or candidate species under either the California Endangered Species Act

3 (ESA) (Flsh & Game Code §§ 2050 et'seq.) or-the federal ESA (16 U.S.C. §1531.etseq.). |

a ‘take," as defined by the California ESA (Fish and Game Code settion 86)or the federal

; ESA (16:-U.8.C: § 1532(21)),'may result from any act authorized under this Policy, the

---+| cannabis cultivator: must obtain:authorization from CDFW, National’ Manne Fisheries.

| 'Service, and United States Fish -and Wildlife Service, as appilcable ‘to lncndentally take such -

. |-species prior to land disturbance or operation associated with the cannabis cultivation

{ activities.  The cannabis cultivator is’ responsnble for meetlng alf requsrements under the -
California ESA and the federat ESA i : - '

A Regional Water Board may adopt site-specific WDRs oran enforcement'order tor a

cannabis cultivation facility that does not include requirements consistent with'the following if
.| the site-specific WDRs or enforcement order contams suff:ment reqwrements to be

protectwe of water quahty _
“The maximum s!ope tlmlt of 50 percent in dlsturbed areas.
The minimum nparian setbacks descr;bed hereln

The prohlbltlon agamst iand dlsturbance actlvmes dunng the wunter penod

To avond water quailty degradatlon from erosion end sedlmentat;on Iand dlsturbance
activities shall not occur during the winter period unless authorized by a Regional Water -

| Board Executive Officer. Cannabis cultavators shall ensure land disturbing activities aré .

compteted and 31te stabshzatson measures are in place pnor to the enset of the wmter penod

Cannabls CuEtwatuon Pollcy AttachmentA October 17 2017 DR SR R 'age's




No.

TERM

All land disturbing activities during the winter period shall be supervised by a Qualified
Professional.

A California Licensed Timber Operator (LTO)® shall be used if any commercial tree species
are to be removed from the cannabis cultivation site. All timberland conversions shall be
permitted and compliant with the Forest Practice Rules and CAL FIRE permitting
requirements.

Site improvements and limited repairs may be performed by the cannabis cultivator or

contractors as allowed by the Business and Professions Code (Bus. & Prof. Code, section
7044 and/or section 7048). All contracts to perform work that is valued at $500 or more in
combined labor and material costs shall be performed by an appropriately qualified and
licensed contractor as required by the California Contractors’ State License Board.

During land disturbance activities the cannabis cultivator shall review and eva!uate the
applicable daily weather forecast and any applicable 24 hour forecast* at least once per 24
hour period and maintain records of the weather forecast for each day land disturbance
activities are conducted. The cannabis cultivator shall cease land disturbance activities and
shall implement erosion control Requirements described in this Policy during any 24 hour
period in which the applicable daily weather forecast or any 24 hour forecast reports a 50
percent or greater chance of precipitation greater than 0.5 inch per 24 hours.

Consistent with Lahontan Regional Water Board Order No R6T-2016-0010, an anticipated
precipitation event within the Lake Tahoe Hydrologic Unit {Department of Water Resources
Hydrologic Unit No.634.00) is any weather pattern that is forecast to have a 30 percent or
greater chance of producing 0.1 inch of precipitation as rainfall in the project area. Cannabis
cultivators located in the Lake Tahoe Hydrologic Unit shall cease land disturbance activities
and shall implement erosion control Requirements described in this Policy during any 24
hour period in which the applicable daily weather forecast or any 24 hour forecast reports a
30 percent or greater chance of precipitation greater than 0.1 inch per 24 hours. This
requirement may be updated based on amendments to the Lahontan Regional Water Board
construction storm water general order.

10.

Prior to commencing any cannabis land development or site expansion activities the
cannabis cultivator shall retain a gualified biclogist to identify sensitive plant, wildlife species,
or communities at the proposed development site. If sensitive plant, wildlife species, or
communities are identified, the cannabis cultivator and Qualified Biologist shall consult with

2 Although emergency mitigation measures may not require obtaining coverage under the Construction
Storm Water Program, the elevated threai to water quality caused by emergency mitigation or
remediation work performed during the winter period requires planning and supervision by an
appropriately qualified professional to protect water quality, such as an appropriately certified or
registered Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan Developer.

3 Licensed Timber Operators or "LTOs" are persons who have been licensed under the Forest Practice
Act law and are authorized to conduct forest tree cutting and removal operations.

4 If available, the cannabis cultivator shall refer to the weather forecast developed by the National
QOceanic and Aimospheric Administration (NOAA) for the focal National Weather Service Office

{htto /v, weather.gov), If the NOAA forecast is not available, a forecast by a local television news or
radio broadcast shall be used.
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CDFW and GAL F‘JRE to designate:a no-disturbance buffer to protect identified sensitive
.| plant, wildlife species, and communities. A copy of the report s_h_a!l_ pe _submi_tted to the

I apprqpriate Regional Water Board. -

To prevent transfer of invasive species,5 all equipment used at the cannabis cultivation site,
“11. 1 including excavators, graders, etc., shall be cleaned beforje_a_rriyi_ng and before leaving the

site. "

| The cannabis cultivator shall cbimply with all applicable requirements of the State Water
12. . | Board and Regional Water Boards’ (collectively Water Boards) water quality control plans

| The cannabis cultivator shall immediately report any significant hazardous material release
- -or spill that causes a film or sheen on the water's surface, leaves a sludge or emuiision
beneath the water's surface, ora release or threatenad release of a hazardous material that
13.  |'may potentially discharge to waters of the state, to the California Office of Emergency

.| Services at (800) 852-7550 and the local Unified Program Agency.® The cannabis cultivator
-} shall also immediately notify the appropriate Regional Water Board and CDFW ofthe = -

release. . © .

e The cannabis cultivator -é_hai_l;_c:o'riﬁb!y _w'ithfa:[!_ W'atér-ﬂuality -o'bjéptiveéls;tan_d_a'rdé, policies, and
44, | implementation plans adopted or approved pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Water Quality
-] Control Act {California Water Code section 13000, et seq:) or CWA section 303 (33 U.S.C.

| During reaédnébt_e _h_odrs,.the canhabis_cﬁttivéto_r sh'aif allow the Water Bbards_, CDFW, CAL
x| FIRE, and.any other authorized representatives of the Water Boards, CDFW,-or CAL FIRE -
- | upon presentation of a badge, employes identification card, or similar credentials, to:
| 1. enter premises and facilities where 'barinabi's_is'¢ultiva_t_e'_ci;"wl_f__]_e;'-ef_\'_tva'_ter"i_s diverted,
stored, or used; where wastes are treated, stored, or disposed of; orin which any -
Jecordsarekept ..
15. .1 2. access and copy, any records required to be kept under the terms and conditions of
y __3. in_sp_éét.; _'photp'g_r_aph, and record a'_ug!i_o_ and video, any cannabis cultivation sites, and
. associated.premises, facilities, monitoring equipment or device, practices, or
- operations regulated or required by this Policy;and .~~~ .

4, -sample,a.mpnito_r, photograph, and record audio and video of site conditions'; any

~discharge, waste material -sUbStar_i'ce's_.- or water quality parameters at any location for

® CDFW defines-invasive species as organisms (plants, animals, or microbes) that are not native to an
environment, and once introduced, they establish, quickly reproduce and spread, and cause harm to the
environment, economy, or human health. Cannabis cultivators may refer to CDFW Internet webpage for
guidance on:decontamination methods and species of concern. See CDFW's invasive species webpage
at: ‘hitps://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservationfinvasives. . - : S
® Visit the Unified Program -Agency website at hitp://cersapps.calepa.ca.govipublic/directory for local -
‘contact information. If internet service is not avaitable call 911 to report the hazardous material release.
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the purposes of assuring cdmpliance with this Policy.

16.

The State Water Board may modify this Policy to implement new or revised water quality
standards, policies, or water quality control plans; total maximum daily loads (TMDLs),
TMDL implementation plans, or revisions to the California Water Code or CWA.

17.

The State Water Board may modify this Policy and the terms and conditions of water right
registrations if monitoring results indicate that cannabis cultivation activities could violate
instream flow requirements, water quality objectives, or impair the beneficial uses ofa
waterbody or its tributaries. o

18.

Cannabis cultivators shall not commit trespass. Nothing in this Policy or any program
implementing this Policy shall be construed to authorize cannabis cultivation: (a)on land not
owned by the cannabis cultivator without the express written permission of the landowner; or
(b} inconsistent with a conservation easement, open space easement, or greenway
easement. This includes but is not limited fo land owned by the United States or any
department thereof, the State of California or any department thereof, any local agency, or
any other person who is not the cannabis cultivator. This includes but is not limited to any
land owned by a California Native American tribe, as defined in section 21073 of the Public
Resources Code, whether or not the land meets the definition of tribal lands and includes
lands owned for the purposes of preserving or protecting Native American cultural resources
of the kinds listed in Public Resources Code section 5097.9 and 5097.993. This includes but
is not limited to conservation easements held by a qualifying Califomia Native American tribe
pursuant to Civil Code section 815.3 and greenway easements held by a qualifying
California Native American tribe pursuant to Civil Code section 816.56.

19.

The cannabis cultivator shall not cultivate cannabis on tribal lands or within 600 feet of tribal
lands without the express written permission of the goveming body of the affected tribe or
from a person deputized by the governing body of the affected tribe to authorize cannabis
cultivation on tribal lands.” :

20.

No cannabis cultivation activities shall occur within 600 feet of an identified tribal cultural
resource site. The cannabis cultivator is solely responsible for identifying any triba! cuitural
resource sites® within the cannabis cultivation area.

21,

Prior to land disturbance activities for new or expanded cannabis cultivation activities, the
cannabis cultivator shall perform a records search of potential Native American archeological
or cultural resources at a California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS)
information center. Any person who meets qualification requirements for access to the
CHRIS may perform the initial CHRIS records search and document the results. The
requirement to perform a CHRIS records search may be satisfied by using the results of a
previous CHRIS records search completed within the previous 10 years for the specific

parcel or parcels where new or expanded cannabis cultivation activities are proposed to

7 Tribal lands means lands recognized as “Indian country™ within the meaning of title 18, United States
Code, section 1151. . _ L _

8 |dentified tribal cultural resource site means a tribal cultural resource that meets the requirements of
section 21074, subdivision (a)(1) of the Public Resources Code.
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OCCUI' B

Pr:or to Iand dsstufbance actwltles for new or. expanded cannabis cu[tlvatton actwstles the
cannabis cult:vator shall also. request a search .of the Sacred Lands lnventory that is
mamtazned by the Natlve American: Hentage Commnssuon pursuant to Public Resources
Code sections 5097.94, subdivision (a), and 5097 96 (Sacred Lands Inventory) # the

| Sacred Lands Inventory search. reveals the presence or potentaat presence of Native

American places of special or social ssgnaf&cance to Native Americans, Native Amencan
known graves or cemeteries, or Native'American sacred places, the cannabis cultivator shall

-} consult with the tribe or. tribes that'are cultura!ly affiliated with the area in ' which these Native

'| American cultural resources exist or potentaaliy exist prior to any ground disturbing activities.

The snformat[on provided by tribes through' consultation with the cannabis cultivator shall be
maintained as confidential by the cannabis cultivator and'its agents. A new Sacred Lands
Inventory search is always requsred pnor to ground dlsturblng actlvmes for new or expanded .

: cannabls cultavatnon

The cannabls cuittvator shaif notify the Appropnate Person w;thm seven. days of recesvang a
CHRIS positive result or Sacred Lands Inventory pos;tlve result. The Apprcpnate Person is

| the Deputy Director for Water Rights’ (Deputy Director) if the ‘cannabis cultivator i s operatung

under the Cannabis Small Irrigation Use Registration (SIUR), the Executive Officer of the
applicable Regional Water Board (Executive Officer) if the cannabis cultivator is operating
under the Cannabis. General Order or Cannabis General Water Quat:iy Certiffcatzon orboth

_ L the cannabls cu!t!vator is eperatlng under both : programs.. .o _
i Inthe event that prehrstonc archeologmat matertais or. mdmators are sdentlﬂed in a CHRIS

positive result, the cannabis cultivator’ shali also notify the'Native American Hentage
Commission within seven days of receiving the CHRIS positive result and request a list of

any. California Native American tribes that are potentially culturally-affiliated with the positive . | .

h ) '.resu[t The cannabls cuitivator shall netffy any potentially culturally affiilated Calrfom;a

Natwe Amencan tribes of the CHRIS. posmve result wsthm 48 hours of recelvmg a l;st from

. |the Natlve Ameracan Hentage Comrn;ssnon

The cannabts cultlvator shall promptly retain a professzonal archeolog;st9 to evatuate the
CHRIS ‘positive result-and recommend appropriate conservation measures.” In the event of a
Sacred Lands Inventory positive result; the' cannabis cultivator. shall develop appropriate
mitigation and conservation measures in consultation with the affected California Native
American tribe, and.shall promptly retain.a professional archeclogist to assist in this task in
the event of a Sacred Lands Inventory positive result related to human.remains or
archeologscal resources. The cannabis cultivator shall stibmit proposed mitigation and
conservation measures to the appropriate person(s) (Deputy Director for the Cannabis SIUR

-and Executive Officer for the Cannabis General Order or Cannabis General Water Quality

Certlftcatlon) for wrltten approval The. appropnate person may requrre ali appropnate

" | measures necessary to conserve archeological resources and tribal cultural resources,

including but not hmited te Native Amencan monltormg preservatlon in place and

archeoioglcal data recevery

| Inthe. event that prehsstonc archeologtcal matenais or mdlcators are :dentlfled ina CHR!S

A ;)rofess:onal archeologist is one that is qualified by the Secretary of Intenor Reg;ster of Professronal
Archaeologtsts or Somety for California Archaeoiogy " : _ .
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positive result, or in the event of a Sacred Lands Inventory positive result, the cannabis
cultivator shall also provide a copy of the final proposed mitigation and conservation
measures to any culturally affiliated California Native American tribes identified by the Native
American Heritage Commission. The appropriate person wili carefully consider any
comments or mitigation measure recommendations submitted by culturally affiliated
California Native American tribes with the goal of conserving tribal cultural resources and
prehistoric archeclogical resources with appropriate dignity.

Ground-disturbing activities shall not commence until all approved measures have been
completed to the satisfaction of the Deputy Director and/or Executive Officer, as applicable.

22.

If any buried archeological materials or ihdicétors“’ are uncovered or discovered during any
cannabis cultivation activities, all ground-disturbing activities shall immediately cease within
100 feet of the find.

The cannabis cultivator shall notify the Appropriate Person within 48 hours of any discovery.
The Appropriate Person is the Deputy Director if the cannabis cultivator is operating under
the Cannabis SIUR, the Regional Water Board Executive Officer if the cannabis cultivator is
operating under the Cannabis General Order or Cannabis General Water Quality
Certification, or both if the cannabis cultivator is operating under both programs.

In the event that prehisteric archeological materials or indicators are discovered, the
cannabis cultivator shall also notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 48
hours of any discovery and request a list of any California Native American tribes that are
potentially culturally affiliated with the discovery. The cannabis cultivator shall notify any
potentially culturally affiliated California Native American tribes of the discovery within 48
hours of receiving a list from the Native American Heritage Commission.

The cannabis cultivator shall promptly retain a professional archeologist'’ to evaluate the
discovery. The cannabis cultivator shall submit proposed mitigation and conservation
measures to the appropriate person(s) (Deputy Director for the Cannabis SIUR and Regional
Water Board Executive Officer for the Cannabis General Order or Cannabis General Water
Quality Certification) for written approval. The appropriate person may require all
appropriate measures necessary to conserve archeological resources and tribal cultural
resources, including but not limited to Native American monitoring, preservation in place,
and archeological data recovery. :

In'the event of a discovery of prehistoric archeological materials or indicators are discovered,
the cannabis cultivator shall also provide a copy of the final proposed mitigation and

10 Prehistoric archeological indicators include, but are not fimited to: obsidian and chert flakes and
chipped stone tools; bedrock outcrops and boulders with mortar cups; ground stone implements (grinding -

slabs, mortars, and pestles) and locally darkened midden soils containing some of the previously listed
items plus fragments of bone, fire affected stones, shellfish, or other dietary refuse.

Historic period site indicators generally include, but are not limited to: fragments of glésé, ceramic and
metal objects; milled and split lumber; and structure and feature remains such as building foundations,
privy pits, wells and dumps; and old trails.

"' A professional archeologist is one that is qualified by the Secretary of Interior, Reglster of Professional
Archaeologists, or Society for California Archasology.
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conservation measures to any culturally affiliated California Native Amencan'tn'bes identified
by the Native American Heritage Commission. The appropriate person will carefully
consider any comments or mmgatlon measure recommendations submitted by culturally

| affiliated California Native American tribes with the goal of conserving prehistoric

archeo!oglcal resources and tnbai cultural resources weth approprsate djgmty o
Ground-dlsturbmg activities shail not resume wnth:n 100 feet of the dlscovery untui all

-1 approved measures have been completed:to the satisfaction of the Deputy Director and/or

Executive Officer, as applicable.

23.

' Upon discovery of any human remams cannab;s cuitwators shall lmmedaate!y comply w:th

Health and Safety Code section 7050.5 and, if applicable, Public Resources Code section

o lﬁ. 5097.98. The following actzons shall.be taken :mmed:ate!y upon the discovery of human

remams

| All ground{i:sturbmg act:vztles in the v:c:nnty of the dlscovery shaEI stop tmmedfateiy The

cannabis cultivator shall. immediately notify the county coroner. Ground disturbing activities
shall not resume-until the requirements of Health and Safety Code section 7050.5 and, if
apphcable Pubiic Resources Code section 5097.98 have been met.. The: cannabls cuitrvator
shall ensure that the: human remains are treated W|th appropnate dignity.

PerHealth and Safety Coc}e sec’uon 7050.5, the coroner has two worklng days to examine

| human remains after being notified by the person responsible for the excavation, or by their
| authorized representative. If the remains are Native Amencan the coroner has 24 hours to
notlfy the Native Amerzcan Hentage Cemmass;on C - R :

Per Public Resources Code sect:on 5097.98, the Native Amencan Herstage Comrmss:en will

immediately notify the persons it believes to be the most likely descended from the -
.| deceased Native American. ' The most ilkety descendent has 48 hours to make

o -recommendat;ons to the landowner or representatwe for the treatment ¢ or d;sposmon with
| proper appropriate 'dignity, of the human remains and'any assocaated grave goods if the
‘Native American Heritage Commission is unable to identify a descendant the mediation

provided for pursuant to subdlv:smn (k) of Public Resources Code section 5097.94, if

| invoked, fails to provide meastires acceptable to the landowner; or the most likely -

1| descendent does not make recommendations within 48 hours; and the most likely

o descendants and the landowner have not mutually’ agreed to extend discuissions regardmg
1 treatment and disposition ptirsuant to subdivision (b)(2) of Public Resources Code section

5097.98, the landowner or their authorized representative shall reinter the human remains
and items assaciated wsth the Native American human remains with approprzate d:gntty on

1 the property in‘a‘location not subject to further and futdre disturbance consistent with

subdivision (e) of Public Resources Code section 5097.98.." if the landowner does not

'accept the descendant’s recommendatrons ‘the’ Iandowner or the descendants may request

mediation by the Native American Hentage Comrmss;on pursuant to Publlc Resources Code
section 5097 94 subdwtszon (k) - : : . _

24,

| Pursuant to Water Code secttons 100 and 2?5 and the common Iaw public trust doctnne all

rights and privileges, including method of diversion, method of use, and quantlty of water

| diverted, are subject to the contlnu;ng ‘authority of the State Water Board in accordance with
| law and in the interest of the public welfare to protect public trust uses and to prevent waste,

unreasonab!e use unreasonable method of use or unreasonabte method of d:versnen of
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said water.

25.

Cannabis cultivators shali not discharge waste in a manner that creates or threatens to
create a condition of pollution or nuisance, as defined by Water Code section 13050.

26.

Except as'atlowed and authorized in this Policy, cannabis cultivators shall not discharge:

« irrigation runoff, tailwater, sediment, piant waste, or chemicals to surface water or via
surface runoff;

» waste classified as hazardous {(California Code of Regulations, title 23, section
2521(a)) or defined as a designated waste (Water Code section 13173); or

+ waste in violation of, or in a manner inconsistent with, the appropriate Water Quality
Control Plan{s}.

27.

Unless authorized by separate waste discharge requirements, the Cannabis General Order,
or a CWA section 404 permit, the following discharges are prohibited:
¢ any waste that could affect the quality of the waters of the state; or
wastewater from cannabis manufacturing activities defined in Business and
Professions Code section 26100, indoor grow operations, or other industrial
wastewater to an onsite wastewater treatment system (e.g., septic tank and
associated disposal facilities}, to surface water, or to land.

28.

Unless authorized by a Regional Water Board site-specific WDR, cannabis cultivators shall
not cultivate cannabis or have cannabis cultivation related land disturbance on slopes
greater than 50 percent.

29,

| Cannabis cultivators shall not use a cesspool for domestic or industrial wastewater disposal.

Cannabis cultivators shall not install or continue use of an outhouse, pit-privy, pit-toilet, or
similar device without approval from the Regional Water Board Executive Officer of the
applicable Reglonal Water Board.

30.

In timberland areas, cannabis cultivators shall not remove comrmercial tree species or other
vegetation within 150 feet of fish bearing water bodies or 100 feet of aquatic habitat for non-
fish aquatic species (e.g., aquatic insects) prior to obtaining all applicable permits required
from CAL FIRE, CDFW (i.e., LSA Agreement), and/or the Regional Water Board Executive
Officer. : . '

3.

Tier 1 or 2 cannabis cultivators located on slopes greater than 30% and less than 50% must
submit a Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to the Regional Water Board Executive
Officer for any cannabis-related land development or alteration. The Site Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan shall be approved by the applicable Regional Water Board Executive
Officer prior to the cannabis cultivator initiating or expanding any land disturbance. The
Regional Water Board Executive Officer may deny the request to conduct new land
disturbance activities for cannabis cultivation if local conditions (e.g., soil type, site instability,
proximity to a waterbody, etc.) do not allow for adequate erosion and sediment control
measures to ensure discharges to waters of the state will not oceur.

32.

Tier 1 or 2 cannabis cuitivators with any portion of the disturbed areas existing within the
setbacks shall submit a Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan to the Regional Water Board
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Executive Officer. The Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan shall be approved by the applicable
Regional Water Board Executive Officer prior to the cannabis cultivator initiating any land
stabilization activities. This requirement does not apply to disturbed areas resulting from
activities authorized under 404/401 CWA permits, a COFW LSA Agreement, coverage under
the Cannabis General Order water qua!:ty certlflcatlon or: sﬂe”specn‘lc WDRs |ssued by the
Reglonal Water Board. o S .

33.

' Cannabls cuit:vators under any Cannabrs General Order or mdl\nduat WDRS implementing

this Policy shall self-certify that they have complied with or will comply with all applicable
Requirements in this Policy no later than the onset of the winter period of the same year as
the application date and each year thereafter. If application occurs after the onset of the
winter period, cannabis cultivators shall self-certify that al! applicable Requirements in this
Policy will be implemented by the onset of the winter period of the next calendar year, and
each year thereafter. Those cannabis cultivators that cannot implement all applicable
Requirements by the onset of the winter period shall, within 90 days of application submittal,
submit to the Executive Officer of the applicable Regional Water Board a time schedule and
scope. of work for use by the Regional Water Board in developmg a compliance schedule.

34,

] Cannabls cult:vators shall implement ;ntenm Requwements ammed:ateiy foliowang land

disturbance, to minimize discharges of waste constituents. Interim Requirements are those

| that are implemented immediately upon site development. Cannabis cultivators shall
| complete all winterization Requirements prior to the onset of the winter. penod to prevent

wasle dlscharges that may result in water quality. degradat;on

35.

Cannabfs cultivators shall not cause downstream exceedance of appilcabfe water quahty

‘objectlves tdentifled in the app!lcabie water quahty control pian(s)

36.

The Iandowner is uitsmateiy respon51ble for any water quahty degradataon that OCCUrs on or
emanates from its property and for water diversions that are not in compliance with this

| Policy. Landowners will be named as responsible parties-and will be notified if a Cannabis

General Order Notice. of Apphcab:ltty or conditional exemption has been issued for cannabis _
activities on their property. The cannabis cu_[tlvator and the Iandowner wﬂl be held
respon5|ble for correctmg non-comphance '

| Cannabis cultivators shall comply with the minimum riparian setbacks descnbed beiow for all

. _.._Iand disturbance, cannabis cultivation activities, and facilities (e 9. matertai or.vehicle

37,

'storage petroleum powered: pump locations, water storage areas, and chemical toilet

placement). The riparian setbacks shali be measured from the waterbody’s bankfull stage
(high-flow water levels that occur every 1.5 to 2 years) or from the top edge of the waterbody
bank in‘incised - channels; whichever is more conservative. Riparian setbacks for:

“springheads shall be measured froni the springhead in all directions (circular buffer). |

Riparian setbacks for wetlands shall be measured from the edge of wetland as delineated by
a qualified professional with experience implementing the Corps of Engineers Wetlands
Delineation Manual (with regional suppiements) The Regional Water Board Executive
Officer may require additional riparian setbacks or additional requirements, as needed, to
meeét- the performance requnrement of protecting surface water from d;scharges that threaten

| water quality. If the cannabis cultivation ‘site cannot be’ managed to’ protect water qaallty, the

_Executtve Off:cer of the apphcabie Regtonal Water Board may revoke authorlzaﬂon for
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cannabis cultivation activities at the cannabis cultivation site.
Minimum Riparian Setbacks'~

‘Watercourse .

Common Name_ Class® Distance
Perennial watercourses, waterbodies E 150
(e.g. lakes, ponds), or springs* :

| Intermittent watercourses or wetlands H 100 ft.
Ephemeral watercourses Hi 50 ft..
Man-made irrigation canals, water Established
supply reservoirs, or hydroelectric Y, Riparian
canais that support native aquatic Vegetation
species Zone
All other man-made irrigation canals,
water supply reservoirs, or - v N/A
hydroelectric canals

! A Regional Water Board may adopt site-specific WDRs or an enforcement order for a cannabis
cultivator with requirements that are inconsistent with the setbacks in this table if the Executive
Officer determines that the site-specific WDRs or enforcement order contains sufficient
requirements to be protective of water quality.

2 Cannabis cultivators enrolled in a Regional Water Board order adopting WDRs or a waiver of
WDRs for cannabis cultivation activities prior to October 17, 2017, may retain reduced setbacks
applicable under that Regional Water Board crder unless the Regional Water Board’s Executive
Officer determines that the reduced setbacks applicable under that order are not protective of water
quality.

3 Except where more restrictive, the stream class designations are equivalent to the Forest Practice
Rules Water Course and Lake Protection Zone definitions (California Code of Regulations, title 14,
Chapter 4. Forest Practice Rules, Subchapters 4, 5, and 6 Forest District Rules, Article 6 Water
Course and Lake Protection). _ _

4 Spring riparian setbacks default to the applicable watercourse riparian setback 150 feet
downstream and/or upstream of the spring’s confluence with the watercourse or 150 feet
downstream of the point where the spring forms a watercourse with defined bed and banks.

Cannabis General Water Quality Certification

For the purposes of section 401 of the Clean Water Act, the State Water Board certifzes ihat
cannabis cultivation activities in compliance with the conditions of the Policy and General Order
will comply with sections 301, 302, 303, 306, and 307 of the Clean Water Act, and with .
applicable provisions of State law, subject to the following additional terms and conditions:
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This certification action is subject to modification or revocation upon administrative or judicial
review; including review and amendment pursuant to Water Code section 13330 and
Callifornia Code of Regulations title 23 sectlon 3867.

This certification action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any dlscharge
from any activity involving a hydroelectric facility requiring a Federal Energy Regulatory

| Commission (FERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the pertinent

certification application was filed pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 23, section .
3855, subdivision (b), and the application specifically identified that a FERC license or
amendment to a FERC hcense for a hydroelectric facility was being sough’t

This certification is conditioned upon total payment of any fee required under California

| Code of Regulatlons title 23, division 3, chapter 28.

| A cannabis cultivator seeking water quality ceriification coverage for activities in surface

waters shall notify the Executive Officer of the Regional Water Board or State Water Board - .

| Executive Director at least 60 days prior to commencement of the activity and submit

information regarding the construction schedule and other relevant information. Work may
not commence until the cannabis cultivator is provided authorization by the appropriate
Executive Officer of the Regional Water Board or Executive Director of the State Water
Board. The Executive Officer of the Regional Water Board or Executive Director of the State
Water Board may include specific monitoring requirements for turbidity and other
constituents that may be associated with the activity to ensure appilcabie state water quality
standards are met

The authorization of this certlflcatlonfor any coverage u'h'd'ér' .thIS. Cénnabls General Water
Quality Certification or dredge and fill activities expires five years from the date this Policy is
approved by the Office of Admm:stratave Law. ' _ - .

Upon completion of the discharges of dredged or fill material, the cannabis cultivator shall
submit a Notice of Completion certifying that all the conditions and monitoring and reporting
requirements of this General Water Quality Certification, including the Policy, Cannabis
General Order (if applicable), and conditions imposed by the Regional Water Board
Executlve Offlcer or State Water Board Executive Director have been met.

- All Policy and Cannabfs General Order Requirements, standard conditions, general terms
and provisions, and prohibitions are enforceabie condltions of thts General Water Qualﬁy

Certlf:cation

In the event of any violation or threatened violation of the conditions of this General Water
Quality Certification, the violation or threatened violation shall be subject to any remedies,
penalties, processes, or sanctions as provided for under state law. For purposes of section
401(d) of the Clean Water Act, the applicability of any state law authorizing remedies,
penalties, process, or sanctions for the violation or threatened violation constitutes a
limitation necessary to assure compliance with the water quality standards and other
pertment requ;rements lncorporated into this certification.
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- This General Water Quality Certification may be modified as needed by the Executive

Director of the State Water Board.
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SECTION 2 -~ REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO WATER
DIVERSIONS AND WASTE DISCHARGE FOR CANNAB!S

cu LT!VATiGN

The foilowmg Requwements apply o any water dlverSIon or waste d|scharge related to cannabis
cuttwatlon _ _

No. | . TERM .

Land Development and Maintenance, Erosion Control, and Drainage Features

Limitations on Eeﬁhmoeing

Cannabis cultivators shall not.conduct, grading- actsv:tles for cannabis cultivation land
co deve!opment or alteration on slopes exceeding 50 percent grade, or as restricted by local .
county or city permits, ordinances, or.regulations for grading, agncuiture or cannabls

cultivation; whichever is more stringent shall apply.

The. grading prombttlon on _slopes. exceedmg 50 percent does not apply to site m;t!gatlon
or remediation if the cannabis cultivator is issued separate WDRs or.an enforcement order
for the actlwty by the Regzonal Water Board Executwe Offlcer

~ | Finished cut and fili slopes mcludmg szde slopes between terraces shall not exceed

s!opes of 50 percent and should conform to the natural pre grade s[ope whenever
possible. - )

| Cannabis cultivators shall not drive or operate vehicles or equipment within the npanan
| setbacks or within waters of the state unless authorized-under 404/401 CWA permits, a -

CDFW LSA Agreement, coverage under the Cannabis General Order water: quality -
certification, or site-specific WDRs issued by the Regional Water Board. This requsrement

= does not-prohibit: drfvmg on: estabifshed maxntalned access roads that are in: complfance
| with thls Policy. : o : _ S _

Cannabls cuitzvatlon Iand development and access road constructlon shali be des:gned by
qualified professionals. ‘Cannabis cultivators shall conduct all construction ordand
development activities to mmtmlze gradmg, sotl dlsturbanoe and dlsiurbance to aquatlc :

<:-and: terrestnal habltai

The cannabrs cultlvator shalt contro! aI! dus’: related te cannab:s cuitlvatson actlwtnes to
ensure dust .does not produce: sediment-laden runoff. The cannabis cultivator shall

i -implement dust: controt ‘measures, mcfudmg, but not hmlted to, pre-watering of excavation.

or grading sites, use of water trucks, track-out prevention; ‘washing down vehicles or

| equipment before leaving a site, and prohibiting land disturbance activities when

instantaneous wind speeds (gusts) exceed 25 miles per hour. Cannabisicu_[tivators shall
grade access roads in dry weather white moisture is still present in soil to minimize dust

/| and to.achieve design soil compaction, or when needed use a water truck to control dust

and soil mo;sture

_ @eﬁeimetser}__ Equipment Use and Limitations
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6. Cannabis cuiltivators shall employ spill control and containment practices to prevent the
discharge of fuels, oils, solvents and other chemicals to soils and waters of the state.

7. Cannabis cultivators shall stage and store equipment, materials, fuels, lubricants,
solvents, or hazardous or toxic materials in locations that minimize the potential for
discharge to waters of the state. At a minimum, the following measures shall be
implementad:

1. Designate an area outside the riparian setback for equipment storage, short-term
maintenance, and refueling. Cannabis cultivator shall not conduct any
maintenance activity or refuel equipment in any location where the petroleum
products or other pollutants may enter waters of the state as per Fish and Game
Code section 5650 {a)(1).

2. Frequently inspect equipment and vehicles for leaks.

Immediately clean up leaks, drips, and spills. Except for emergency repairs that
are necessary for safe transport of equipment or vehicles to an appropriate repair
facility, equipment or vehicle repairs, maintenance, and washing onsite is
prohibited.

4. If emergency repairs generate waste fluids, ensure they are contained and
properly disposed or recycled off-site. :

5. Properly dispose of all construction debris off-site.

6. Use dry cleanup methods {e.g., absorbent materials, cat litter, and/or rags)
whenever possible. Sweep up, contain, and properly dispose of spilled dry
materials. :

Erosion Control

8. . The cannabis cultivator shall use appropriate erosion control measures to minimize
erosion of disturbed areas, potting soil, or bulk soil amendments to prevent discharges of
waste. Fill soil shali not be placed where it may discharge into surface water. If used,
weed-free straw mulch shall be applied at a rate of two tons per acre of exposed soils and,
if warranted by site conditions, shall be secured to the ground.

9, The cannabis cultivator shall not plant or seed noxious weeds. Prohibited plant species
include those identified in the California Invasive Pest Plant Council's database, available
at: www.cal-ipc.org/paf/. Locally native, non-invasive, and non-persistent grass species
may be used for temporary erosion control benefits to stabilize disturbed land and prevent
exposure of disturbed land to rainfall. Nothing in this term may be construed as a ban on
cannabis cultivation that complies with the terms of this Policy. ‘

10. Cannabis cultivators shall incorporate erosion control and sediment detention devices and
materials into the design, work schedule, and implementation of the cannabis cultivation
activities. The erosion prevention and sediment capture measures shall be effective in
protecting water quality.

» Interim erosion prevention and sediment capture measures shall be implemented
within seven days of completion of grading and land disturbance activities, and

be,— = 07 . . ,. .. T, - . paeg
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shall consist of erosion prevention measures and sedlment cepture measures
.including: : : : _ :

- ~o - Erosion prevention measures are required for any earthwork that uses
- heavy equipment (e.g., bulidozer compactor, excavator; etc.). Erosion
- prevention measures may include surface contouring, slope roughening,
- and upslope storm water diversion. Other types of erosion prevention
measures may include mulching, hydroseedmg tarp placement '
' revegetatron end rock slope protectron R : _

o Sedlment capture measures inc!ude the |mplementat|on of measures such
- as'gravel'bag berms; fiber rolls, straw bale barners properly mstailed sr!t
- -_fences and sediment sett!mg basrns o

. Long-term erosion preventlon end sedlment capture measures sheli be
. implemented as soon as possible and prior to the onset of fall and winter
- precipitation.” Long-term measures’ may include the use of heavy equipment to
reconfigure ‘access roads or improve access road drainage, installation of
properly-sized culverts, gravei piacement on steeper grades and stabrilzatlon of
. prevrously drsturbed iand : - -

. - ‘_Mamtenance of ali erosron protection and sedrment capture measures rs required
- year round, Early’ monstortng allows for identification of problem areas or '
- 'Uﬂderperformlng erosion 'or sediment control measures. ‘Verification of the
A effectweness of all erosion preventlon and sedrment capture measures ss requrred :
. aspart of winterization gctivities.

1 11,

Cannabis cultivators shall only use geotextiles, fiber. roIIs and other erosion contml

.| measures made of loose-weave mesh (e.g., jute, coconut (coir) fiber; or from other

i products without welded weaves). To minimize the risk of ensnaring and stranghng
~|-wildlife; cannabis cultivators shall not use synthetic (e.g.,:plastic or nylon) monofilament
| netting. materials for erosion control for any.cannabis. cuitrvatton actiwties Th:s prohlbztlon .

includes photo- or bio- degradab!e plastlc netting

12,

Cultivation. s;tes constructed on or near stopes with a siope greaier than or.equal to 30 -
percent shall be inspected for.indications of msteblllty ‘Indications of instability include the
occurrence of slope failures at nearby similar sites, weak soil layers, geologic bedding
parallel to slope surface, hillside creep (trees; fence posts, etc: leaning downslope),

~ .| tension gracks.in the slope surface, ‘bulging sonl at the base of the. s!ope and groundwater |
- | discharge from the slope.- If indicators of instability are present.-the cannabis cultivator
~|-shall consult with a qualified professional to desagn measures to stabliize the slope to

prevent sediment dascharge to surface waters

13.

For areas, outsu:le of r:panan setbacks or for upland areas, cannabis cultivators shall
ensure that rock placed for siope. protection is the minimum amount necessary and is part
of a design that provides for native plant revegetation. If reta!mrzg walls or other structures
are required to provide slope stabrllty, 1they shall be demgned by a quaiiﬁed professional.

14.

Cannabls cult;vators shali monstor eroswn contro! measures durmg and after each storm

1 event that produces at least 0.5 in/day or 1.0 inch/7 days of precipitation, and repair or -

replace as needed meffectlve erosion controi measures immediately.
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Access Boad/Land Developmeant and Dralnage

15.

Access roads shall be constructed consistent with the requirements of California Code of
Regulations Title 14, Chapter 4. The Road Handbook describes how to implement the
regulations and is available at <http://www.pacificwatershed.com/PWA-publications-
library>. Existing access roads shall be upgraded to comply with the Road Handbook.

16.

Cannabis cultivators shali obtain all required permits and approvals prior to the
construction of any access road constructed for cannabis cultivation activities. Permits
may include section 404/401 CWA permits, Regional Water Board WDRs (when
applicable), CDFW LSA Agreement, and county or local agency permits.

17,

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that all access roads are hydrologically disconnected to
receiving waters to the extent possible by installing disconnecting drainage features,
increasing the frequency of (inside) ditch drain relief as needed, constructing out-sloped
roads, constructing energy dissipating structures, avoiding concentrating flows in unstable
areas, and performing inspection and maintenance as needed to optimize the access road
performance.

18.

New access road alignments should be constructed with grades (slopes) of 3- to 8-
percent, or less, wherever possible. Forest access roads should generally be kept below
12-percent except for short pitches of 500 feet or less where road slopes may go up to 20-
percent. These steeper access road slopes should be paved or rock surfaced and
equipped with adequate drainage. Existing access roads that do not comply with these
limits shall be inspected by a qualified professional to determine if improvements are
needed. o .

19.

Cannabis cultivators shall decommission or relocate existing roads away from riparian
setbacks whenever possible. Roads that are proposed for decommissioning shall be
abandoned and left in a condition that provides for long-term, maintenance-free function of
drainage and erosion controls. Abandoned roads shall be blocked to prevent
unauthorized vehicle traffic.

20.

If site conditions prohibit drainage structures {(including rolling dips and ditch-relief
culverts) at adequate intervals to avoid erosion, the cannabis cultivator shall use
bioengineering techniques'? as the preferred measure to minimize erosion (e.g., live
fascines). If bioengineering cannot be used, then engineering fixes such as armoring
(e.g., rock of adequate size and depth to remain in place under traffic and flow canditions)
and velocity dissipaters (e.g., gravel-filled “pillows” in an inside ditch to trap sediment) may
be used for problem sites. The maximum distance between water breaks shall not exceed
those defined in the Road Handbook:: :

21.

Cannabis cultivators shall have a qualified professional design the optimal access road

alignment, surfacing, drainage, maintenance requirements, and spoils handling

12 A Primer on Stream and River Protection for the Regulator and Program Manager: Technical
Reference Circular W.D. 02-#1, San Francisco Bay Region, California Regional Water Board (April 2003)
http:/fwww.waterboards,ca.gov/sanfranciscobay!watermissuesfprograms/streamwwetiandfstreamprotectio
neircular.pdf. oo . .
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- procedures,

22,

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that access road surfacing, especially within a segment
leading toa waterbody, is sufﬂcnent to minimize sediment delivery to the wetland or

waterbody and maximize access road integrity. Road surfacing may include pavement,
chip-seal, lignin, rock, or other material appropriate for timing. and nature of use. All '

. access roads that will be used for winter or wet weather haullng/trafflc shall be surfaced.

Steeper access road grades require higher quality rock (e.g., crushed ang_u_lar versus

| river-run) to remain in place The use of asphait gnnd;ngs is prohlblted

23,

Cannabzs cultsvators shaii mstai[ eroslon control measures on aEI access road approaches_
to surface water diversion sites to reduce the generatlon and transpo:t of sedlment to

| streams.

24, |

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that access roads are out-sloped whenever poss:ble to _
promote even drainage of the access road surface prevent the ‘concentration of storm-

water flow within an mboard of inside ditch and to mm;mlze dtsruption of the naturat sheet
| flow pattern off a hill siope toa stream ' R

25 |
o _adequate ditch relief culverts to prevent down~cuttmg of the ditch and to reduce water
| runoff concentration, veioclty, and erosion. Ditches shall be desngned and maintained as .

IH unable {0 elammate mboard or mSide dntches the cannabss cultwaior shall ensure

recommended by a qualified profess;onaf To. avoid. pomt-source dsscharges inboard
ditches and ditch relief culverts shall be d[scharged onto vegetated or armored slopes that

-1 are des1gned to dissipate and prevent runoff channellzatlon Inboard ditches and ditch
o relief culverts sha!l be des:gned to ensure d;scharges znto natural stream channe!s or
L _watercourses are prevented : :

26' .

.Cannabls cuitwators shali ensure that access roads are not ailowed to develop of show
- +{-evidence of significant surface utting ‘or gullying.-'Cannabis cultivators shall use water
.| bars and rolling dips as designed by a qua!:f:ed professsonal to mmlm;ze access road

-+ surface eros;on and dissipate runoff s ST . - :

27.

Cannabzs cultwators shall oniy grade ditches when necessary to prevent erosicn of the

| ditch; undermlnmg of the banks, or.exposure of the toe of the cut slope to erosion,
| Cannabis cultivators shall not remove more vegetation than necessary o keep water

movmg, as vegetat:on prevents scour and fslters out sediment

28,

Access road storm water. drarnage structures shall not d:scharge onto unstable slopes :
earthen fills, or directly to a waterbody. Drainage structures sh_a]l dlscharge onto. stable

areas thh straw ba!es sIash vegetation and!or rock r;prap

29.

Sediment control devices {e.g., check darns sand/gravel bag be'rnere”étc ) shalt be used
when it is not practical to disperse storm water before discharge to a waterbody. Where

| potentlal discharge to a wetiand or waterbody exists (e. g., within 200 festof a waterbody)
| access road surface drasnage shall be filtered through vegetation, slash, other appropriate

‘material, or settled into a depressmn with an outlef with adequate drainage. ‘Sediment

basins shall be englneered and properly s1zed to aEIow sedzment setthng, splllway stability,

e and ma;ntenance actrvattes
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Drainage Culveris {See also Walercourse Crossings;

30.

Cannabis cultivators shall regularly inspect ditch-relief culverts and clear them of any
debris or sediment. To reduce ditch-relief culvert plugging by debris, cannabis cultivators
shall use 15- to 24-inch diameter pipes, at minimum. In forested areas with a potential for
woody debris, a minimum 18-inch diameter pipe shall be used to reduce clogging. Ditch
relief culverts shall be designed by a qualified professional based on site-specific
conditions.

31.

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that ali permanent watercourse crossings that are
constructed or reconstructed are capable of accommodating the estimated 100-year flood
flow, including debris and sediment loads. Watercourse crossings shall be designed and
sized by a qualified professional.

Cleanup, Restoration, and Mitigation

32.

Cannabis cultivators shall limit disturbance to existing gradeé and vegetation to the actual
site of the cleanup or remediation and any necessary access routes.

33.

Cannabis cultivators shall avoid damage to native riparian vegetation. All exposed or
disturbed land and access points within the stream and riparian setback with damaged
vegetation shall be restored with regional native vegetation of similar native species.
Riparian trees over four inches diameter at breast height shall be replaced by similar
native species at a ratio of three to one (3:1). Restored areas must be mulched, using at
least 2 to 4 inches of weed-free, clean straw or similar biodegradable mulch over the
seeded area. Mulching shalt be completed within 30 days after land disturbance activities
in the areas cease. Revegetation planting shall occur at a seasonally appropriate time
until vegetation is restored to pre-cannabis or pre-Legacy condition or better.

Cannabis cultivators shall stabilize and restore any temporary work areas with native
vegetation to pre-cannabis cultivation or pre-Legacy conditions or better. Vegetation shall
be planted at an adequate density and variety to control surface erosion and re-generate a
diverse composition of regional native vegetation of similar native species.

34.

Cannabis cultivators shall avoid damage to oak woodlands. Cannabis cultivator shall
plant three oak trees for every one oak tree damaged or removed. Trees may be planted
in groves in order to maximize wildlife benefits and shall be native to the local county.

35.

Cannabis cultivators shall develop a revegetation plan for:

» Al exposed or disturbed riparian vegetation areas,
e any oak trees that are damaged or removed, and_
« temporary work areas. '

Cannabis cultivators shall develop a monitoring plan that evaluates the revegetation plan
for five years. Cannabis cultivators shall maintain annual inspections for the purpose of
assessing an 85 percent survival and growth of revegetated areas within a five-year
period. The presence of exposed soil shall be documented for three years following
revegetation work. If the revegetation results in less than an 85 percent success rate, the
unsuccessful vegetation areas shall be replanted. Cannabis cultivators shall identify the
location and extent of exposed soil associated with the site; pre- and post-revegetation
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-work photos; dragram of all areas revegetated the planting methods and plants used and
| an-assessment of the success of the revegetation program. Cannabis cultivators shall

maintain a copy of the revegetation plan and monitoring results onsite- and make them
available, upon request, to Water Boards staff or authorized representatives. An
electronic copy of momtortng results is acoeptable in Portabfe Document Format (PDF)

36. . | Cannabis cultlvators shall revsgetate sosl exposed asa resuit of cannabls cultivatlon
- .| activities with native vegetatton by Irve p!antmg, seed castmg, or hydroseedmg wrthln e
_ seven days of exposure . SRR .
: Cannabrs cultrvators shatt prevent the spread or rntroductton of exotlc piant spemes to the

37

maximum extent:possible by cleaning equipment before delivery to the cannabis
cultivation Site and before removal, restoring land disturbance with appropriate native
species, and post-cannabis cultivation activities monitoring and control of exotic species.

;| ‘Nothing in this term may be construed as a ban on cannabrs cultlvatlon that compl;es with -
: _._thetermsofthlsPolrcy R SRR R

1 Stream Qrossmg tastai_tatios and ﬁﬁa%n_temsss .

L%mitaf‘t_ioss oh 'Work--tn-Watersod'rsss a'ad ?srmaseiaﬁy Pornded Araias"-“' e

33. Lo
Y workinor ‘around waterbod:es or within the riparian ‘setbacks.” Permits may include

Cannab;s cuttlvators shall obtain alf applrcabie pem‘uts and approvals prror to dorng any

section 404/401 CWA permlts Regronat Water Board WDRs (when apptlcabte) and a

| coFw LSA Agreement

39,

Cannabls cultlvators shall avord or mzntmlze temporary stream crossmgs When
necessary, temporary stream crossings ‘shall be located in‘areas where’ erosion potential

~| 'and damage 1o the existing habitat is low. “Cannabis cultivators shall avoid- areas where
- | runoff from access roadway side s!opes and ‘natural hillsides will drain and flow into the
temporary crossrng Temporary stream crossings ‘that |mpede f:sh passage are strtctly

prohibited on permanent or seasonal frsh-beanng streams

40.

Cannabis cultivators shall avoid or mlmmzze use of heavy equlpment’3 ina watercourse

“I'If use is unavoidable, heavy equupmsnt may only travel or work in a waterbody with a

| rocky of ‘cobbled channel. Wood, rubber, or clean native rock temporary work pads shall
| be used on the channel bottom prior to use of: heavy equlpment to protect channel bed
‘| and preserve channel morphology. Temporary work pads and other’ channei protection

shall be removed as soon as possible once the’ use of heavy eqmpment ss complete

A41.

Cannabls cu!trvators shall avord or mm:rnlze work in or near a stream creek, river, !ake

“|"pond, or other waterbody If work in‘a waterbody cannot be avoided, activities and

associated workspace shall be isolated from flowing water by directing the water around
the work site. If water is present, then the cannabis cultivator shall develop a site-specific
plan prepared by a qualified professional. The plan shall consider partial or full stream '
diversion and dewatering. The plan shall consider the use of coffer dams upstream and .
downstream of the work s:te and the drversron of alt flow from upstream of the upstream

3 Hesvy equrpment is defined as iarge prsces of machmery or vehncles especsatty those used in the
buildmg and constructaon mdustry (e g bulldozers excavators backhoes bobcats tractors etc )
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dam to downstream of the downstream dam, through a suitably sized pipe with intake
screens that protect and prevent impacts to fish and wildlife. Cannabis cultivation
activities and associated work shali be performed outside the waterbody from the top of
the bank o the maximum extent possible.

Temporary Watercourse Diversion and Dewatering: All Live Watercourses

42.

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that coffer dams are constructed prior to commencing
work and as close as practicable upstream and downstream of the work area. Cofferdam
construction using offsite materials, such as clean gravel bags or inflatable dams, is
preferred. Thick plastic may be used to minimize leakage, but shall be completely
removed and properly disposed of upon work completion. If the coffer dams or stream
diversion fail, the cannabis cultivator shall repair them immediately.

43.

| When any dam or other artificial obstruction is being constructed, maintained, or placed in

operation, the cannabis cultivator shall allow sufficient water at all times to pass
downstream to maintain aquatic life below the dam pursuant to Fish and Game Code
section 5937.

44,

If possible, gravity flow is the preferred method of water diversion. If a pump is used, the
cannabis cultivator shall ensure that the pump is operated at the rate of flow that passes

through the cannabis cultivation site. Pumping rates shall not dewater or impound water

on the upstream side of the coffer dam. When diversion pipe is used it shall be protected
from cannabis cultivation activities and maintained to prevent debris blockage.

45.

Cannabis cultivators shall oniy divert water such that water does not scour the channel
bed or banks at the downstream end. Cannabis cultivator shall divert flow in a manner
that prevents turbidity, siltation, and pollution and provides flows to downstream reaches.
Cannabis cultivators shall provide flows to downstream reaches during all times that the
natural flow would have supported aquatic life. Flows shall be of sufficient quality and
quantity, and of appropriate temperature to support fish and other aquatic life both above
and below the diversion. Block netting and intake screens shall be sized to protect and
prevent impacts to fish and wildlife.

46.

Once water has been diverted around the work area, cannabis cultivators may dewater
the site to provide an adequately dry work area. Any muddy or otherwise contaminated
water shall be pumped to a settling tank, dewatering filter bag, or upland area, or to
another location approved by CDFW or the appropriate Regional Water Board Executive
Officer prior to re-entering the watercourse.

47.

Upon completion of work, cannabis cultivators shall immediately remove the flow diversion
structure in a manner that allows flow to resume with a minimum of disturbance to the
channel substrate and that minimizes the generation of turbidity.

Watercoursa Crossings

48. Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that watercourse crossings are designed by a qualified
professional. .
49, Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that all access road watercourse crossi'ng structures

{_allow for the unrestricted passage of water and shall be designed to accommodate the
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/| estimated 100-year fiood ﬂo‘w and assocrated debris (based upon an assessment of the

streams potential to generate debris during high flow events). Consult CAL FIRE 100 year

1 Watercourse Crossings document for examples and design calculations, available at:
hittp//calfire. ca. gov/resource mgtfdownloadsi! 00%20yr°/920rev;sed%208-08 ‘17%20(fmai-

a).pdf.-

'Cannabrs culttvators shall:ensure that watercourse crossnngs aIIow migratron of aquatic life
-{ during all life stages supported or potentraily supported by that stream reach. Design

| measures shall be incorporated to ensure water depth and veiocrty does nhot inhibit
~migration of aquatic life. ‘Any-access road crossing structure on watercourses that
“supports fish shall be constructed for the unrestncted passage of frsh at ail I:fe stages and

should use the fo!lewmg desagn guidelines:
. -_ CDFW s Cuiverf Crrtena for Fish Passage

S . _-'CDFW s Salmonrd Stream Habitat Restorarron Manuai VOIume 2 Part IX Frsh
S :Passage Eva!uatron at Stream Crossrngs, and

. National Marine Fisheries Service, Southwest Regron Gurde]mes for Salmomd
Passage at Stream Crossings. S o L

51.

Cannabis cultivators shall conduct regular inspection and maintenance of stream

By crossings to ensure crossings are not blocked by debris. Referto California, Board of

Forestry Technical Rule No. 5 available at;. http i/www caiforests org/wp-« _

' conientfupioadsfz()‘lB/T 0/Adopted-TRAS. pdf

52.

: Cannabls cultivators shail only use rock fords for temporary seasonal crossmgs onsmall

watercourses where aquatic [ife passage is not required during the time period of use.

‘Rock fords shaIE be oriented perpendrcular to the flow.of the watercourse and desrgned to
. 'marntarn the. range of surface flows that occur.in the watercourse When oonstructed rock:
~ | shall be sized to withstand the range of flow events that ocour at the crossing and rock
.| shallbe maintained at the rock ford to completely cover the channel bed and bank -
| surfaces.to minimize soil compactron rutting, and erosion. ' Rock must extend on either

| side of the ford up to the break in slope. The use of rock fords as watercourse crossings

' for all-weather access road use JS prohrblted :

53.

| Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that culverts used at watercourse crossmgs are
- desrgned to direct flow and debris toward the inlet (e.g., use of wing-walls, pipe beveling,
| rock armoring, etc.) to prevent erosion of road fill, debns blockrng the cuivert and

wateroourses from erodmg anew channei

54.

Cannabis cultivators shall regularly rnspect and mamtam the cond:‘aon of access roads

| access road drainage features, and watercourse: crossings.:At'a minimum,-cannabis
| cultivators shall perform mspechons prior to the onset of fall and winter precipitation and

following storm events that produce at least 0.5 in/day or 1.0 inch/7 days of prempltatlon _
Cannabrs cultivators are required to perform ali of the foilowmg mamtenance :

~*  Remove any wood debris that may restnct fiow in a culvert.

s Remove sediment that ;mpacts access road or dramage fea’ture perfcrmance
Place any removed sediment in a locatron outside the | riparian setbacks and
stab:hze the sediment.

. Mamtam records of access road and dramage feature malntenance and cons:der
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redesigning the access road to improve performance and reduce maintenance
needs.

55.

Cannabis cultivators shall compact access road crossing approaches and fill slopes during
installation and shall stabilize them with rock or other appropriate surface protection to
minimize surface erosion. When possible, cannabis cultivators shall ensure that access
roads over culverts are equipped with a critical dip to ensure that, if the culvert becomes
blocked or plugged, water can flow over the access road surface without washing away
the filt prism. Access road crossings where specific conditions do not allow for a critical
dip or in areas with potential for significant debris accumulation, shall include additional
measures such as emergency overflow culverts or oversized culverts that are designed by
a qualified professional.

56,

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that culverts used at watercourse crossings are: 1)
installed paraliel to the watercourse alignment to the extent possible, 2) of sufficient length
to extend beyond stabilized fil/sidecast material, and 3) embedded or installed at the
same level and gradient of the streambed in which they are being placed to prevent
erosion.

Soit Disposal and Spoils Management

57.

Cannabis cultivators shall store soil, construction, and waste materials outside the riparian
setback except as needed for immediate construction needs. Such materials shall not be

stored in locations of known slope instability or where the storage of construction or waste
material could reduce slope stability.

58.

Cannabis cultivators shall separate large organic material (e.g., roots, woody debris, etc.)
from soil materials. Cannabis cultivators shall either place the large organic material in
long-term, upland storage sites, or properly dispose of these materials offsite.

59.

Cannabis cultivators shall store erodible soil, soif amendments, and spoil piles to prevent
sediment discharges in storm water. Storage practices may include use of tarps, upslope
land contouring to divert surface flow around the material, or use of sediment control
devices (e.g., silt fences, straw wattles, etc.).

60.

Cannabis cultivators shall contour and stabilize stored spoils to mimic natural slope
contours and drainage pattems (as appropriate) to reduce the potential for fill saturation
and slope failure.

61.

For soil disposal sites cannabis cultivators shall:

o revegetate soil disposal sites with a mix of native plant species,

s cover the seeded and planted areas with muiched straw at a rate of two tons per
acre, and

« apply non-synthetic netting or similar erosion control fabric {e.g., jute) on slopes
greater than 2:1 if the site is erodible.

62.

Cannabis cultivators shall haul away and properly dispose of excess soif and other debris
as needed to prevent discharge to waters of the state.

Can
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Riparian and Wetland ?retestéea and Management

Cannabis cult:vators shall not disturb aquatrc of nparran habitat such as pools spawnmg

63.
-] sites, large wood, or shading vegetation unless authorized under a CWA section 404
~1 permit, CWA section 401 certlfrcataon Reglonal Water Boarct WDRs (when appl:cabte) or
a CDFW LSA Agreement '
- Cannabls cuitrvators shalf maintain exrstrng naturally occumng, rrparran vegetatrve cover

64.

‘| (e.g., trees, shrubs, and grasses) in aquatic habitat areas to the maximum extent possible

to maintain riparian areas for streambank stabilization, erosion control, stream shading

| and temperature control, sediment and chemrcat faltratlon aquatac Irte support wrtdtrfe

support and to mmrmrze waste drscharge

Watsr giorage and Lése o

" Water Suppty, i‘}iversie'ﬁ'-- and.'s'teraée' R

65.

| cannabis cultivators shall only install, maintain, and destroy wetls i compirance with
N _county, city, and local ordinances and with Cal;fornra Well Standards as stzp_uiated in
‘Cahfomra Department of Water Resources Bu!letrns 74»90 and 74- 81 1o

66.

All water drversmns for canhabis cu!trvatron from a surface stream subterranean stream
flowing through a known and definite channel (e.g., groundwater. we[t diversions from

| subsurface stream ftows) or other surface waterbody are subject to the surface water

Numeric and Narrative Instream Flow Requrrements This includes takes, ponds and

o sprrngs (untess the spring is deemed ‘exempt by the’ Deputy Director).. See Section 3.

Numeric and Narratave tnstream Flow Requtrements of th:s Attachment A for more
rnformatton : _ : e e

67.

| Groundwater diversions may be subject to additional requirements, .such as .a forbearance
| period, if the State Water Board determines those requzrements are reasonably necessary
{to |mplement the purposes of thrs F’o!rcy :

68.

Cannabis cultivators are encouraged to use appropnate rarnwater catchment systems to
collect from impermeable surfaces (e.g., roof-tops;etc.) during the wet season and store

| storm water in tanks, bladders, or off-stream englneered reservorrs to reduce the need for
» surface water or groundwater drversrons s _ iy A :

69.

Cannabis cuttrvators shall not divert surface water unless it rs drverted in accordance with

| an exisfing water rrght that specifies, as approprrate the source, location of the point of

| diversion, purpose of use;  place of use, and quantity and season of diversion. Cannabis

| cultivators shall maintain documentation of the water rrght at the cannabis cultivation site.

Documentation of the water nght shall be available for review and inspection by the Water

B -_ Boards CDFW and any other authorrzed representatlves of the Water Boards or CDFW.

' California Well Standards are available at; ' o ' o
hitp:/'www. water.ca. govigroundwater/weit info_and other/cailforﬂia weil standardsiweil stanciards cont
ent.himi. : :
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70.

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that all water diversion facilities are designed,
construcied, and maintained so they do not prevent, impede, or tend to prevent the

| passing of fish, as defined by Fish and Game Code section 45, upstream or downstream,

as required by Fish and Game Code section 5901. This includes but is not limited to the
supply of water at an appropriate depth, temperature, and velocity to facilitate upstream
and downstream aquatic life movement and migration. Cannabis cultivators shall allow
sufficient water at all times to pass past the point of diversion to keep in good condition
any fish that may be planted or exist below the point of diversion as defined by Fish and
Game Code section 5937. Cannabis cultivators shall not divert water in a manner
contrary to or inconsistent with these Requirements.

71,

Cannabis cultivators issued a Cannabis SIUR by the State Water Board shall not divert
surface water unless in compliance with all additional Cannabis SIUR conditions required
by CDFW,

72,

Water diversion facilities shall include satisfactory means for bypassing water to satisfy
downstream prior rights and any requirements of policies for water quality control, water
quality control plans, water quality certifications, waste discharge requirements, or other
local, state or federal instream flow requirements. Cannabis cultivators shall not divert in
a manner that results in injury to holders of legal downstream senior rights. Cannabis
cultivators may be required to curtail diversions should diversion result in injury to holders
of legal downstream senior water rights or interfere with maintenance of downstream
instream flow requirements.

73.

Fuel powered (e.g., gas, diesel, etc.) diversion pumps shall be located in a stable and
secure location outside of the riparian setbacks unless authorized under a 404/401 CWA
permits, a CDFW LSA Agreement, coverage under the Cannabis General Order water
quality certification, or site-specific WDRs issued by the Regional Water Board. Use of
non-fuel powered diversion pumps (solar, electric, gravity, etfc.) is encouraged.

in all cases, all pumps shall: -

1. be properly maintained, -
2. have suitable containment to ensure any spills or leaks do not enter surface
~ waterbodies or groundwater, and
3. have sufficient overhead cover to prevent exposure of equipment to precipitation.

74.

No water shall be diverted unless the cannabis cultivator is operating the water diversion
facility with a CDFW-approved water-intake screen (e.g. fish screen). The water intake
screen shall be designed and maintained in accordance with screening criteria approved
by CDFW. The screen shall prevent wildlife from entering the diversion intake and
becoming entrapped. The cannabis cultivator shall contact the regional CDFW Office,
LSA Program for information on screening criteria for diversion(s)." The cannabis
cultivator shall provide evidence that demonstrates that the water intake screen is in good
condition whenever requested by the Water Boards or CDFW. Points of re-diversion from .
off-stream storage facilities that are open to the environment shall have a water intake
screen, as required by CDFW.

% CDFW's Lake and Streambed program information is available at:
https:/iwww, wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA .
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75.

Cennabls cultsvators shali mspect ma[ntam and clean water mtake screens and bypass

appurtenances as d;rected by CDFW to ensure proper operation for the protectlon of fish
andwddlsfe - o _ _ R

76.

) B Cannabls cultwators shall not obstruct alter dam or divert ali or any port:on of a natural
S _watercourse prior to obtaining all apphcabte perrmts and approvals. Permlts may include
| a valid water right, 404/401 CWA permits, a CDFW LSA Agreement, coverage under the :

Cannabis General Order water qualtty certiftcetlon or snte-specaf[c WDRS sssued by the
Reglona[ Water Board. _ : :

77.

o Cannabis cuitwators shail plug, b!ock cap, disoonnec’c or remove the dwersnon intake
| associated with cannabis cultivation activities during the surface water forbearance period,
“unless the dwermon mtake is used for other benef:otai uses to ensure no water is dlverted
| during that time. : g :

78, | .

'Cannabls oultsvators shali not dlvert from a surface water orfrom a subterranean stream

for cannabis cult:vahon at a rate more than a maximum instantaneous diversion rate of 10

82, |

gallons per mmute, unless authonzed under an exlstlng appropnatwe water nght

Onsiream storage reservoars are prohiblted un!ess elther

e _---The cannabis. cuitivator: has an existing water nght wuth wngataon as a deS|gneted
coouse, issued pl‘EOF to: October 31 2017 that authonzes the onstream storage
reservoir, or.-
¢« The cannabns culizvator obtams an appropnatlve water rlght permlt W|th smgatlon
...as.a demgnated use prior.to diverting water from an onstream. storage reservoir for
_.‘cannabis. cultlvatlon .Cannabis cuitwators with a pendmg appilcatson oran
unpermltted onstream storage reservoir shall. not divert for cannabzs cu[trvatlon
“until the cannaims cult;vator has obtazn a vahd water rtght :

83, -
| for cannabis’ ifrigation and ‘water diverted for any other beneficial uses,® or otherwise shall

Cannabls ouitlvators are encouraged to mstaEI separate storage systems for water diverted

install separate measuring devices to quantify diversion to and from each storage facility,
including the quantity of water diverted and the quantity, place, and purpose of use (e e

. cannabls 1mgat|on othercrop lmgatlon domestlc etc)forthe stored water '

84, !

The cannabls cultlvator shall mstali and mamtaln a measur[ng dev:ce(s) for surface water -

-| or subterranean stream’ diversions. The measuring device shall be, at'a minimum

S -equwalent to the requirements for direct diversions greater than 10 acre-feet per year in
| California Code of Regulations; Title 23, Division 3, Chapter 2.7"". The measuring
| device(s) shall be located as close to the pomt of diversion as reasonab[e Cannabis

B :'cultwators shali mamtam dally dsversnon records for water dlverted for cennabls cuttlvatton.

18 Other beneﬁolai uses of water mofude cfomestlo |rr|gat|on power, munlczpai mmmg, mdustrraf fish
and wildlife preservation and enhancement, aquaculture, recreational, stockwatering, water. quaiaty, frost
protection, and heat control (Cehforma Code of Reguiat:ons, Tatie 23 sectlons 659- 67‘2)

7 Addttlonaf mformat:on on measurmg dewces may be found at
_htips; //www Watefboards ca. govfwaterrsghtsiwater |ssues!programs!dwersnon uselwater use shtm[#mea
surement . _
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Cannabis cultivators shall maintain separate records that document the amount of water
used for cannabis cultivation separated out from the amount of water used for other
irfigation purposes and other beneficial uses of water (e.g., domestic, fire protection, etc.).
Cannabis cultivators shall maintain daily diversion records at the cultivation site and shal! -
make the records avaitable for review or by request by the Water Boards CDFW, or any
other authorized representatives of the Water Boards or CDFW. Daily diversion records
shall be retained for a minimum of five years. Compliance with this term is required for
any surface water diversion for cannabis cultivation, even those under 10 acre-feet per
year.

85.

The State Water Board intends to develop and implement a basin-wide program for real-
time electronic monitoring and reporting of diversions, withdrawals, releases and
streamflow in a standardized format if and when resources become available. Such real-
time reporting will be required upon a showing by the State Water Board that the program
and the infrastructure are in place to accept real-time electronic reports. Implementation
of the reporting requirements shall not necessitate amendment to this Requ;rement

86.

Cannabss cultivators shall not use off-stream storage reservoirs and ponds to store water

for cannabis cultivation uniess they are sited and designed or approved by a qualified
professional in compliance with Division of Safety of Dams (DSOD), county, and/or city
requirements, as applicable. if the DSOD, county, and/or city do not have established
requirements they shall be designed consistent with the Natural Resource Conservation
Service National Engineering Manual. Reservoirs shall be designed with an adequate
overflow outlet that is protected and promotes the d:spersai and infiltration of flow and
prevents channelization.

All off-stream storage reservoirs and ponds shall be designed, managed and maintained
to accommodate average annual wmter pariod precipitation and storm water inputs to
reduce the potential for overflow.

Cannabis cultivators shall plant native vegetation along the perimeter of the reservoir in
locations where it does not impact the structural integrity of the reservoir berm or spillway.
The cannabis cultivator shall control vegetation around the reservoir berm and spillway to
allow for visual inspection of berm and spiliway condition and control burrowing animals as
necessary.

87.

| Cannabis cultivators shall implement an invasive species management plan prepared by a

Qualified Biologist for any existing or proposed water storage facilities that are open to the
environment. The plan shall include, at a minimum, an annual survey for bulifrogs and
other invasive aquatic species. If bullfrogs or other invasive aquatic species are identified,
eradication measures shall be implemented under the direction of a qualified biologist, if
appropriate after consultation with COFW (pursuant to Fish and Game Code section
6400). Eradication methods can be direct or indirect. Direct methods may include hand-
held dip net, hook and line, lights, spears, gigs, or fish tackle under a fishing license
(pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 6855). An indirect method may involve
seasonally timed complete dewatering and a drying period of the off-stream storage
facility under a Permit to Destroy Harmful Spemes (pursuant to F;sh and Game Code
section 5501) issued by CDFW. -

88.

Water storage bladders are not encouraged for long-term use. If bladders are used, the
cannabis cultivator shall ensure that the bladder is designed and properly installed to store
water and that the bladder is sited to minimize the potential for water to flow info a
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| watercourse in the event of a catastrophlc failure.. If a storage bladder has been

previously used, the cannabis cultivator shall carefulty inspect the bladder to confirm its
integrity and confirm the absence of any interior residual chemicals prior to resuming use.
Cannabis cultivators shall periodically inspect water storage bladders and containment

" features to ensure integrity. “Water storage bladders shall be property disposed of or

recycled and not resold when assurance of structurai integrity is no’ tonger guaranteed.

89,

Cannabrs cu!tlvators shail not use water storage bladders unless the btadder is safely
| contained within a secondary containment system with sufficient capacity to capture 110
| percent of a bladder's maximum poss;ble contents in the event of bladder failure (i.e., 110

percent of bladder’s capacity) Secondary containment systems shall be of suffxc;ent

- strength and stability to withstand the forces of released contents in’ ‘the event of

) catastrophzc bladder failure. - In addition, secondary containment systems that are open to

the environment shall be designed and maintained with- sufficient capacity o -
accommodate precipitation and storm water inputs from a 25-year 24-hour storm event.

90. -

Cannabis culttvators shali not cause or aliow any overflow from off-stream water storage

| facilities that are closed to the environment {e.g., tanks and bladders) if the off-stream -

facilities are served by a diversion from surface water or groundwater. Cannabis

| cultivators shall regularty mspect for and repalr ait Ieaks of the dlverszon and storage -
-'system ' w . R :

9.

Water storage tanks, bladders, and other off-stream water storage facahtles that are closed
to the environment shall not be located in a riparian setback or next to equipment that

| generates heat. Cannabis cultivators shall place water storage tanks, ‘bladders, and other

off-stream water storage facilities that are closed to the environment in areas that allow for

_ 'ease of mstatlatlon access malntenance and mmlmize road deveiopment

92, -

Cannabls cuttlvators shall msta!i vertrcal and horszontai tanks according to manufacturer's
specifications and shall place tanks on-properly compacted solif that is free of rocks and

| sharp objeéts and capable of bearing the weight of the tank and its maximum contents

| 'with minimal settlement. Tanks shall not be located in areas of slope instability. Cannabis
| cultivators ‘shall install water storage tanks capable of containing more than 8,000 gallons

| only on a reinforced concrete pad provrdmg adequate support and enough space to attach

a tank restraint system (anchor using the molded-in tie down lugs with moderate tension,
being carefut not to over-tlghten) per the recommendatsons of a qualrfred professwnal

93,

To prevent rupture or overﬂow and runoff, cannabzs cultivators shall only use water
storage tanks and bladders equipped with a float valve, or equivalent device, to shut off
diversion when storage systems are full. Cannabis cultivators shall install any other
measures necessary to prevent overflow of storage systems to prevent runoff and the

2 dwersron of more water than can be used and/or stored

94, -

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that all vents and other openings on water storage tanks

are desrgned to prevent the entry andfor entrapment of wnldllfe
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95.

Cannabis cultivators shall retain, for a minimum of five years, appropriate documentation
for any hauled water®® used for cannabis cultivation. Documentation for hauled water
shall include, for each delivery, all of the following:

1. A receipt that shows the date of delivery and the name, address, license plate
number, and license plate issuing state for the water hauler,

2. A copy of the Water Hauler's License (California Health and Safety Code section
111120),

3. Acopyof proof of the Water Hauler's water right, groundwater well, or other
authorization to take water, and the location of the water source, and

4. The quantity of water delivered or picked up from a water source, in gallons.

Documentation shall be made available, upon request, to Water Boards or CDFW staff

and any other authorized representatives of the Water Boards or CDFW.

Water Conservation and Lise

96. Cannabis cultivators shall regularly inspect their entire water delivery system for leaks and
immediately repair any leaky faucets, pipes, connectors, or other leaks.

97. Cannabis cultivators shall use weed-free mulch in cultivation areas that do not have
ground cover to conserve soil moisture and minimize evaporative loss.

28. Cannabis cultivators shall implement water conserving irrigation methods (e.g., drip or
trickle irrigation, micro-spray, or hydroponics).

99. Cannabss cuitivators shall maintain daily records of all water used for irrigation of

cannabis. Daily records may be calculated by the use of a measuring device or, if known, -
by calculating the irrigation system rates and duration of time watered (e.g., irrigating for
one hour twice per day using 50 half-galion drips equates to 50 gallons per day
{(1*2*50*0.5) of water used for irrigation). Cannabis cultivators shall retain, for a minimum
of 5 years, irrigation records at the cannabis cultivation site and shall make all irrigation
records available for review by the Water Boards, CDFW and any other authorized
representatives of the Water Boards or CDFW.

Irrigation Runoff

Cannabis cultivators shall regularly inspect for ieaks in mainlines™, laterals®, in irrigation

100.
connections, sprinkler heads, or at the ends of drip tape and feeder lines and immediately
repair any leaks found upon detection.

101, The irrigation system shall be designed to include redundancy (e.g., safety valves) in the
event that leaks occur, so that waste of water and runoff is prevented and minimized.

102. Cannabis cultwators shall reguiarly replace worn, “outdated, or inefficient irrigation system

components and equipment to ensure a properly functioning, leak-free irrigation system at

18 Water hauler means any person who hauls water in bulk by any means of transportation.
% Mainlines are pipes that go from the water source to the control valves.
20 | aterals are the pipes between the control valve and the sprinkler heads.
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T all imes.

103. . | Cannabis cultivators shall minimize mgatson deep peroolatlora21 by applymg lrngatlon
o water at agronomm rates. = _

Fertilizers, ?astésiaas ase Petroleum ?reaasts

104, Cannabis cultivators shall not mix, prepare, over apply, or disposa of agncuitural
chemicals/products (e.g., fertilizers, pesticides??, and other chemicals as defined in the
applicable water quality control .plan) in any location where they could enter the riparian

iabe!nng, storage instructions, or DPR reqmrements for pesticide apphoattons23 is prohlblted
Dtspossi of unused product and contamers shail be oonsnstent W|th iabels '

105. | Cannabis oultlvators shaﬂ keep and use absorbent materla!s deSignated for sptll

1 containment and spill cleanup equipment on-site for use in an accidental spill of fertilizers,
1 petroteum products, hazardous materials, and other substances’ which may degrade waters

- | of the state. The cannabis cultivator shall immediately notify the California Office of '

| Emergency Services at 1-800-852- -7550 and immediately initiate. cleanup acttv:tres for all.

{ spills that eould enter a waterbody or degrade groundwater .

106. | Cannabis cuitsvators shall estabitsh and use a separate storage area for pesticldes and

1 fertilizers, and another storage area for petroteum or other liquid chemicals (mcludlng
diesel, gasoline, oﬂs etc, ). Al such storage areas shall comply with the riparian setback

' Requnrements be in a secured location in compliance with label instructions, outside of

| areas of known slope instability, and be protected from accidental ignition, weather, and

| wildiife. All storage areas shall have appropriate secondary containment structures, as

necessary, to protect water quality and prevent spillage, ‘mixing, discharge, or seepage

o Storage tanks and oontamers must be of sultable materlal and oonstructlon to be

2 Deéep. perco]atlon occurs when excess trrlgatlon water is appl;ed and percolates below the plant root
zone. E : _ _
2 pesticide is defi ned as foiiows (RRSTEION ' : o
-« Per California Code of Regulations Title 3 Division 6. Sectlon 6000;
' (a) Any.substance or mixture of substances that is a pesticide as defi ned in the Food and
- Agricuitural Code and includes mixtures and dilufions of pesticides; . . - ..
{b) As the term is used in Section 12995 of the California. Food and Agncultural Code, moiucies
_any. substance or product that the user intends to be used for. the. pesticidal. pouson purposes
' spectfled in Sections 12753 and 12758 of the Food and Agricultural Code. g
- Per California Food and Agricultural Code section 12?53(b) the term “Pesticide” includes any of the
'foEIowmg Any substanee or mixture of substances which is intended to be used for. defoliating plants,
- regulating plant growth, or for preventlng destroying, repe!lmg, or m;tsgatmg any pest, as defined in
- Section 12754.5, which may infest o be detrimental to vegetation, man, animats or households or be _
present in any agnoufturai or nonagricultural environment whatsoever.
- In {aymen’s terms: "pestncnde” :noludes rodentscndes herb;c;des msect;cudes fung;c:des and T
dlsmfectants =

= More information on DPR requirements is available at;
hitp:/fwww.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbilis/laws regulations.him, : ' R
http:/ www.cdpr.ca. gov/doos/oounty!caoitrsfpenﬂtrs/penf?()t ?/2017atchfattaoh03{}1 pctf and
http: f!\wvw cdpr ca. gowdoos/oannebls!mdex htm
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compatible with the substances stored and conditions of storage, such as pressure and
temperature.

107.

Throughout the wet season, Cannabis Cultivators shall ensure that any temporary storage
areas have a permanent cover and side-wind protection or be covered during non-working
days and prior to and during rain events.

108.

Cannabis cultivators shall only use hazardous materials®* in a manner consistent with the
product's label. ' '

109,

Cannabis cultivators shall only keep hazardous materials in their original containers with
labels intact, and shall store hazardous materials to prevent exposure o sunlight, excessive
heat, and precipitation. Cannabis cultivators shall provide secondary containment for
hazardous materials to prevent possible exposure to the environment. Disposal of unused
hazardous materials and containers shall be consistent with the label.

110.

Cannabis cultivators shall only mix, prepare, apply, or load hazardous materials outside of
the riparian setbacks.

1.

Cannabis cultivators shall not apply agricultural chemicals within 48 hours of a predicted
rainfall event of 0.25 inches or greater with a probability greater than 50-percent. In the
Lake Tahoe Hydrologic Unit, cannabis cuitivators shalil not apply agricultural chemicals
within 48 hours of any weather pattern that is forecast to have a 30 percent or greater
chance of precipitation greater than 0.1 inch per 24 hours. This requirement may be
updated based on amendments to the Lahontan Regional Water Board construction storm
water general order. _

Fertilizers and Soils

112.

To minimize infiltration and water quality degradation, Cannabis cultivators shall irrigate and
apply fertilizer to consistent with the crop need (i.e., agronomic rate).

113.

When used, cannabis cultivators shall apply nitrogen to cannabis cultivation areas
consistent with crop need (i.e., agronomic rate). Cannabis cultivators shall not apply
nitrogen at a rate that may result in a discharge to surface water or groundwater that causes
or contributes to exceedance of water quality objectives, and no greater than 319
pounds/acrefyear unless plant tissue analysis performed by a qualified individual
demonstrates the need for additional nitrogen application. The analysis shall be performed
by an agricultural laboratory certified by the State Water Board's Environmental Laboratory
Accreditation Program.

114,

Cannabis cultivators shall ensure that potting soil or soil amendments, when not in use, are
placed and stored with covers, when needed, to protect from rainfall and erosion, to prevent
discharge to waters of the state, and to minimize leaching of waste constituents into
groundwater.

2 A hazardous material is any item or agent (biological, chemical, radiological, and/or pﬁysical), which
has the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the environment, either by itself or through
interaction with other factors.
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Pasticides and Herbicides

Cannabis cultivators shall not-apply restricted materials, including restricted pestlmdes or

115.
=0 | allow restncted matenals to be stored at the cannabis cultavation site.
116. . Cannabls caltavators shall :mplement lntegrated pest management strateg[es where

possible {o reduce the need and use of- pestzcudes and the potentla! for dlscharges to waters
| of the state.?® .

Peireieum Preduete end ﬁfihe%'{;ﬁem&e!e

N A

Cannabls cu!tivators shali only refuel vehzcies or equnpment out3|de of npanan setbacks
Cannabis cultivators shall inspect all equipment using oil, hydraulic fluid, or petroieum
products for leaks prior to use and shall monitor equipment for leakage. ‘Stationary -

- equipment {e.g:, motors, pumps, generators; etc.) and vehicles not in use shall be located

1 outside of riparian setbacks. : -Spill and containment equipment (e:g., oil spill booms, sorbent .

pads, etc.) shall be stored onsute at all locations where equipment is used or staged

118,

...| manner that provides chemical compatibility, provides secondary contamment and :
: protectlon from accidental |gn|t|on, the sun, wmd and rain. : -

Cannabis cultivators shall store petroleum, petroleum products and similar: flmds ina

110, |

Use of an underground storage tank(s) for the storage of petro!eum products 4s aliowed if -
compliant with all apphcabie federal state and Jocal Iaws regufatlons, and perm;ttmg
reqmrements : e e e ST .

E i:uétizfai‘;eewﬁe eied ié?ee‘itie -' o

120,

_:Cannabls cultavaters shaii contam and regularly remove ai! debns and trash assoc;ated w;th
:| cannabis cultivation activities from the cannabis cultivation site. Cannabis cuitivators shall
| only dispose of debris and trash at an authorized landfilt or-other disposal site in compliance

~ | with state and local laws, ordinances, and regulations. Cannabis cultivators shall not altow

litter,-plastic, orsimilar debris.to-enter the riparian setback or waters of the state. Cannabis

B plant material may be dlsposed of onsate in comptlance wuth any applscable CDFA E:cense

conditions.

121,

. Cannabis cuitivat_ors ‘shall only'd_i_spoee'_or reuse spent grbwth Enedium (e.g., scil.and other

organic media) in a manner.that prevents discharge of soil and residual nutrients and - -

| chemicals to the riparian setback or waters of the state. Spent growth medium shall be

covered with plastic sheeting or stored in water tight dumpsters prior to proper disposal or
reuse. Spent growth medium should be disposed of at an authorized landfill or other
disposal site in compliance with state and local laws, ordinances, and regulations. Proper
reuse of spent growth medium may include incorporation into garden beds or spreading on
a stable surface and revegetating the surface with native plants. Cannabis cultivators shall
use erosion control technlques as needed for any reused or stored spent growth rnedtum
fo prevent pol!uted runoff. : :

S h_ttps://wwxepa.govfsafepeetcon;miiintegrated~pe’st~'menage_ment¥ipm—'_principlee' R
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Refuse and Domestic Waste

122. | Cannabis cuitivators shall ensure that debris, soll, silt, bark, slash, sawdust, rubbish,
creosote-treated wood, raw cement and concrete or washings thereof, asphalt, paint or
other coating material, oil or other petroleum products, or any other substances which could
be hazardous to any life stage of fish and wildlife or their habitat (includes food sources}
does not contaminate soil or enter the riparian setback or waters of the state.

123. | Cannabis cultivators shall not dispose of domestic wastewater unless it meets applicable
local agency and/or Regional Water Board requirements. Cannabis cultivators shall ensure
that human or animal waste is disposed of properly. Cannabis cultivators shall ensure
onsite wastewater treatment systems (e.g., septic system) are permitted by the local agency
or applicable Regional Water Board. '

124. | If used, chemical toilets or holding tanks shall be maintained in a manner appropriate for the
frequency and conditions of usage, sited in stable locations, and comply with the riparian
setback Requirements.

Winterization

125. | Cannabis cultivators shall implement all applicable Erosion Control and Soil Disposal and
Spoils Management Requirements in addition to the Winterization Requirements below by
the onset of the winter period.

126. | Cannabis cultivators shall block or otherwise close any temporary access roads to all
motorized vehicles no later than the onset of the winter period each year.

127. | Cannabis cultivators shall not operate heavy equipment of any kind at the cannabis
cultivation site during the winter period, unless authorized for emergency repairs contained
in an enforcement order issued by the State Water Board, Regional Water Board, or other
agency having jurisdiction.

128. | Cannabis cultivators shall apply linear sedirﬁent controls (e.g., silt fences, wattles, etc.)
along the toe of the slope, face of the slope, and at the grade breaks of exposed slopes to
comply with sheet flow fength?®® at the frequency specified below.

Slope Sheet Flow Length Not to
(percent) Exceed (feet)
25-50 15

>50 10

129. | Cannabis cultivators shall maintain all culverts, drop inlets, trash racks and similar devices

26 Sheet flow length is the length that shallow, low velocity flow travels across a site.
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il to ensure they-are not blocked by debris or. sediment. ‘The outflow of culverts shall be -

inspected to ensure erosion is not undermining the culvert. Culverts shall be mspected pnor
to the onset of fall and winter precipitation and following precipitation events that produce at

- | least 0.5 in/day or1.0 inch/7 days of precipitation to determine if mamtenance or. clean:ng is

required.

130,

Cannabis cultivators shall stabilize all disturbed areas and construction entrances and exits

| to control erosion and sediment discharges from Iand disturbance. .

131.

Cannabis cultwatcrs shall cover and berm all Ioose stockpiie_d ccnstr_ucticn materials {e.g.,
soil, spoiis, aggregate, etc.) that are not actively (scheduled for use within 48 hours) being
used as needed to prevent erosion by storm water.  The cannabis cultivator shall have -
adequate cover and berm materials avaﬁable onsnte Ef the weather forecast mdlcates a

- probabthty of prempztatlon

132. -

Cannabis cuitivators shall apply'ercsion répélr'and control measures to the bare ground
{e.g., cultfvatlon area, access paths etc ) to prevent dJscharge of sed;ment to waters of the
state SRR ; R e : :

As part of thé \}vinterizati'cn' ptanfapp:rcvéf process, the Regional Water Board may require
cannabis cultivators to implement additional site-specific erosion and sediment control
requirements if the lmp!ementation of the Requnrements in thzs sectlon do nct adequately

= protect waterquahty
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SECTION 3 - NUMERIC AND NARRATIVE INSTREAM FLOW
REQUIREMENTS (INCLUDING GAGING)

This section outlines the numeric and narrative instream flow Requirements established in this
Policy.

Narrative instream flow Requirements apply to all diversions of surface water and groundwater
for cannabis cultivation throughout California. Numeric instream flow requirements are
developed at compliance gages throughout California. The compliance gages are divided into
14 geographic regions (Section 4). ,

Marrative instream Flow Requiremenis

Instream Flow Reguirements for Surface Water Diversions

1. Applicability: Surface water instream flow Requirements apply to anyone diverting
water for cannabis cultivation from a waterbody. A waterbody is defined as any
significant accumulation of water, such as: lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, creeks,
springs?’, artesian wells, wetlands, and canals. Surface water instream flow
Requirements also apply to water diverted from a subterranean stream flowing through a
known and definite channel.

2. Retail Water Suppliers?: The instream flow Requirements and forbearance period
listed in this section shall not apply to retail water suppliers, as defined in Section 13575
of the Water Code®, whose primary beneficial use is municipal or domestic, unless any
of the following circumstances are present:

a. the retail water supplier has 10 or fewer custcmers and delivers water that is
used for cannabis culitivation;

b. the retail water supplier delivers 10 percent or more of the diverted water to one
or more cannabis cultivator(s) or cannabis cultivation site(s), as established by
an assessor's parcel number;

¢. 25 percent or more of the water delivered by the retail water supplier is used for
cannabis cultivation; or

d. a cannabis cultivator and the retail water supplier are affiliates, as defined in
California Code of Regulations, title 23, section 2814.20.

3. Exempt Springs: Cannabis cultivators claiming, pursuant to Business and Professions
Code section 26060.1(a}(2)(A)(iv) or section 26060.1(a)(2)(B)(iii), that a spring or
artesian well does not flow off their property by surface or subterranean (subsurface)
means in the absence of diversion, may request an exemption from the Policy’s
Narrative Instream Flow Requirements 4 (Surface Water Dry Season Forbearance
Period) and 5 (Surface Water Wet Season Diversion Period). When requesting such an

27 A spring is an area where there is concentrated discharge of groundwater that flows at the ground
surface. A spring may flow any part of the year. For the purpose of this Policy, a spring does not have a
defined bed and banks. Surface water instream flow Requirements apply to both natural springs and
springs that are modified to improve production such as, installing piping and spring boxes/wells.

28 Bysiness and Professions Code section 26060.1(a)(1)(B).

2 Under Water Code section 13575(b){5), “Retail water supplier” means any local entity, including a
public agency, city, county, or private water company that provides retail water service.
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-exemption, cannabis cultivators shall provide substantial evidence demonstrating that, in
- the absence of diversions, the spring or artesian welf does not have surface or _
subsurface hydrologic connectivity to a surface water at any time of year during all water
year types®. The substantial evidence must be documented by a qualified professional.
- For purposes of this Requirement, qualified professionals include California-registered
Professional Geologists or.other classifications of professions approved by the Deputy
- Directorfor Water Rights (Deputy Director).: A list of qualified professionals that may
-+ document the substantial evidence required per this Requirement will be maintained on
- .the Water Rights section of the State Water Board’s Cannabis Cultivation webpage®'.
The Deputy Director may require additional information from the cannabis cultivator to
support the request. If, after reviewing the submitted evidence and analysis, the Deputy
- Director'concurs that the cannabis cultivator has'made the required showing, the
cannabis cultivator may be exempted from the Policy's Narrative Instream Flow
Requirements 4-and 5. Springs or artesian wells that are deemed exempt shall comply
‘with the-Policy’s 50 percent visual bypass requirement (Narrative Instream Flow =
- Requirement 6) to support-aquatic and riparian habitat. In addition, springs or artesian
- wells that are deemed exempt shall be subject to the Requirements for Groundwater
- Diversions (Narrative Instream Flow. Requirement 8) to address the potential cumulative
impacts of groundwater diversions, to which diversions from the spririg or artesian well
may contribute. Notwithstanding ‘such exemptions, all-other applicable Requirements of
this Policy remain in force. = - SRR . .

4. Surface Water Dry Season Forbearance Period: ‘Cannabis cultivators 'shall not divert
- surface water for cannabis cultivation activities at any time from April 1 through October
- - 31 of each calendar year, unless the water diverted is'delivered from storage in
* compliance with Narrative Flow Requirement 4. S e
~-a. "The following requirements apply only to cannabis cultivators diverting undera
- .valid water-right or claim of right and without authorized storage: -
L The first year-of the Surface Water Dry Season Forbearance Period (April
~4 71,2018 through October 31, 2018) is waived.: Cannabis cultivators
subject to Requirement 4.a. may only divert during this period ina
. manner consistent with their permitflicense or claim of right. All other
- applicable requirements of the Policy shall remain in force. =+«
~ii. ~Cannabis cultivators subject to Requirement 4.a shall file fora Cannabis
-+ SIUR or submit an application for an appropriative water right permit to
~-obtainstorage sufficient to'support their cannabis cultivation during the
* forbearance period prior to diverting water for tannabis cultivation during
- - -the 2018 forbearance period, - ..o i
iii. As soon as possible after storage has been authorized, following the
conclusion of the winter period, cannabis cultivators subjectto ,
- "Requirement 4.a shall begininstaliing and diverting to off-stream storage
““fo prepare fora ‘potential curtailment during the dry season of 2018
{triggered by the Aquatic Base Flow Numeric Instream Flow
. Requirement). -~ . .~ . e o

'3°.including during any preci_P_i.t.étion-and runoff events, - oD e
%! State Water Board's Cannabis Cultivation webpage: hitp:/fwww.waterboards.ca.gov/ cannabis/ -
http:!/www.waterboal'd&ca-gf_’w cannabisg/ - T e R e
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iv. Requirement 4 shall apply with full force to cannabis cultivators described
in Requirement 4.a who fail to comply with Requirement 4.a.ii and/or
4.a.iii.

5. Surface Water Wet Season Diversion Period: The authorized surface water diversion
period is November 1 through March 31. During this diversion period, cannabis
cultivators may only divert surface water for cannabis cultivation when water is available
for diversion under the cannabis cultivator's priority of right and the applicable Numeric
Flow Requirement (Section 4) is met at the assigned compliance gage. This includes
direct diversion and diversion to storage. _

From November 1 through December 14 of each year, the surface water diversion
period shall not begin until after seven consecutive days in which the surface
waterbody’s real-time daily average flow is greater than the Numeric Flow Requirement
(applicable minimum monthly instream flow Requirement in Section 4). The first day of
the seven consecutive days must occur on or after October 25. After the seventh
consecutive day with average flow greater than the Numeric Flow Requirement, surface
water diversions may occur on any subsequent days in which the real-time daily average
flow is greater than the Numeric Instream Flow Requirement (applicable minimum
monthly instream flow Requirement in Section 4)%2,

Numeric instream flow Requirements are established throughout the State and are
calculated for the majority of USGS National Hydrologic Database plus 2 stream reaches
where the USGS flow modeling data are available. Cannabis cultivators that divert
water from a waterbody with an assigned compliance gage in Section 4 of this Policy are
required to ensure that the real-time daily average flow, as published on a designated
compliance gage website identified by the Deputy. Director for Water Rights, exceeds the
rninimum monthly instream flow Requirement at the cannabis cultivator's assigned
compliance gage. Cannabis cultivators shall verify and document compliance with the
applicable Numeric Flow Requirement on a daily basis for each day of surface water
diversion. _

6. Surface Water Flow Bypass: In addition to Narrative Flow Requirement 5, at all times
cannabis cultivators shall bypass a minimum of 50 percent of the surface water flow past
their point of diversion, as estimated based on visually observing surface water flow at
least daily. The surface water flow bypass requirement applies to cannabis cultivators
diverting under a riparian or a pre-1914 appropriative claim of right and without
authorized storage even if they qualify for the 2018 Surface Water Dry Season
Forbearance Period waiver (Requirement 4.a.)

7. Numeric Instream Flow Requirements: The State Water Board has developed
Numeric Instream Flow Requirements (minimum instream flow requirements) for each

32 For example, if the daily average flows on each day from October 27 through November 2 of a given
year are greater than the Numeric Instream Flow Requirement for November (applicable November
monthly minimum flow Requirement), diversion may begin on November 3 if the daily average flow on
November 3 is also greater than the November Numeric instream Flow Requirement. From December 15
through March 31 of each surface walter diversion period, surface water diversions may occur on any day
in which the surface waterbody's real-time daily average flow is greater than the Numeric Instream Flow
Requirement (applicable minimum monthly instream flow Requirement).
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compliance gage in Section 4, Table 1 through Table 14, to ensure that individual and
- cumulativé effects of water diversion and discharge associated with cannabis cultivation
do not affect the instream flows needed for fish spawning, migration, and rearing, and
- the flows needed to maintain natural flow variability. - If the individual and cumulative
effects of diversions result in unantrcrpated impacts; however, the State Water Board -
~may revise the narrative and/or numeric instream flow” Reqwrements to better protect
: :mstream resources habstat end natural flow varaabrl;ty

Reqmrements fe;‘ xﬁé’@i&?’téﬁ‘ﬁfﬁiﬁf ﬁwers;ens em‘i Sgrmgs Qee Efyﬁﬁg fer an Exemptzen e
under t\éer{etwe §estream Flow Requaremeﬂt 3 {ﬁxemgt ngiﬁge)

8 Aquatrc Base Flow Thls Poilcy estabhshes an Aquatrc Base F!ow caiculated by -
B applying the New England Aquatic Base Flow Standard, as one mechanism to help
- .- monitor whether groundwater. diverters. and diverters from exempt springs arehavinga
- cumulative negative impact on surface flows. The State Water Board may develop -
- additional requirements for groundwater diversions and diversions from exempt springs
- for cannabis cultivation in locations where there are a significant number of groundwater
' dwersrons and/or diversions from exempt springs or locations where significant numbers
Jof surface water diverters are switching to groundwater diversions and.those dlverssons
v _-have the potentlat to have negative Iecahzed rmpact on surface flows.: : o

9, Retail Water Suppi:ers” The instream flow Requirements listed in narratlve ﬂow
Requirement 8 (Aquatic Base Flow) shall not apply o retail water suppliers, as defined in
. -Section 13575 of the Water Code3, whose. primary beneficial use is mun;crpal or.
: -domest:c unless any of the following circumstances are present: : S
-a. ~the retail water: supplser has 10:or fewer customers and dehvers water that is.
- . used-for cannabis .cultivation;: '
‘b. the retail water supplier. delrvers 10 percent or more of the dwerted water to one
- Of more cannabis: cu!tlveter(s) or cannabls cultrvatlon stte(s) as establrshed by
-+ --an assessor's parcel number;- :
g, 25 percent or more of the: water detlvered by the reta|l water suppiler is used for
-~ cannabis cultivation;or: - .-
d. a cannabis cultivator and the retall water suppller are afflltates as deflned in
California Code of Regulations tltle 23, section 2814.20.

3age §eeta§§et§em ?ﬁemteeeeee, and Operation Reguirements

The Deputy Director for Water Rights (Deputy Director) may assign a new compliance gage or
require cannabis cultivators to install and operate a local telemetry gage in ungaged watersheds
or localized watershed areas if the Deputy Director determines that use of the assigned
compliance gage does not adequately protect mstream flows or does not adequatefy represent

: the Iocalszed water demand. _

Cannabis cultivators shali ensure that gages required by the Deputy Director are installed,
maintained, and operated by a qualified professional. For purposes of this Requirement,

3 Business and Professions Code section 26060. 1(a)(1)(B).

* Water Code Chapter 7.5. Water Recycling Act of 1991, Section 13575(b)(5) “Retail water supplier”
means any local entity, mcludmg a publlc agency, c:ty county, or pnvate water company that provndes
retail water servrce _ N : '
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qualified professionals include California-registered Professional Civil Engineers, or other
classifications of professions approved by the Deputy Director. A list of qualified professionals
that may document compliance with this Requirement will be maintained in the Water Rights
section of the State Water Board’s Cannabis Cultivation webpage™®. Gage equipment shall
meet the applicable technical specifications for telemetered measuring devices in California
Code of Regulations, title 23, section 933, that apply to diversions of over 10,000 acre-feet per
year or more. Gages shall record data at a minimum of 15-minute intervals and report the
recorded reail-time data hourly, at a minimum, via a public website designated by the State
Water Board's Division of Water Rights {Division of Water Rights).

Cannabis cultivators, or an entity acting on behalf of cannabis cultivators, shall submit a gage
operation and maintenance (O&M) plan prepared by a qualified professional, as defined in the
preceding paragraph, to the Deputy Director or the Deputy Director's designee for approval. At
a minimum, the gage O&M plan shall include qualifications and names of entities responsible for
gage installation, maintenance, and operation; gage specifications and accuracy; gage location,
gage installation procedures that ensure accurate operation during the wet season and stability
during high flow events; stream flow measurement procedures for development of rating curves
that represent wet season flows; telemetry equipment; and an O&M schedule and procedures.
The Deputy Director may require additional information from the cannabis cultivator fo support
the request. The Deputy Director may include additional requirements as part of any approval
of a gage O&M plan,

Prior to October 31, during each water year of gage operation, an annual maintenance and
operation summary report prepared by a qualified professional, as defined above in this
Requirement, shall be submitted to the Division of Water Righis that includes, af a minimum:
qualifications and names of entities responsible for maintenance and operation; maintenance
activities or operational issues for the prior water year of operation; quality assured gage stage
and flow data collected and analyzed for prior water year, rating curves for prior and upcoming
water year of operation; data collected to establish rating curves for prior and upcoming water
year of operaticn; and any anticipated maintenance plans or operational issues for the
upcoming water year. The gage data shall be provided o the Division of Water Rights in a
format retrievable and viewable using Microsoft Excel, Microsoft-Access, or other sofiware
program authorized by the Deputy Director.

3 State Water Board's cannabis cultivation 'webpage: S _
hitp:/iwww waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/index.shiml
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~ SECTION 4 - WATERSHED COMPLIANCE GAGE
- ASSIGNMENTS

: _'-"Waie?sheﬁ @ﬁmpisama @ag& Ass;gﬁme?}is . ' - g
“ . The following tables show the compliance gage numeric :nstream ﬂow Requnrements by Reglon.

. The State Water Board is developing an online’ mapping toolto assist cannabis cultivators with
. determmmg which compliance gage applies to them and whether they may divert water, Itis =

'_antlmpated that the online mapping tool will aliow cannabis cultivators to enter their address.or
- otherwise locate their point of diversion to identify their aSS|gned watershed comphance gage. -

- The comphance gage ass:gnments may change as more information becomes available. To
“ensure cannabiscultivators are reporting in accordance with the approprrate gage, the cannabis
L }-cuitwator is.required to check the website for their comphance gage assignment at least daily -

“~and prior to diverting water to ensure water is available to divert at that ‘gage (i.e., the real-time
. daily average ﬂow is greater than the Numenc Flow Reqwrement at the assngned comphance

s '-'_gage)
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SECWGN 5 PLANNING AND REPGRTING

”%’eeheiea Qeeert Preeeratiee Reemremeeta for Qeene%ese i&feeerei ﬁrder

Enro!iees under the Cannabls Genera! Order are requured to submrt techmcal reports fo the
appropriate Regional Water Board. The report(s) shall be transmitted in portable document
format (PDF) to the e-mail address provided in the notice of receipt provided to the Cannabls :
General Order.Enrollee as proof of enroliment. A description of each report and deadline for its
submittal is provided below. ;The table below summarizes report submittal requirements, by tier
and risk level, and Cannabis General Order Attachment D contams gu:dance regardlng contents
ofrequrred reports Dt _ o P T

Summary of Techn:ca! Reports Requrred by Tler and Rrsk Leve!

‘Tier ... | RiskLevel | . - " Technrcal Reports g
Condltsonalty Exempt App,:g;bre 1 __ Srte Closure Report -
CTiert . | Al ] " Site ManagementPlan
T Tierd | ._M_od'e_r_ate s Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plen _
S Tier1 | High Dasturbed Area Stebahzatzon Pian o
o Ter1 o AL . SiteClosure Report " ..
Tier2 . Al o Sste Management Pian
Tier2 | Moderate .-Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plan
- Tier2 - | . High - Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan
|- Ter2 . | AN Nltrogen Management. Plan
Tier-'2‘i_"-.- e 'Ail e S;te Cfosure Re'port eE

Condltlonaliy exempt cannabts cuitrvators that can no longer meet the requrrements to quahfy
for conditional exemptxons may have to enroll as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 site. If so, cannabis . -

cultivators that no longer qualify for the condatrona!ty exempt cannabis cultwataon site status
shal! submlt the technlcai and momtormg reports assoclated W|th thelr tier status and nsk level.

Applroants or current oannabts cu!t:vators that do not comply wfth the conditional exemptlons _
(enrolled as Tier 1 or Tier 2) must compfy with the riparian setback arad siope Irmits and are '
c!asszfted as Iow moderate or hlgh rrsk as, descrrbed betow A,

« LowRisk: A cannabls cultivation site is cfassrfzed as Iow i'ISk |f ne part of the dlsturbed
area is located on a slope of 30% or greater. Such cannabls ouitrvators shall regaster as
low rlsk and submrt a Srte Management P!an o

¢« Moderate Risk: A cannabis cuitlvatron srte is ctessrfred as moderate risk if any part of
the disturbed area is located on a slope greater than 30 percent end less than 50
percent. Such cannabis cultivators shali register as: moderate nsk and submit a Site
. _-Erosron and Sediment Control Plan :

. 'Hrgh Rrsk A cennabas cuttlvatlon S|te is classn‘led as hlgh risk if any part of the disturbed

area exists within the riparian setback limits. Such cannabls cultivators shall register as

Cennab|s CuEtavatlon Pohcy AttachmentA October 17 2017 R e e 'age'?a




high risk, submit a Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan, and shall address the compliance
issue as described below. Because such cannabis cultivators pose a higher risk to.
water quality and will require a higher level of Regional Water Board oversight, they are
subject to a higher application and annual fee. When the cannabis cultivation site is
reconfigured to comply with the riparian setbacks, the cannabis cultivator can request
the Regional Water Board reclassify the site to a lower risk level and allow a Iower
annual fee to be assessed.

Bite Management Plan

Within 90 days of the issuance of a notlce of receipt, Tier 1 and Tier 2 cannab:s cultivators
shall submit and impiement a Site Management Plan that describes how the cannabis cultivator
is complying with the Requirements listed in Attachment A. The description shall describe how
the Best Practicable Treatment or Control (BPTC) measures are implemented (e.g., for
petroleum fuel storage, specify the specific product or means of compliance). Cannabis
cultivators that are landowners of cannabis cultivation sites in North Coast Regional Water
Board jurisdiction are required to submit and implement Site Management Plans that describe
how the Requirements are implemented property-wide, including Requirements implemented to
address discharges from legacy activities. The Site Management Plan may include a schedule
to achieve compliance, but all work must be completed by the onset of the winter period each
year. (The winter period start date does not relieve a cannabis cultivator from implementing the
interim soil stabilization Requirements described in Attachment A of this Policy. interim
measures are those that are implemented immediately upon site development.) Attachment D
of the Cannabis General Order provides guidance on the contents of the Site Management
Plan.

Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plan

Tier 1 or Tier 2 cannabis cultivators classified as moderate risk (any portion of the disturbed
area is located on a slope greater than 30 percent and less than 50 percent), shall submit a Site
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan that describes how the cannabis cultivator will implement
the Requirements listed in Attachment A of this Policy. Because moderate risk sites are located
on steeper slopes, additional Requirements, or a higher density of Requirements may be
approptiate to achieve the goal of minimizing the discharge of sediment off-site. The report
shall include an analysis of slope stability. The report shall be approved by the Regional Water
Board Executive Officer prior to implementation

Consistent with the Business and Professions Code, the Forest Practlce Act, and other state
laws, certain technical report preparation, design calculations, and report preparation must be
prepared under the supervision of a California licensed civil engineer, professional forester, or
professional geologist. When required, the Site Erosion and Sediment Control Plan shall be
prepared by an individual qualified as described below:

i. A California Registered Professional Civil Eng'i'neer_.
ii. A California Registered Professional Geologist. '
iii. A California Certified Engineering Geologist.
iv. A California Registered Landscape Architect.
v. A Professional Hydrologist registered through the‘ American Institute of Hydrology.

vi.. A Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC)™ registered
" through EnviroCert International, Inc.

Cannabis Cultivation Policy: Attachment A ~ October 17, 2017 T Page79



vii. " A Certified Professional in Storm Water Quahty (CPSWQ)TM regzstered through
EnviroCert International, Inc.

vi_ii A Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control registered through the Natio_nal
' Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET).

Attachment D of the Cannabis General Order provides guidance on the contents of the Sfte
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. L . _

ﬁisturbed ﬁrea Siab:tazetmrz Pgan

Tier 1 or Tier2 cannabis cu[tlvators classified as high risk {any portion of the disturbed area

- ‘exists within the riparian setbacks Requirements specified in Section 1 of this Policy except as
authorized under 404/401 CWA permits, a CDOFW LSA Agreement, coverage under the
Cannabis General Order water quality certification, or site-specific WDRs issued by the
Regional Water Board ), shall submit a Disturbed Area Stabilization Plan that describes how
-compliance with the riparian setbacks will be achieved. The report shall be approved by the

. Regnonal Water Board Executive Offlcer pnor o lmplementatlon ' _

Areas dlsturbed upon |n|t|at site development that are located within the riparian setback
specified in the Policy are considered disturbed area and will place the cannabis cultivation site
under the high risk level. Access roads and watercourse crossings designed, constructed, and.
mauntamed conStstent with the Road Handbcok are not considered disturbed areas.

Consrstent with the Business and. Profess;ons Code the Forest Practice Act, and other state

laws, certain technical report preparation, design calculations, and report preparation must be

- prepared under the supervision of a Cahforma ilcensed cnv:l engmeer professional forester, or
professnonal geo!ogist - :

~ When requared the Disturbed Area Stab:ﬂzat:on Plan shall be prepared by a quahfned
' profess:onai as descnbed in thls attachment (Attachment A}, :

- Ifthe cannatns cultwator cannot achieve comphance by the next onset of the winter period

' (stabiilzation work will continue into the winter period or will continue the following year), the
Cannabis Cultivator must include a time schedule and scope of work for approval by the
Reglonal Water Board Executive Officer and use in preparing an enforcement order.
Attachment D of the Cannabis General Order prov:des guldance on the contents of the
Dtsturbed Area Stabmzat:on Plan. :

N;trcgeﬁ ﬁﬁaﬁagemeﬂz P!ac '

Within 90 days of the issuance of a notice of receipt, all Tier 2 cannabis cultivators with a
cannabis cultivation area, or aggregate of cultivation areas, greater than one acre shall submit a
Nitrogen Management Plan (NMP) for the cannabis cultivation site. The NMP shall calculate all
the nitrogen applied to the cannabis cultivation area (dissolved in irrigation water, originating in
soil amendments, and applied fertilizers) and ‘describe procedures to limit excessive fertilizer
application. ‘Attachment D of the Cannabls General Order provides guidance on the contents of
a Nrtrogen Management Plan : _ :

Site. ﬁicsum Report

At least 90 days prior to ending cannabis cultivation at a site, a registered (conditionally
exempt) or enrolied (Tier 1 or Tier 2) cannabis cultivator shall submit a Site Closure Report that
describes how the site will be decommissioned to prevent sediment and turbidity dlscherges
that degrade water quality. If construction activities are proposed in the Site Closure Report, a
project mpiementatlon schedule shall be tnciuded in the report Attachment D of the Cannab;s

Cannabls CuEtivatlon Pol:cy AttachmentA Oc,tober‘!? 2917 - T T 'Page' 80



General Order provides guidance on the contents of the Site Closure Report. A Notice of
Termination must be submitted (Attachment C of the Cannabis General Order) with the Sife
Closure Report.

ana lition Policy: Attachent A Octr 7, 1 . B . ' Pae 81




SECTION 6 — USEFUL _GU%_‘Q’AN_C'E'__QGQUMENTS' (R

1.

Handbook for Forest, Ranch, & Rural Roads: A Guide for. Planning, Demgmng, c-

~ Constructing, Reconstructing, Upgrading, Masntam:ng and Closing Wildland Roads

http /fwww paczﬁcwatershed com!sﬂes/defautﬂflieszoadsEngilshBOOKaanZO1Sb pdf

A Water Quahty and Stream Habztat Protectaon Manual for County Road Mamtenance in

~-Northwestem California Watersheds

http /lwww Scountles org/roadmanual htm

Constructlon Site BMP Fact Sheets

‘hitp: /!www dot ca. gov/hq!c;onstruc/stormwater/factsheets htm .'

Umted States Enwronmental Protectzon Agency Ripanan/Forested Buffer

.https /fnepls epa. govaxe/ZyPDF 091/2000\/\!45\’ PDF’?Dockay*ZOOOthSY F’DF

Creatmg Effect;ve LocaE Rspanan Buffer Ord;nances
http:/www, ohioenv:ronmentanawblog comfuploadsfﬁieluGA%ZOrlparran buffer guldebo

- 0K, pdf

10.

11.

12.

13.

How to Instail Resm!entlat Scale Best Management Practices (BMPS) in the Lake Tahoe

Basin ..
“hitp: //wmv tahoebmp mrngocuments/Contractors%ZOBMP%EOManuaI pdf

Spoil Pile BMPs

g http //mschigan gow’documents/deq/deq-wb~nps-sp 250905 7. pdf

.. Sanctuary Forest Water Storage: Gutde TR
https://greywateraction.org/wp- : : ' '

e content/upiaadstOMM1/SantuaryForrest Water Storage Gu;de pdf--

.Natural Resources Conservatlon Serv:ce USDA “Ponds Plannmg, Desngn. -

Construction”, Agriculture Handbook
hitp: f/www nres, usda gov!intemethSE DOCUMENTSInrcs144p2 030362 pcif

Division of Safety of Dams Size Requirements
hﬁp:!/wwwnwater.c_;a.gov_/damsafetyijurisc_ham’

Water Tanks: G'uidé.!ines for !nstaliafﬁon and Use
http://www. waterandseptictanks. com/?ortais!O!f;fes!GUIDELINES FOR~ENSTALLAT!ON-
OF- WATER-TANKS~ re\n ~03u20 08- 2 pdf

Guidelines for Use and _!nstal!atlon of Above Ground Water Tanks
hitp://www.waterandseptictanks.com/Portals/0/files/GUIDELINES-FOR-INSTALLATION-
OF-WATE R-TANKS_—_reV3W~03-_20~€}8-__2_.pdf

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMP s) Umversnty of Caiafomza Cooperatlve

.. Extension - R
http://iwww.waterboards.ca. gov/sandsego/water xssues/programs/wme _country/docs/upd
ates08191 Olucce bmps pdf

anabis Cutivation Po]icy: AttachmeniA-—Octobe‘!?, 2017 - .o . . Page82



14. California Storm Water Quality Association, Section 4: Source Control BMPs
https://www.casqa.org/sites/default/files/BMPHandbooks/sd-12.pdf

15. CA DOT Solid Waste Management Plan
http:/iwww.dot.ca.gov/hg/construc/stormwaterAWM-03. pdf

16. State Water Resources Control Board Onsﬂe Wastewater Treatment System (OWTS)

policy
http://Amww.waterboards.ca.goviwater sssues/programsiowtsfdocs/owts _policy.pdf

17. California Storm Water Quality Association
Section 4: Source Control BMPs
~ hitps://www.casqa. org/s;tes/defauIt/f;!es/BMPHandbooks/sd -32 pdf

18. California Riparian Habitat Restoration Handbook
“hitp://www.conservation.ca. govldIrp/watefshedportaE."InformationResources/Documents/
Restoratlon__t-fandbookMFmai__DecOQ poif

19. The Practical Streambank Bioengineering Guide -
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/internet/FSE_PLANTMATERIALS/publications/idpmeput 16 pd
f

20. Watershed Best Management Practsces for Cannabis Growers and other Rural
Gardeners
http:/fmered.org/resources/publications

21. Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Arid West
Region
http://Awww.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/regulatory/reg_ supp/treiOB -28.pdf

22. Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Western
Mountains, Valleys, and Coast Region
http:/fwww.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/regulatory/reg_supp/west_mt_finals
upp2.pdf
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